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his business. But will this not be taking advan-
tage of a system of cheap advertising? No, I
think not ; you alrcady have your paid advertise-
ment, and cannot be reasonably accused of such,
For the same reason beginners, who have not a
paid for advertisement in some poultry paper,
should not and do not sigh their names, but use o
non de plume, But, fanciers of the first class, let
us know yon—we want your stock.
Yours fraternally,

GALLIN.E.
T.efroy, May 3lst, 1879.

—_——— ¢ P
Faney Prices for Fancy Stock.

A hundred dollars for a hen! What a fool & man
must be to pay such a lot of money for one bird!\
This is just what a non-fancier, and one disinterest-
ed, would naturally say on hearing of any man pay-
ing as much for one bird as the contents of a dozen
barnyards could he purchased for ; and to those who
care nothing for a chicken only as so much butcher’s
meat on the table or for the eggs he wants for his
breakfast, it is only a very natural remark, and it
would be strange indeed if he expressed any other
opinion,

When a fancier hears of a large price being paid
for a bird, it does not strike him in the same way
at all ; he sees nothing in it to laugh at or make
light of.  His first expression likely is, how I would
like to own that bird, or how I would like {o see
that bird ; and should he be fortunate enough to sce
it, supposing he is a really good judge, he will look
at it with that inquisitive eye of eriticism that a
non-fancier knows notking about. If the bird is
up to his standard he is much more apt to think
the seller was the fool and not the purchaser; he
fully realizes,perhaps from sad experience,the labor,
the difficultics, the uncertainties, and the mis-
fortunes one has to wade through before he can pro-
duce a bird like that; he knows that twice the
money paid as salary or wages would not begin to
recompense him for it.  Still, of all who sce the
bird and hear of the price paid, Foor! is the ver-
dict of ninety-nine hundredths,

Those who have never engaged in the breeding
of fancy stock, or of fin¢ bred animals of any kind,
cannot understand that a pigeon or chicken which
can be bought at 123 cts by the single bird or by
the thousand, can, by constant car» and attention,
be so bred up to a recognized standard as that one
single bird will sell readily for as much as would
purchase athonsand common specimens; still such

. is the case, and when the matter is looked at inits

" appears to be to the casual observer.

proper light there is not the absurdity about it that
It is not
simply he placing of a setting of eggs undera hen,
and raising a brood of chickens, with the same

carclessness as th-y are hatched and raised in the
barnyard, that will produce such specimens as the
fancier requires; it 18 a far different matter from
that. A standard of excullence is set up, may be
the arriving at even that has Leen a matter of
study for many fanciers for years; the mating, the
crosging, the breeding, and reaving such specimens
as will come up to that standard is not the Iabor of
a day for one man, it may be the labor, the energy
and perseverence of many for years. This is some-
thing which cannot be paid for in money ; it is a
study and a labor which cannot be bought or hired.
Many are working to attain the same standard ; one
out of perhaps thousands arrive at it.  He has, by
industry and good judgement, produced an animal
which, according to the standard, is perfeet, or near-
1y so ; what is the consequence ? every fancier who
sees it envies and wants that bird, and almost every
one of them are willing to pay for it according to
the length of theit purse.  Allare ambitious to own
the best, knowing well that as like produce like,
their chances for producing first-class stock from
first class-specimens is as twenty to one in their
favor, than in breeding from ordinary specimens,
even of the same strain,

While I quite believe it possible for even the
very best specimens to sell for more than they are
worth, I quite as firmly belicve that the purchaser
is, in three cases out of four, more money in pocket
than the seller. Many fanciers will not put a
price at all on such specimens, knowing well that
money, even in very large sums, can only occasi-
onally replace them ; indeed few true fanciers will
put a price on a perfect bird. Four hundred dol-
lars was offered and refused for the pigeon that
won first prize in the last great race from Rome to
Brussels. It seems almost incredible that the
owner of that bird would refuse such an offer, but
he did so. There are several ways of looking at
this: he might have Leen a man that the amount
was no object to, and he would rather be able %o
say that he owned the best proved flyer in the
world, than he would that he could say he was
worth that much more gold ; another way of view-
ing it, is, though a needy man, and would not and
could not pay %400 for the bird if another owned
it, still, as he owned it himself, he would rather
keep it than exchaage it for the money. There
can be no donbt as to the value of such a bird as
this to a dying fancier for ieeding purpos s ; and
say the owner mated it with another bird that flew
from Rome, suppusing even it was one of the latest
to arrive, there is not 4 maun huying a Homing An*-
werp but would willingly pay four times as much
for the young of « pair of birds that il w from
Rome to Brussels—the Jongest race ot rcord --
than he wouid for those bred from shorter distence
flyers ;: and, notwithstanding the high price refused




