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HOLLAND ANI) ITS PEOPLE.

BY THE RE V. S. P. ROSE.

VIEW ON THE LOWER RHINE.

PEuuzHps no nation lî's ev er ma de a~ braver fighit for existence,
plîysieal oîpolit-icaI tlvi Hollanid. Astudy 0fthe physical con-
ditions -ander wicih its national life lits been pi-eserved, excites
sui-prise that tiiere is any llolland to write about or visit. An
Italian travellor, Edinondo de Arnicis, tlîus el ýscribes the natural
fe.atures of Holland wheiu first occupicd by thie Gernians:

Iwas almost uninfiabitable. There w,%ere vast ternpcstuous lakles, like
sens, touching one another; mora.ss beside morass; one tract covered with
b-rushwood after another; immense forests of pines, winka, and aidera,
tmrred by herds of wild horses; and so thick were these forests, thiat
tradition says, one could tr-avel for leagues, passing froni troc to tree, withi-
out ever putting foot to, the ground. The deej> bays and guifs carried into
thte litart of the country the fury of the northern tempests. Sonie provinces

daperdonce every ycar under the waters of the sea. The larg- riv r>
without any inclination to descend to the seai, wandered here and there,
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