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THE
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ESSING OF

ORIGIN AND BL
BELL

CONGLUDED.
Finally, the bell is dedicated to o parti-

cular saint, that under his auspices, the

consecrnted signal may exoit a happy ine
fluence over the fuithful, and tha they may
hearken to its holy appeals, as if to the
voice of ono who now reigas in heaven,
sid calls upon them to imitate his assiduity
ard fervor in discharging the duties of

religions

“When these mysterious anointings are
finished, the attendants bring the censor tu
the bishop, with perfumed drugs, myrrh,
and mcense.  These are put into the cen-
sor in the usual way, and left burning be-
neath until the singing of the last Gospel.
Incense is of {requont use in the ceremo-
nies of the charch, and implies the energy
and activity ot holy prayers, which when
tieated by the firo of divine love, rise up
and penetrate to the throne of God as a
And

sactifice of sweet-smelling savour.

who sincerely investigate the truth, and
who find no gratification in the low artis
fice of impugning and denouncing, by un.
fair representation, every practice that sa.
vors of Catholic pioty, it is obvious that
the whole rite is notinpg more than a so-
lemn dedication of a work of art to the
noble purposes of religion, and a prayer of
the Church by which she invokes upon
her children the graco of being benefited
by its use. Ilow then can it be asserted
that this ceremony is considered by the
Catholic Church as a baptism? Daoes it
fullow that it is looked upon as a real baps
tism,* because this name is given to it in
the popular language of certain districts,
on account of the smiilarity between some
pattsof the solemn rito and the baptismal
ceremony? Does it argue candor or re-
fiection in our adversaries to prefer sucha
charge, when the absurdity implied in it is
not less ridiculous than impious?  If the
bells that are consecrated are sometinies
placed under the care or patronage of cer~

this being a principal duty to which the {13 jndividuals, who may superintend their

Lell invites us, hence the free use of incense

in its consecration.

“Lastly, a pottion of the Gospel is said

omployment, these persons are improperly
called sponsois, and the ceremony used
by the Chusch does not require the pre-

From the Catholic Advocate.
THE TRUE CHURCH.
CONTINUED,

The manifest intention of Christ; in
founding this church, was to propagate the
principles af his religion s hat is, to make
them known over the whole world, and to
all men, even until the end of ime.

Thoso who should receive the principles
of his rellgion were, on certain conditions,
to be admitted as mombers of bis Church,
and thus in fellowship with himself, and
with the rest of his followers, to bo brought
safely through the desert pilgrimage of the

whose glory and brightness, of whose joy's
and delights, they should be made partak-
ers after their departure from this world.

Jesus Christ must have designed that
tho truths of his religion should Le taught,
believed and practised in his Church, pres
cisely as he tought them himself, without
ahteration or evasion; and consequently he
must have intended that those who shou'd,
in the course of time, be added to the fel-
lowship of his church, should believe pre-
cisely with the rest, and ¢¢in the bonds

present life, to the eternal kingdom, of

uich of these protenders, and God, in hit
mercy, has so disposed evonts, that to the
houest inquirer there is superabundant
proof of the superior claims of the Ore,
Holy, Catholiv, and Apostolic Church.
We casily fix tho origin of each of the
sects at a period far posterior to the timg
of Christ, and thereby show, that if Christ
established a church at all, none of these
can, by possibllity, be his church. W
casily prove from the records of history,
and from the progress of religious contro-
versy, nay from the very adinissions of the
different sects, that the Catholic Church
existed Dbefore them all; that these so-
.perated from her; that they protested
(against her; and thereby wo show that
if any existing church bo the ono which
'Christ established, it must bo the Ca-
jtholic Church. We do more, for we
_prove the continual existence of tho Cathn
“olic Church from the very time of Christ
‘and his Apostles, and therety show that
‘she is truly his Church.

