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not rest, uintil yon'd tol(l Pick about your jumping match. You
must tell him about yondC saucey braggart thlit interfered Nyhen
everytliing was sett.lcd."

1 £ was just telliiug themn Sir, whlen you came into the court."
Ahi ! well, go ini and -et soino refresinenit and you eau talk

over inatters there."'
As soon lis t'ie Squire had loft the Village Green, the villager

began to disperse, inost of tleie, as thiey saiintored away, ",tlungl»l
stock" of the strangyer who foried the chlef subýjeet of conive"rsationï.
Many and varions wero the *s.-urmtises respectingy him. Whiat or
who Could Iho be ? The preailing nlotionl, and the favotired one,
Ny.as that lie w'as soule grezit mail travelling in disguise, :ild so lie
would not care about oirencling ftic Squire.

1-l-appen," sugesedeu villag-e sage, "hle's ai Dulie or a Lord,
and so vo' s'nlie docs nIt care for njobodýy. 1 -should ii't be no

vyssurpriseid if lie were followedl by a lot of his mon ou horseback-
lu grand style :depelid on't hie's nio comiron fellowv."

Il Ai,"l said another, Il I'm pret.ty ived satisfied on tlhat point,
for dlid yo' no' notice whant a watch hie hiad, nmy 1 but ii icor a. topper

an' o tuistakc it were solid .I.
"Itw'~ godjob anhw"said another thiat ti' young Squire

did not strikie iin, for if lie hiad there ivere ne telling, 'hat iit
liave been the conisequiences."

1f thinki," said one original, 'II eau tell you one conisequence
thtwoutd have beexi pretty sure to have followedl .- the Squire

would Lave been pulled off his horse before he'd ussed his wyhip twvice
and as to the rest we'll say nothing about it."

The subject of these conjectures stoodl watehîng the varions
groups as tlicy stood gesticulating or wallking away to tlîeir respec-
tive homes.

The round rcd iuooni was jiist showing hier full disk over thie
Mus aud the balmy zephyrs scarccly rustled the leaves of the tail
whlite poplars, whichi skýirtedl the comnnon. It was oe of those
cali lovely evemings, whichl invites and inclines the lover of beau-
tiful nature to linger likie the twilight, apparently unwîlling to re-
iigu those 1beauties Io darkncss zind coiiccalment.

Whilc the strauger stoodl gazing arouudIhur, Ilonild,-wVho liad beeni
tlngto soîne of lus cornpanions,advaniced up to hiiu and said,-

Are yoiu going to stop ini the villiae ail niglit Sir."
As tlue stranger nmude ne answer hie laid bis handon hlis arin. The

inan visibly staried but politely enquired wbiat Ronald mis wvauting.
-,vas eiiuquiriing," saiid lionald - wluether youl intonded stay-

ing iii the village to iglit or are t.hiinig of goiug fuirtier."
"Oh)1,"1 said tie strangcer, 11 1r js deliberftting about the it-

ter, and I tinkil I will takie soie littie refreshiment at the inn yon-
der, and thon rosuinle iny jouruey; thic ilit is s0 remiarkably fini%
that it will be plezisant %vtliing."

1,If you hiave no objection, Sir," eaid Iiounld, 1-1 would likec you
t.o corne with ile, I dlou't live vory fair off. Iu wvhat direction arQ
yen tr-avelling W

"I Want te go as far ils Chester, io-nighit," sna the strftnger.
Oh, it woiî't be any eut of yoiur way.. thoni," said 1Bonald, "auJ


