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CURRENT TOPICS AND EVENTS.

THE LESSON 0F THE SEASON.
The close cf the aid year and the

beginning of the new is a timne
which should touch even the most
trivial natures te thoughtfulness.
Then, if ever, should we look back
wvith devout gratitude on the past,
and rernember ail the gracious deal-
ings of God toivard us. Then
should we look forward with hope
and confidence te the future, trust-
ing that the guidance and grace
which have been vouchsafed in the
past will be sufficient aise in the
timne te corne.

These anniversary seasons are
Xnilestones, as it were, -by which we
rnay measure our progress through
life. They are hill-tops which we
tnay clirnb and get clearer views cf
the winding way by which wve have
been led, and brighter prospects cf
the end cf the jouriey and the goal
êf our hopes. And doubtless, as
wve look we shall note rnany crooked
ÉtepE ; rnany mistakes and falîs.
Let us be admcrtished by the past
and make straight paths for eur
feet in the time te corne, aveiding
the causes cf stumbling and failure
which imp'eded our pragress and
inarred our life work.

Trave.llerc crossing the Alps, as
they ciimb higher and higher by the
devicus zig-zags cf the road, seem
ie turn in aimless windirigs, sorte-
times apparentiy going directly
àway ýrom their destined goal. But
as they reach the suramit cf the
pass, and see the winding way
spread out like a rnap beneath their
feet, they see that every one cf
these windings was necessary te
overceme some cîiff-like obstacle,
or escape some yawning ravine.
Se as we climb life's mounitain
rlepes, and get broader, clearer
views cf the way in which the Lord
our Ged has Led us, from. the van-
tage ground cf the added years, ive
are able te understand much that at
the time seemned incemnprehensible
Many strange experiences, niany

losses and crosses, which seerned
only evil, we now kncw were only
good. And, doubtless, when fromn
the vantage ground of the higher
life cf heaven, we see clearly spread
eut like a rnap the life-path cf the
past, we shall see that flot a single
crook in o.ir lot, net a single steep
and irduous place, was unnecessary
for the accomplishnxent cf our
journey.

. The season should be one aIse cf
spiritual stock-takinig, as it were.
We shculd balance our bocks and
ceunit our gains. If we look abroad
in nature we shail flnd that every-
thing has marks cf grcwth and pro-
gress. The forest trees have added
anether ring te their girtb ; the
orchards and fields have braught
foi-th their fruit ; the barns are filled
with ripened grain. How is it with
our spiritual husbandry ? Have we
garnered wisdom from the past?
Have we breught forth the fruits cf
holiness? Are our characters riper,
and niellewed inte richer sweetness?1
What accounit, te change the figure,
shall we render te the Lord cf the
harvest for cur stewardship? Have
we put out cur talents te, usury and
irnproved the opportunities cf the
past? Have we gained yet ciher
talents ? Are ive richer in spiritual
graces? Have ire more cf the mmid
that iras ini Christ? Have we mare
powrer over sin ? or alas ! has siai
more powrer over us?

Let us deal faithfuliy with aur-
selves. We are a year nearer
our grave ; ire are aise a year
nearer aur salvation or aur con-
deninatien than we irere a year
ago. Let us sit in honest judg-
ment on aur ewn seuls. Better
that our hearts shculd condenin us
ncw than that Gcd and cur hearts
shauld condema us hereafter, irben
it shail be forever tee late te retrieve
the wvasted past.

Swift yars, but tesch us how to boar,
To tcel, to act w1th strongth and ahUill,

To reason wiseJy, nobly daro,
Thon qpood your courses as ye wull