Yet, it is a general tenet of religious
opinion among Protestants, that the Cath-
oiic Church is " a false, suparstitious, sad

or sung by the deacon from the tenth chaps
ter of St. Luke, which describes the visit
afaur blessed Saviour to Mary and Martha,
i which Mary is commended tor her assis
duous attendance on his sacred person, and
tha over-solicitude of Martha is gemly re.
proved, in that solemn and memorable ads
monition,~+*Ddlartha, Martha, thou art so-
licitous and troubled about many things,
but one thing is necessary.’ (Luke x, 41

of christian peace preserve the unity of  even idolatrous{Church,” and that, forthe
the christian spirit.” Jove of God, all trun chrisuans should re-
The religious truths which Jesus Christ gard cer with hatred and aversion.
taught, and a knowledge of which, by the
establishment of his church, he was desir-
ous to propagate and spread over the whole *
world for the benefit of all men, were well (o1, symbol, because it seemsta be
defined and precise dogmas, and well ase ' the only ona not in dispute among pro-

certained moral principles, perfectly har Liegtants. Lot us exumine, for a mg-
monizing with each other, and their na-

sence of auny such individuals.d Asto the
imputation that bells were rung at funerals
and during storms, to frighten away the
demons that were supposed to hover around
the dead, or to be authors of the tempest,
it is too planly the offspring of ignorance
or malevolence. If our fore futhers enters
tained the opinion that storms could be
averied by the agitation of the air, resuls

This tenet of religious opinion, ought
to be considered as the only fundamental
and clearly ascertained point of the pro-

and 42).

“Such is the great lessan which the bell
is intended frequently to preachtous. It
will break in upon our occupatinns, whes
ther serious or gay, whether lawful or un~
lawful.—Like the voice of Christ to Mar-
tha, it will remind us of 1he inwiility of
much that we are doing, perhaps even of
its sinfulness.—It will discourse, wisely
and foreibly, of the value of the sout, and
of ihe importance of attending to its salva.
tion ; of tha shortness of time and the aw-
tul length of eternity.—1It will sound lik,
the solemn warnings of the last trumpet,
and teach usto prepare whilst preparation
is practicable. [t will entome the angeli-
cal salutation three times each day, and
bid us bend our heads, and humble our
bear's in the adoration of the adorable
It will regus
late a vasiety of dusies, as its ancient ins

mystery of the Incaroation.

scription purpocts,

Jaudo Deum verum. Plebem voco. Congrego

Clerum.
Defucctos ploro. Testem fugo.  Festa decoro

1t will summon usto prayer, morning and
evening 5 it will notify in deeper tones the
It will
remind us of the duty of praying for the
daad, it will encourage us to pray in seas
sons of danger, it will muliply its admonis
tans on our holy Sabbaths, and give a
cheerful solemnity to the days consecrated

celebration of the aw{ul mysteries.

to 2 more particular worship.™#

These remarks will suffice 10 explain the

nature of the oeremony by which bells ace
consecrated, and tv overthrow completely

the grounds on which modern fanaticism
l'as undertakeg to brand it with the note
of superstition, Ia tho judgment of those

Discourse of the Rev. Dr Weedall, ,

ting fiom ihe sounding of bells, perhaps
they erred a liule, although ianocently,
by calculating too large upon a principle
upon natural philosophy ; but they un-
doubtedly proved themselves vastly supes
rior to their critics of modern times, in the
theory and practice of Christian philoso.
phy, which led them to toll the bell au the
funeral of the dead, as a warning voice to
the living, and, in the fury of the tempest,
to se1 4 forth its sound, hallewed as it was
by the orisons of religion, and a cry of
alarm,and as a general supplication to him
who wields the thunderbolts of heaven,
that he would look to the affliction of his
servants, and avert the dangers with, which
they were threatened. In all this there
might be something offensive to that deso-
lating puritanism which has endeavored
to divorce nature from its Divine Author,
by denying all religious influence to the
external world, but in the eyes of reason,
it will always bo a mark of true religion,
as well as the glory of the Catholic
Church, to make use of outward things, as
fitand powerful agents for awakening in
the heart of man the most salmary impress
sions. “Praise ye the Lord in his holy
places ¢ praiso lum with sound of trumpet;
praise kim with psaltery and harp; praise
him on high-sounding cymbals; praise him
on cymbuls of joy ; let every spirit praise
the Lord.” Ps. 150 —U.S. Cath.Mag.

