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his business. But will this iot be taking advan-
tage of a systen of cheap advertising? No, I
think not ; you already have your paid advertise-
ment, and cannot be reasonably accused of such.
For the saie reason beginners, who have not a
paid for advertisement in some poultry paper,
should not and do not sigh their naines, but use a
non de plume. But, fanciers of the first class, let
us know yon-we want your stock.

Yours fraternally,
GAmLIa.

Lefroy, May 31st, 1870.

Faincy Priees for Fancy Stock.

A hundred dollars for a lion 1 Wiat a fol a man
must be to pay such a lot of money for one bird 1
This is just what a non-fancier, and one disinterest-
ed, would naturally say on bearing of any man pay-
ing as much for one bird as the contents of a dozen
barnyards could be purchased for; and to those who
care nothing for a chicken only as so much butcler's
meat on the table or for the eggs he wants for bis
breakfast, it is only a very natural remark, and it
would be strange indeed if lie expressed any other
opinion.

Wien a fancier hears of a large price being paid
for a bird, it does not strike him in the saine way
at al] ; be sees nothing in it to laugh at or make
liglit of. Ris first expression likely is, how I would
like to own that bird, or low I wold like to sec
that bird ; and should lie be fortunate enough to see
it, supposing he is a really good judge, he will look
at it with that inquisitive eye of criticisin that a
non-fancier knows nothing about. If the bird is
u[) to bis standard he is munch more apt to think
the seller was the fool and not the purchaser; he
fully realizes,perhaps fron sad experience,the labor,
the difficulties, the uncertainties, and the mis-
fortunes one bas to wade through before he can pro-
duce a bird like that; he knows that twice the
money paid as salary or wages would not begin to
recompense him for it. Still, of all who sec the
bird and lear of the price paid, FooL i is the ver-
dict of ninety-nine hundredtis.

Those who have never engaged in the breeding
of fancy stock, or of fine bred animals of any kind,
cannot understand that a pigeon or chicken whicli
eau be bougbt at 12.4 ets by the single bird or by
the thousand, eau, by <.on'tant car., and attention,
be so bred up to a recognizod standard as that one
single bird will sell readily for as much as would
purchase a thousand commnon speciniens; still such
is the case, and whlien the matter is looked·at in its
proper ligut there is not th absurdity about it that
appcars to be to the casual observer. It is not
simply thi placing of a setting of eggs under a lien,
and raising a brood of ehickins, with the same

carelessiess as ti-- arc inteh'd and rais.-d in the
barnyard, that will produce sueli specimens as the
faucier requires; it is a far different matter fron
that. A standard of excellence is set up, mav be
the arriving at even that lias been a matter of
stnidy for nany fanciers for years; the mating, the
crossing, the breeding, and rearing such specimens
as will come up to that standard is not the labor of
a day for one man, it mnay be the labor, tho energy
and perseverence of many for years. Tihis is sonie-
thing whici cannot be paid for in inoney; it is a
study and a labor vhich cannot be bought or hired.
Many are working to attain the sane standard ; one
out of perhaps thtousanris arrive at it. He hias, by
industry and good judgeient, produced an animal
which, according to the standard, is perfect, or near-
ly so ; what is the consequence ? every fancier who
sees it envies and wants that bird, and aliost every
one of thein are willing to pay for it according to
the length of theit puise. All arc ambitious to own
the best, knoviiig well that as like produce like,
their chances for producing first-class stock from
first class-specimens is as twenty to one in their
favor, than ii breeding fron ordinary specimens,
even of the saine strain.

While I quite believe it possible for even the
very best specimens to sell for more than they are
worth, I quite as firmly believe that the purchaser
is, in three cases out of four, more money in pocket
than the seller. Many fanciers will not put a
price at all on such specimens, knowing well that
monecy, even in very large sums, can only occasi-
onally replace them ; indeed few truc fanciers will
put a price on a perfect bird. Four lundred dol-
lars was offered and refused for the pigeon that
won first prize in the hast great race from Rome to
Brussels. It seems alnost incredible that the
owner of that bird would refuse suclh an offer, but
be did so. There arc several ways of looking at
this: lie might have been a man that the amount
was no object to, and he would rather be able to
say that he owned the best proved flyer in tie
world, than he would that he could say ie wis
worth that much more gold ; another way of view-
ing it, is, thongh a needy man, and would not and
could not pay $400 for the bird if another owned
it. still, as he owned it hiiself, le would rather
keep it than excha.ge it for the money. There
can be no donbL as to the value of such a bird as
this to a dlying fandier for bicedintg piurpos -s ; and
say the ovner mated it vitihi another bird that liev
fron Rotme, supposinîg evei it was on..· o the latest

to arrive, there is not a mnuit mn a Homing Ai·-
werp but vould willingly pay four times as nmuch
for tbe young of .& pair of birds tit il w fr.tm
Roine to Brussels-the longest race on r -col --
than lie wouid for tlhose! bred frorn shorter dist4. nce
flyers ; and. notn ithstanding the higi price refused


