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W~~1UL. May bc' said. in

firaI mont ef spring. IL brings us fairly out or ttif-
ter; unloels the grounil su thathe plough clin gain
ailîuittauce ; waLîes aIl nature front shinmber; anti
calls mian te thc tug et active oiit-iloor farm %urit.
gow indeeti bcgins tite bîisemcaon efthe year.
anti il Uuialy cernes w t qllrprimilig illiddenicas,
insomnucli that wo cin lh.trtly credit the tfct that a
transition of such magnit4du ta actnaUly takoen place.
Winter liolA undisputeti sway in Mardi, sometirnes
all tlîrough tlic month;-at other limes flie sceptre of
tht' ice.kin- la brolen, anti bis abdication renderot
imminent, beforo thie montti is more than bal! îbrougb.
But wbatcvermaly ho tho charictcrofM.-rch,Springisa
usiteretiinbyApril. Itscarcoly answcrstotiede.qcrip-
tion of the montît carrent in Britiin, -whero ,Matdh
wluds"nnd(l"April sboversaarcrcputedl to"hring fortb
Mayflowers." WchavcofieanoreefthsormyMnarch
than (th howcryApri1 duri ng tlis mon th. Indeedit 15
very variable in ils cliaraoteristics, bcing soeoimes
dry, sometimcsvot, sladGrienexceed3ingly plcasant and
seasonable. One feature, liowever, it alvays bas,-
itle f8(ar milder titan Marci. 'The weather moderatos
butgradually from January ta Marcb, but in April it
înal<ea a sort of jamp towarti teniperatenoas anti geai.
elity. Onur voulti scarcely think the ativance towarti
summer w< rapiti as IL really la in Aptil, were IL flot
for lte testimony efthe tbermometer, for wo bave
nov anti then cbilly days whicb xnak us asi, when
'Will (ho'cinterbe over? uthssorIptec,
nis well as the nitral ceect of tic fine, plcasant tinys
vwo occuit'%ua1ly have, anti which are 6e dchightful
liai. o nalnraUly wislh te hsavo more Of them. TL
wiii lie 1nteresting t conipar(o the inean tmontr

of April givcîî lelow witlî the tabla for Marci, anti
to note' (t' grt't progreasidinw for flice îirecnt
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We may mention tat lte paât winter bas been
more Ihan usuaily sevoere. The records of the Toronto
OI>arvatory show a lower rcrago temperature
for Jannary a-id Fubruary titan at any peroot during
te last twenty-!Svo ycars. On Marcit 2nil, whicb

%%iII long li) kaown ns the colti Marc?, Mondayof
1868, the the-mometer stooti at l5Q06, a point nover
befere toac:lid la Mardi tduring the porioti jusI.
flatttc-twCflty-Lvo ycars. A steady celdiwinýer la
genera'ly regardeti ns the precursor of an ea-lyý
êpring. anti a gooti scason. When snow fallb early
and lies lang, wheat. dlover, the gras-ces, andi vegeta-
ain gencrally, are weli protectcd, anti corne out bot-
ter la the rpring 'ban when we bave mild turne,
wi-ich melt off tae snow and louve the surface or the
graand exposeti te niternationi o! frcezing anti
t!xawing. la this respect our neiglibours in te Pro-
vç.:ce ofQtiobec have a great advantage ;for thaugh
13e:z winters are aurcre. they can always count on
an carly andi abundant snow fail, se that oflen. per-
itaps gencrally. the froîl. penetrates te a lesa deptb
iato) te grounti tlicre, than it ùoes in te mUtder Pro.
vince of Ontario. Titis la one ot natures compensa-
tions, of wliich tblic are se many interesting examples
in various pýarts of te globe.

IL is elmost tee soau to speak with confidence as te
the s'ate efth(le falt viteal fields anti inadows, as
injury uray yet lie donc. shiful the w<eater prove
citreue ; bat Lua far ive belicro 1.loy promise wel.
Fruit, bowevcr, is thonght to have sîîstaincti nmre
dlamage by tbo kcen ('rosIs wo havre hati. Peaches
anc sait e bie a falnro in the Niagara District, tbongb
wo shoniti jatige, from snone intimations, net a
total fallure. Fruit grevers in tbat region complain
of a change in the sciions, se tIrai (bey Cannot ceune
villi Ile saine confidence as Vormerly on a peali
crep. May il net bo want or shel fer? The matural
ferest bus disappearoi; bam il been replacoti by
evergretn bella anti artificial gpores? Wo fncy net
Bitter erperience in teaching us that il will not do
te strip the country nalieti. Thore ia noibing equial
te lcafy àubelter, anti wc muîst lif.ro it cillior natirrafly
or 'Irtiflciahly.

