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) pver .

~and; we: ma.y almost: say, no event in history

‘the Wlhole m.xght of the world

: the powers of ‘the world a.nd of the_
, .Chun-oh ‘at Worms, 1n Apr11 of the year'1521;

*’is more wonderful, for ‘thenone man__fa.eed :

f‘.reply Was ‘
L even should there' ‘be:: a.s meny devils in:
. Worms as tlles on the houeebops, st1ll T wlll
Venter it.’

They - will - Burn-- you' as:they:: dld
‘Though

Lu‘bher . answ ered

enger,: begg'mg him’ not to enter. ~Luther's .
= ‘Go; and: tell your. master :that’

‘ When a.t length the old towers of

¥ e.t the clty of- Worms there to give a.ccmmt :
" of.; himself, a.nd necessarlly to retract his.

doctrmee He ‘had .a: safe-oonduct, ‘which

",party, “but Luthe'r knew thwt it was” God’

expressed hlmself to h1s friends: "I am’ ‘ealls

in that clty I will neither reca.nt nor fiee.

a.ir

“turned out to’ welcome the monk who daredv
to fa,ce the greatest powers ‘on_ earth for the

_-1=='.--.r-.’._- =

: LUTI-IERS MIGHTY NO i

i .meal.ly Wes ot no velue with the Pope’s,<
_iwm that he should attend the Diet, and thus .
ed' it s ordered a.nd decreed ‘that’ I appeer N

"' 'I will 80 t0, Worms in spite of ‘all the ga.tes L
,lof hell and the prmce “of ‘the’ power of the - -
.:AS he passed through Germany. to.the -~
j'clty, ﬂhe inha.bitants -of ‘towns and v‘IJla.ges--,;._
' .orowds rushed out of ‘the houses. to-behold -
‘the humble monk who braved- the :Emperor, ,
o the Popes nuncios, the prmcee and thei

‘Joh.n

.Huss, eaid some, who rc;nembered wha.t was
-the. va.lue of the sa.fe-conduct gra.nted to
f-:’;that ma.rtyr
‘they:should: ‘kindle-a- ﬁre ‘all the 'way ‘from
~Worms’ to Wittemberg, ‘the flames ‘of’ whlch
"rea.ch to: hea.ven, -I'could. walk through it
-in the name of txhe Lord ~:Ag he. neared the
2 - city, Bis’great: “griend, Spa.latm, sent a-mes-" i
5 ~'_:Ha.v1ng been--cursed - by the Pope hlmself g
to ‘the fullest extent of ‘his ahillty, Luther;
T AWas summoned by _the, mlg'hty Empez'or,.,
. Charles V. = practzcally soversign’ ‘of the-
R world—bo appear before the Dlet oonvened f

 F. God's. enemies _Luther was prostra.te
" spiritual conﬂict . Was. God with' hlm
- ‘God hear- h1m R :
Such were his longing questi;ons 10 God. Hef o

_for the me.ss of people, a.nd :
a.s mjdnrght before he oou.ld be, elone,'

both lay: me dmvn in" peace a.nd sleep:’for
thou, Lord only, ma.kest me dwell m sa.fety,
a.nd took hxs rest. L

frock, Luther appearecl before the gmndeur .
of the Dlet. He was de.zed for a mcvment by
the a,rray before m = Dmperor, ,e]ectors,~-

soverelgns, dul\esr, a.nd ambassadors Papal

nuncios; . archbishops 'md bishops, not ‘to -
P spea.k of. pnnces and counts—but he soon Te-

gained his’ calm " .
‘Martin- Luther’ erled Eck the spokes-.

. ‘man of the D1et as he pointed to.a pile of
. some twenty volumes ‘upon’ the table ‘do you -
) acknowledge these. books to have been writ-

ten- by. you" Are you prepsred to retract

‘ " and dxsa.vow the oplmons you ‘have advane-
B ed in them"'" '

Lu'ther rcphed ‘Most gracious Emperor

and’ most! gracious princes and lords, the

books tlmt,have Just been named are mine.’ -
‘And then he asked for time to reply to the

second questlon ‘as it was one ‘which con- .
o -,cerned the salvationof souls, and ‘as it 'was
e one 1n whxch the Word of God—than ‘which. -
nohhing is greater 1n heaven or: ea.rth——-was i
’interested L o

Im the mornlng, dressed in hls monke .

“'Had. God forsaken him 7. -

crlcd “Sta.nd at my ‘side’ for’ the sake of thy

: 'well-beloved Jesus | Chirist, w1b.o is my de-,
. fence, my shield and my strong torwer Then,
. . after a period of pleading, thée da.rkness lift-
ed, and Luther said,

thee ! I sha.ll a.blde for ev-er with -theel.

Amen' cess0 0 God' help me. . .. ‘Amen!’
The sgony of that ee.rly morning is proot"

that Luther S. comage was flom God; it was

. 0o mere “iron human w111 which bent the
Diet to a.ttentxen—lt was the strength wh.ieh
_.God gave: his- serva.nt which "bowed. the

mighty to listen ‘to h1s worde. S i
"Calm in. his soul,: and filled with conﬂ-

- dence-and courage, Luther on. the’ ever mem-

his carand. sang the hymn of his own com-
posing— .~ -

-~ Avsure defelice and ; trusty gua.rd
-vHis help'.as yet.in every. need, S
) vFrom da.nger ha.t‘h our spmt freed

- Our a,neient foe in rage, - .. .o
. -May. all his spite. dieple.y' : )
May. war against .us. wage,:

‘And’ armhim for the fray, .. .

He the.t can‘keep a.ll earuh a.t hay %

At mid-da,y the clt.y was rea,ched and -

“*A tower: of streng'th is God our Lord—— L

' . orable April 18, 1621, eppeared once more be-
o '.vforre the 'Diet. ‘He. respectfully saluted . the_
.. Emperor, the lords and the prlnees. He; )

'bhe eity ‘arose bofore h.is eyes, he sat up in

then declared that even his enemies had said
of parts of his writings that: they were con-

. formable’to scnptrure, therefore . thess - he

could not ‘retract.  Also - suoh parts ‘of hiS'
books a,s attacked - the errors-of’ doctrinc or
evﬂs in the’ life of the. Pa.pacy he could not

-withdraw,. lest if he did so, ev1ls still Warse

by means of. such’ withdrawal should be pro- '

mulgated As to such parts. of his writings -

ag those in which he had treated. indiwdu-

’ a.ls with . little: ceremony, he would retract

,,,,, But, he ad- .
ded let him but be convmced from the Word
of God that he was in error, and he would

be the first to cast his books mto the'flames,

Ha.vmg thus answered the questions of

T

‘My soul, ‘belongs. tq - a




