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P OLITICAL FEDEliATION 0F TRE EMPIRE.

SIR GEORGE BADEN-I>OWELL, K.O.M.G., M.P.

TaiE tons of thousaflds wvbo witnossed
front within, the litindreds of tliousaLnds
who witniessed front without, and the
millionts wlbo have cagerly rcad of the
stately and unique ceremnoîies liy which
the linperial Institute lias been tîlaugur-
uted, were the genuine reprvseiittivcs
,of every part of our wvonderful Emipire.

The Queen and Eipress, flot less re-
Bpected titan beloved by more than four
hundrcd million subjeots, liere received,
witli hier 80on and lieir-apparent, the wvill-
ing hornage of by far the largcst national
IL party" of the hiurnan race; and these
subjects truthfully pride theinselves that
under lier crown they enjoy a freedom.
more Becure, genuine, and well-ordered
than the liberty, se of ton degenerating into
license, which is the lot of citizens of the
new-fasbioned meoney-ridden republios.

Yet this very Emapire, tg) whiclh the
Imperial Institute bias becoine a necessity,
was, in its prosent charasoter, actually non-
existent fifty ycars ago. It is a fact that
the British Emnpire lias appropriated thlree
out of the four areas w ithin tîte tenîperate
zones not hitiierto occupied by civilized
m-an. North Ainorica, South Africa, and
Australasia have fallen te the Britisît
only South Amnerica romnains for other
colonizingy races. In reclaiîning for the
uses of civilizaîtion these vaset and fertile
areas, the Britislî race liais fouîîd new
opportunities and cliannels for the in-
vestmient and crettion of capital, the
dcvelopmient of industries and commerce,
and the eînleynent of piopulation both
ut hoine and abroad.

So gigrantic and ral)id a developnient of
eonoinie conditions lias, not unnaturally,
creatod a proportiomnte sentimntt muid
l)ri(le of far-reaching effeot. The national
sentimient is now cetitred on the liperial
ascendency o)f tlie race, anid tlirotuglîut
ai classes the idea of a great uîîited
empire lias takien suceli hold that the
barcst suspicion of trcasoa te that idea
sîiffices te huri froîn power thie îîîost in-
fluential staîtesîn -n.

'l'lie idea cf the unity of tho race and the
iîîtegrity cf its reabins, at one t iîîe the ridi-
culed droaîn cf tlîeorists, at ;tnet.hr tîte iian-
practicable schieîîeof too-ardeît, politicans.
lias bocomie the firar. article iii thie avowed
crecd of cvery public mian. At time lasb
general election there %vas not a candidate
but spolie ind wvrote cf bis absadaite inten-
tion te uphold the uîmity cf the Emipirc.

Iiprial Fedoration is the catch word
that lias seized upcni l)eular faveur, and
its actuatil, or techiîical, ineaîîing lias been.
lest iii the wvider fact that the phrase is
anerely taiken te represent this idea of the
uinity anti initegrity of our great Emipire.
Yet, for ail thoughtful statesmnen, the
phrase is the source of nincli anxious
ponîdcring. The question is constantly
prop1 outided :Wliab cai bo actually donc?1
Whiît real, tangible wvork can bo tnder-
taken ilbat shaîl secure the substantial
realization cf this grreat idea?

The history cf the motlier counîtry, in
tbe past contains tbe only reliable in-
dications cf the lîistory cf the future cf
that nîotber country and hier nuinerous
colonial offspring. That histery is the
tale cf successive develepmients, cf a
series of growths axîd changes, usually of
sucli eliglit comnparative importance as
almeost te escape notice. Britisli bistory
affordsnoeoxaipie cf sudden, new reforms,
ne miagnificent paper constitutions, no
brand-new codes and institutions-it is
only a record cf perpetual grovtlî.

Se miust ir, bo withi the consolidation cf
the varicus cemipontent parts cf the
Emipire , with the realizatien cf the idea
and spirit cf ce-operation amud uaity ; with
the consunation of what is inant by
the po)lular ph rase, linperial Federation.

Working for this great end is the une
eo'erwhelmning political farce-tie pepular
will. This niay ho guided and stitnulated
by the hlistorian and the statesmnan ; in
the press and on tbe platfcrm ; iii par-
liaient and in private. But it cami oily
grow te be n overwbelnimig force by
roaseîî of iLs9 being, broad based upon the
truc ecenoinie necessities cf the case.

Statistics cle;îrly show that, whlue cf
the total nports inte tho United King-
dciii ene-tentli omly la nîanufaîct tres, cf
tlie exports ne less tlîac four-fifths con-
sists cf mnanufactures. On tlie otberhnad,
whule of the total imnpora inte Itidia and
ilie coloniies at leaat omie-baif is cf iuanu-
factured articles, of the total experts
nimieteem-tiveatieths is miade uip cf foods
anid raw iiiaterials.

Sueli leadiiag facts indicate Ltme truc
ocononîIlic relations between England and
lier colonies, anid aifford very suibstantial
reaisons fo)r tbe faîith tbat tlîe public liais
iii the Iliiipire, atid the determnination
not to fî'itta'r away that Enpire.-Fort-
nightly fleiic.