-As already hinteti, enlt-door woflz cil tho faim lie-
gins la earnest now. Attention to tences la one ef
lte firai. things practicablr. Se long n we are obliReti

te kccp up otîr present systei of rcncing, tItis will le
a serlous tux~ on the time anti mens of the farmer.
It sboniti ho a mette anti maxim that oery neccsry
fence in t.. bo kcpt imipregnable,-" man-h!gh, b21t-
strong. anai pig-iight,", as seule one bas tersely sx'id.
Board fencee neetl looking aller, andi ail looso or
brolten placesinailetight Unit encesmnstbo le.ly
watcbed andi kept in good repair. Let there lie ne
abaky, weïk-lookUng spots te Invite attemnpts from
brcacby cattle. Noit te tho fentes in tbe care of
pastures anti ueadowa. IL ifi a great miatalic, but one
often committel, Io let cattlo andi borses rosm at
wifl fbrougb the fieldis in carly spring. Cui bene ?
Wbere&s thie gooti of it? If it bo for exorcise, thbe
ronds p-o beter. As for food, tlicy eau soi. nonue!o
any acconnt, wbile the wet, Fpongy grounti is ent up
by bootb and iron shoos, to the gront injury of graus
roots. Pick uones fromn neaaowa, andi roll them
wlicn the landi la dry cnougb. IL Ta ticsirable te get
the land as level anti sumonh as possitie. Seed baie
spots i ares?, top-dress with well rotteti stable manure,
sow planter andi artilicial fertilizers. Plougbing is
nowtho orderoffbetlay. lýetitbatdoep antliorougb.
Take (ho be8t empessible of thé *05me. Feed well.
Groom faithfully. Look out for barneas galle anti
collar sores. Méany avalinable animal la put te necd-
loes pain and rendered half uselesa by negîcct, wben
the bnsy season tomnes on. It.is easy, by p&Wng
tho bandi over bresst, aboulder, andi bsck, to fluai ont
if~ there Is any aigu of cbafng, anti IL aboulai hoat
once guardeti agaisst. It is a reproach te bo caughât
working wi.? a galleti lient, for cither cruolty or
negledi.ardovinet threby. Spfing work shoulti ho
pualict forward eiergetically. lfnch depends witl'
sme crops on getting them it the groulla carly.
Espccially le titis thoecas witb oats, bariey anti pota-
tocs. A litIle tardiness la oftea dearly pnnished.
Ci over may 1,e sown ii mnfbt, ci ther alone or ost
i% inter grain. IL ina agooti Li fo pull out rod root
andicei rinannw t NOv m71ch cowm anti
tbeir câlves, oves andi tbeir lamba, inust lê well ai-
tendo1,1f they axeto do ell. Manur. éould ho
turneti over, compost bienpaDmade, anti dong fit for
ose carteti into the fields. Orcbzas aboulai bo pru-
cd, Ituit anti abstie (rocs planteti, tent-caterpillar
nests ati ailher inseci. dangers rootei ont. Garden
as well as form work begins ina carnest this znontb.
Ilot-lieds must not ho ileferreti longer than the early
part o! Ibs month. Early potato-s anti yeunstmbo
planted, se soon as flie groînt is dry anti mellow.
liake off(the connse 1111cr from asparagus bots, fork
ia âine ating anti dress with saI. Colti trames andi
hanti glises will ho in requisition. Prune grapo
vines befteo lte sap staits. Unctover etrawberrics,
plant ont grape, gooseberry, cnrrant anti other cul-
Uine, Draining, manuiring, path-makingtranslant-
ing anti sewing, ahoulai le pusbeti on 'vigoronmly.
Be-keepcrs wiii necdti ( sco that their littie mmsct
frientis hRVC foodi enouglt Ibis meulli.
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