* It is stated in the Capitulars of Charlemagne,
that this prince forbade the ceremony, because,
saysa wriler, it was thought by soie io boa bap.
tistn. That this prohibition howerver was merely
a prudential and temporary measore,10 praveat the

rowth of an errooeous notion among the people,
i3 manifeat from the fact, that the ardinance of
the emperor was not enforced, an - the costom of
blessing bells pravailed thronghout the Choreh in
a form not lisble 10 abase. Pops John XIil, in
tne teath ceotury, was not the authorof th s co-
Temony, a» may b seen from Marloge, lib. 2
ds Antiq. Eccl. Rit. e. 21
{See Roman Pontifical.

ture incapable of change or improvement,

We need not undertake to prove these
positions, because there is an evidence of
their truth in their simple exposition, supes
rior to the light of the best contrived and
most forcible argumentation.

The worid was ignorant of the religion
of Christ until he car:e and taught it, and
men could in his time, only learn it from
himself; and since his time, they have
been able to come to a knowledge of it,
only by the aid of the church, which was
estoblished for the express purpose of
teaching what he revealed, Hence, we
find that all the nations of tho earth, that
have been fortunate enough at any timeto
pass from the darkness of Paganism into
the admirable light of Christian Know-

the church established by Christ, which,
like a faithful spouse, has presented them
to her beloved as the children of her affec-
tion. Heoce, also, those nations which
have renounced allegiance to this church
and refused to claim her as mother, have
gradually relapsed into ignorance of Chyis-
tian Truth, in proportion to the violence

some are becoming, with respsct 1o the
moral virtues and the Christian mysteriys,
but litt e superior to 1he very heathens.

As there are various sects in christens
dom row exhibiting claims 10 be the church
of Christ,we ofien hear the inquiry,“n"hich
is the true church?'’~.¢*which is the church
of Christ 7" But we marvel how any per«
son, who is it all acqainted with the facix
of history, can be the lezst puzsled to des

the post may be seen tho true tithes

ledge have done so under the guidance of}| -

4 e .
and perseverance of their rebellion, vntil |

cide this question. Upon the recprds of

ment, the data upon which this assump-
jtion agsinst the Catholic Church is made.

First: Protestants take for granted that
several of the doctrines and observances
of the Catholic Church are false and sus
perstitious.  Assaming the doctrines to
be falso, they denounce the Church which
teaches them, But, in response, the Ca»
tholic Church proves that these same docs
trines have been taught by the Church,

during preceding ceniuries, from the very
time of Christ,

Secondly : Protestants, finding this to
be true, assume that the Church, very
soon after the timo of Christ, fell into er-
Yor, superstition, and idolatry : in a word,
that “¢ it fell into popery.”

l

Thirdly: When asked, where was the
Church of Chria during the ages when
the Catholic Cliurch was the only visible
Christian Churzh, they assume that the
Church of Christ was, during all that tims,
invisidle,

Fau‘rlhl_y : They assume that it became
again visible in the person of Luther and
his followers, in the sixteenth centary,-and’
is now visible in the, heterogeneous scts,
who are disturbing christendom, with theiz
clamorous disputations and contradicsory
gospel schemes and theories,

Upon these liberal and perfeetly graty-
itous assumptions, is based that barmonious
and concordant hostility to the Catholic
Church, which as we befure remarked, #
this only point upon which Protestants pre-
sent a semblauce of agresmont,

' (To b Coniimué.)




