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" TORONTO, CANATA, APRIL 1, 1568.
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The Bonth.

\ \. “PRIL may bo said. in
~ TR (hisclimate, to be the
first month of spring. It brings us fairly out of win-
ter ; unlochs the ground so thas the plough can gain
admittance ; wakes all nature from slumber; and
calls man to the tug of active out-door farm work.
Now indeed begins the busiest scason of the year.
and it vsually comes with aurprising suddenncss,
insomuch that we can hardly credit the fact thata
{rausition of suchmagnitude has actually taken place.
Winter holds undisputed sway in March, sometimes
all through the month;—at other times the scepire of
tbe ice-king i8 broken, and his abdication rendered
immincnt, beforo the month ismore than half through.
Bui whatever may bo the characterof March,Spring is
usheredinby April. Itscarcely answerstothe deserip-
tion of the month current in Britain, where <March
winds " and “Aprilshowers™ arcreputed to*bring forth
Mayfowers.” Wehavcoftenmore of thestormy March
than theshowery Aprilduring thismonth. Indeeditis
very variablein its charaoteristics, being sometimes
dry, sometimeswet, andoftenexceedingly pleasantand
scasopable. One feature, however, it always has,—
itis far milder than March. The weather moderates
but gradually from January {o March, but in April it
makes a sort of jump toward temperateness and geni-
ality. One would scarcely think the advance toward
summer & rapld as it reaily fsin April, were it not
for the testimony of the thermometer, for wo have
now and then chilly days which mako us ask, when
will the winterbe over? But thisis our impatience,
08 well as the natural effect of the fine, pleasant days
wo occagirnally have, and which aro so delightiul
that wo maturally wish to have more of them. It
will bo interesting to compare tho mean temperniure
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of April given Uelow with the tablo for March, and
to note the great progress indieated for the present
montlh.

SUAtTord.eeeeees cerrrecreccrenessennenns 44°55
B3 B TNY) 1713 VORI, 4604
158 ¢ 3T SO . 43°02
TOrONL0...ccutitasceasntnnreivassessrans 43°90
Belleville...ooieiveeenirnnenennensecnaeene 45°85
Mouatreas... 41°80
QNEBEC..cvreverecinrnnraneneeasessernenes £1°40
STIR 13115 TR0 '8 1 SO 39°10
TR 1S RO 40°00

We may mention that t{he past winter has been
more than usually severe. The records of the Toronto
Observatory show a lower rverage temperature
for January and February than at any peciod during
the last twenty-Ove years. Oa March 2nd, which
will Jong ba kaown asthe cold March Monday of
1868, the thermometer stood at 15906, & poict never
before touched in March during the period just
named—twenty-Lve years. A steady cold win.eris
genera'ly regarded as the precursor of an early
spring. aad a good scason. When snow falls early
and lies long, wheat, clover, the grasses, and vegeta-
iion generally, aro well protested, and come out bet-
ter ia the spring than when we have mild turns,
wtich melt off tho snow and leave the surface of the
graund exposed fo alternations of freezing and
thawing. In this respect our neighbours in the Pro-
viace of Quebee have a great advantage ; for though
thelr winters are serere, they can always counton
an carly and abundant snow fall, so that often. per-
haps generslly, the frost penctrates to a less depth
iato tho ground there, than it does in the milder Pro-
vince of Ontario. This is one of natures compensa-
tions. of which theroaro so many interesting examples
in various paris of the globe.

It is almost too soor to speak with confidence as to
the slato of the full wkeat flelds and meadows, as
injury may yet be done, should the weather prove
extreme ; but £ far wo believe they promise well.
Fruit, however, is thought to have sustained some
damage by tho keen frosts we kave had. Peaches
are said to be o failure in the Niagara District, though
wao should judge, from some intimations, not a
tolal failure. Fruit growers in that region complain
of a ehange in the seasons, 8o that they cannot count
with the same confidence as formerly on a peach
crop. May it not be want of shelter? The mnatural
forest has disappeared; has it been replaced by
evergreen belts and artificial groves! We fancy not.
Bitter experienco is teaching us that it will not do
to sirip tho country naked. There is nothing equal
to leafy shelter, and we must linve it cither natarally
or artificially.

As already hinted, out-door work on the farm be-
ginsin carnest now. Attention {o fences is one of

the first things practicable. Solong as we are obliged
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to keep up our present system of fencing, this will be
a serious tax on tho time and means of the farmer.
It shonld be o motto and maxim that overy necessary
fence is to be kept impregnable,—* man-bigh, tll-
strong, and pig-tight,” assome ono has tersely scid.
Board fences mecd looking after, and all loose or
broken places made tight. Rail {ences must beclosely
watched and kept in good repair. Let there be no
shaky, wesk-looking spols to invite aitempis from
breachy esttle. Noxt to tbo fences isthe care of
pastures and meadows. Xt is a great mistake, but one
often committed, to let cattle and horses roam at
will through the fields in early spring. Cuibono?
Where's the good of it? If it be for excrcise, the
ronds axe beiter.  As for food, they can get none of
any account, while the wet, spongy ground is cut up
by hoofs and iron shoes, to the great injury of grass
roots. Pick stopes from meadows, and roll them
when the land is dry enougb. It Is dcsirable to get
the land as lerel and smooth as possitle. Seced bare
epots afresh, top-dress with well rotled sable manure,
sow plaster and arlificial fertilizers. Ploughing is
now the order of the day. Let it be deep andthorough.
Take tho best care possible of the eams. Feed well.
Groom faithfully. Look out for harncss galls and
collar sores. Many a valnablo animal is put to need-
Tess pain and rendercd half useless by neglect, when
tho busy scason comes on. Itis easy, by passing
the hand over breast, shonlder, and back, to find out
if there is any sign of chafing, and it should be at
once guarded agains!. 1t is a reproach fo be caught
working with a galled beast, for either cruelty or
veglect ara evinced thereby.  Spring work should be
pushed forward energetically. Much depends with
some crops on geiting them into the ground early.
Especially is this the case with oats, barley and pota-
tocs. A little tardiness is often dearly punished.
Ciover may Le sowa this month, either alone or on
winter grain. It isagood time to pull out red root
and ocockle from among wheat. New milch cows and
their calves, owes and their Jambs, must hp well at-
t{ended to, if theyare to do well. Manure ghould be
turned over, compost heaps made, and dung fit for
uso carled into the fiedds.  Orchards should be prun-
cd, fruit and sbade {rces planted, lent-caterpillar
nestsand other insect dangers rooted out. Garden
as well as farm work begins in earnest this montb.
Hot-beds must not be deferred longer than the early
part of this month. Early potatoes and peas mustbe
planied, 80 soon as {he ground is dry and mellow.
Rake off the coarze litier from asparagus beds, fork
in finc dung and dress with salt. Cold frames and
band glasses will be in requisition. Prune grape
vines beforo tho sap starts. Uncover strawberrics,
plant out grape, gooseberry, currant and other cut-
tings. Draining, manuring, path-making, transplant-
ing and sowing, should bo pushed on vigorously.
Bee-keepers will need {o sce that their little insect
friends bave food enough this moanth.



