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PIGEON DEPARTMENT. and their dlslnclination tu fly after Rundo-u, 80
-overcomo that they performcd as welt iii the

Ierforming Pigeons at Hengler's Circus. crowded and gas lighted circus as they would have
Ilongor'sdonc la daýyliglit.

I have always felt a very considerable interest The exhibition was one of a very plensing çha-
L the peormance of tame or domesticatd ni-demonstrate
mals, feeling coi.fident that a study of the mcans yotingsters the advantnge of kindncss la training
amopted to perfect their education, and of th2 mani- aniMais. Amongst my own birds I have hnd pou-
festations of intelligence exhibited by thein, ters nearly as failiar, witiout any speCial effort
which manifestations are open to repeated and ac- ving becn made te tame then. One white pig.
curate observations, nrv of much more importance my ponter, formcrly ji my possessiOn, was accus.
n estimating their mental character than the r- toned to fly som2 distance rom tho hose at the

aiculous anecdotes quoted so often, without the call of a inember of my family, percbing on bis
slightest ovidence of their authenticity, by even shoulder and taking hempseed out of lis fingers.
the latest writer on animal intel:igence. Conse- Even mv hoing bird8, that are not rcared 80 ai;
quently I found myself sitting amidst a crowd of to ho familiar, will corn down and est out of a
holiday children and their guardians at Hengler's pan of inixed mortar rubbish and sait whilst it is
circus in Argyle street, vaiting anxiously to wit- held in the band.
ness the performance of M. Felix Cariot's feats on The-intelligence cf sone of the smal- birds'18
horseback, introducing the novel effect of a flight cf a very highotder, th.ir perceptive faculties be-
of pigeons. After performing some dexterous ing particulary acute; sud there i8 no doubt it
juggling feats whilst the horse on which ho vas may be inerascd to a vor; great extent by ulti-
standing was careering around the circus, M. Cariot vation and brceding from the best specimens.
took a covered basket frort the hand of an atten- Thus, the homing facnlty of the Belgian voyageur
dant and, resuming his wild carcer, he renoved bas been marvellously developed. adnce the intro-
the cloth vith which thb basket was covered, when duction of railvays, hy whieh they are now con-
four white pigeons escaped, and flewv round and veyed, instead of being carried, as forrly, in
round over the heads of the audience, immediately paniers on the baeks of colporteurs; and flights cf
below the lighted gaseliers which depended fron i.0 or 400 miles nre successfully performed in one
the roof. Aftcr permaitting them te sunke seveïal day with a certainty and velocity that were alike
circuits cf the building, M. Caiot, whilst in rapid nknown some fifty yers since. This bas soleli
motion upon bis horse, elev-ated a sender rod, been accnplishted by breeding rom selected
holding it horizontaily abuve bis laead. At the specimons, the loss of the worst birds in the con-
ramne time ho rang a ernali bell, when the birds tests being an artificial mode cf improving the
innediately flew after and overtook hirn, ail fOuIr speies, by a paredy onthe process of natural se-
alighting on the rod, wvhichi served themi as a le'ctîon, and a good example cf whiat Herbert Spen-
perch. After carrying them round the ring two or cor terms the survival of the fittest in the struggle
three tiznes he shook them off, wien they resumed fr lif.-W. B. TEGsTMEE, in London ehd.
their flignt; and, opening a second basket, libera-
ted tho black pigeons, witt h white wings. Thesi e .O

yjoined the former, producing a striking contrast cf
colon in the floc, twhich, immediately on the bell cofrt o huue.

Sbeing souuded, ofiew ta the perch, fid alighted on FEEDING.

it fis before. By the kindness f M. Hengler and aroviding a properpariety cf food is ene f the

X. Carot I had an opportunity cf examining the most nhcesoary points, if net the most necesoars

0 t faiir wihoe dru , o wn aie n d. eUa n utof ,

pigeons after theperformance. Someof the white Pinli i
I hirds bnd pennl-coloréd or white eyes, like. e should be f the vofy best quality. It is chaper

Belgian pigeons known as Cumulets. Those witî in the end t a feed the best dbd.

black lad "S, bodies and tailse with white wigs, I advise a diffeent di t for smm r and intei.
wer obviously cf German extraction,and hnd beeu The reason cf this is obvius la the surniens
sclected on account cf the disposition cf their when the birds are feuding their young a sofa food
colors, wbich was mosi; effective in flight. The is required, such as ivheat, peas, small maize, &c.,
training had evidently bee. accomplished by the asile in winter they arc done b eding and mu t
operation cf kindness the bieds coming te th d sig- have more solid and rlw ating food, and food that
nul cf the bell in obedience to a habit wbich bnd will last some tik in the crop, and digests slow-
obviousy beet iplanted in them by making the ly. Fod cf this nature is a great support tbirds
ringing the signal ofthe supply cf food. It was duing th long, cold witer nights. Sound tic
intresting to see the naturai timidity cf the birds, beas, old peas, and a snall quantity cf barley, are


