
ledges at the points where rapid water existed, to allow
boats to pass, probably by the aid of a tow-line from the
shore. The first one was at Point St. Charles, where the
Victoria Bridge now stands, and I was surprised to find
that similar cuttings are now to be seen on the southern
shore of Isle au Heron. Why there, I cannot divine, as a
natural " chenaille " channel or canal exists in this double-
island from the lower to the upper end, but even when the
latter point has been reached, the head of the St. Louis or
Lachine rapids has to bo crossed to reach either shore. I
was also aware of an inland cutting connecting the Si.
Pierre river with a brook, iLa Petite Rivière, running
through the St. Gabriel farm, then through the old Montreal
College grounds, thence across McGill street, where it was
spanned by a wooden bridge, thence along Commissioner
street into the St. Lawrence harbor at the foot of St. Peter
street. The accompanying map lays down this cutting ex-
actly on this line as one entrance to the " canal" or inland-
water route from Montreal to Lachine, the other being by
tiu Riiver St. Pierre itself at its mouth, thence through the
small Lake St. Pierre, in rear of the present Côte St. Paul,
and by a cutting marked " Canal de Lachine " to Lachine.
That a swamp remained where this lake existed until within
a few years, and that traces still exist of an old " canal " about
three acres south-east of what is styled now-a-days the old
Lachine canal, is well known. From theso facts I am stis-
fied that inland water navigation between Montreal and
Lachine, on the line laid down in this map, did exist. From
my own knowledge of this cut across the St. Gabriel farm
and the River St. Pierre, as I knew it some fifty years
since, I may state that there were not more than two feet of
water therein, the width of the eut being about six feet,
and of the St. Pierre river about twenty feet. It is stated
that in 1763, when Lord Amherst, who had passed with
his army from Oswego via the St. Lawrence, and had suf-
fered heavily by loss of men and boats in passing the Cedars


