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was to get drunk, or give mortal offence to his
entertainer,  On this principle, the suppers after
Lodge hours waere devoted to social enjoyment,
The song, the toast, and the racy jest went round
merrily ; and often, to say the truth the Brethren
exceeded the bounds of moderation. And 1t is
scarcely to be wondered at, when emvivinlity was
50 fashionoble amongst the higher classes of so.
ciety. It was considered a matk ol distinction to
he called a ihree-bottlé man, and a disgrace to re-
tire from the dinner-table sober. 1 have seen a
great deal of ®t nmongst Masons, and have heard
many anecdotes of the same vice 1n men eminently
gifted with greatund commaading talents, There
was some tru‘h in Hogarth’s representation of the
Free and Accepled Masons in his pleture of
¢ Nizht,’ where the Mauster of a Lodge, Sir Thonwas
Veil, appears 10 a state of intoXication, and aath a
broken head. Tius picture was much talkedubout,
and, althourh tt was considered a hbel on tae
Fraternity. it was a repr sentaton founded on un-
deniable fucts.

“ Notwithstanding these circumsta ices, there
existed a high tone of morality amongst the Ma-
sons of that peried, ¢ 1 should like 1o bie mode »
Mason,? saud a friead of Dr. Manningham 10 hum
one day. He was a city tradesmsn. I thnk nt
would be of service to my trade.> *Is that you
sole motive ?* asked the doctor. * Yes? ¢ Then/
be tephied, ‘1 wQuld advise you 1o reconsuler the
maiter, and relinquish all idea of becoming o Bro-
ther of the Craft, for I shall think it my duty to
iuform the Brethren what your motive 15, ant vou
are cestain to be rejected.?

¢ We heard, about this time, that certam Jevs
were implicated in the usvauthorised mmnovauons
of our continental Brethren, 1f, mdeed, they were
1ol the chief movers ..l them. as was asserted by
some authorities; and 1t- was the first notice we
ever received of the descendants of Abraham being
admitted to a participation in our Christtan privi-
leges. From their success n procuring intttation
into the surreptitions Masonry of the continent,
the English Jews soon lecame successful candi-
dates for admission into aur symbolical Order; for
it was justly conlended that, as Jows were not ex-
cludpd from attending Christian churckes, it would
beé impolitic and unchatitable to close-a Christian
Lodge agawst them. _ From that pertod they have
been received into Masonry as members of an
universal Order, whose principles, hke those of the
Christian religion; are drstined to cover the earth
as the waters cover the sea.

¢ Rumours now arose, where orrgmating 1c one
could discover, that Freemasonry xas exclustvely
a Jewish'institution ; aud the proposmon formed
a prolific -subject of discussion amongst us. At
length an eminent Jew offered humnselt as a canus-
date for initiation in our Lodge ; and bewng a repu=
table and in ellizent man, he was, of course, ac-
cepted ; ‘and then we discovered the grounds on
which the arguments tor the Jewish onigio and ap-
plication of Masoary were based. Ouwe evenny,
in 2 nnmerous Lodee, Dr. Manuingham expatated
largely, in his lecture, 0. Faith, Hope, and Charuy,
as virtues equally of Masonry aud Chnstianny.
‘When the lecture’ was ended, our Hebrew Brother
observed that, in his' opinion, Fanh, Hope, and

harity -had no exislence in ancient Maconry.
He contended that as Solomon built the Tecnple ut
Jerusalem, which forms the great allegory of the
Order, and as he was. the first and chief of the
three Grand Masters, 1t follows that Masonry
must be & Jewish establishment, and consequently
inapplicable to the recepiion of virtues which are
peculiar {0 any sectafian religton.

¢+ Dr. Manningham admitted that the argument
was specious, and might have the effect of con-
vincing some {ew superficial Brethren, but 1t was
not sound ; for, he ogserved, if Masonry be Jew-
ish, it i3 not only ‘sectanan, but of the most ¢x-
clusive character ; for Palestine was but a flower-
garden.compared to the rest of the wosld,.and us
population as to numbers. perfectly insignificant,
And it Solomon's. Grand Mastership be csteemed
of an{ importance iu the decision of this question,
it will be found an unfortunate argament, for the
weight of evidence is decidedly against 1t. Itis
rue that Solomoa was a Jew, but his two col-

luagues were heathens, wrrshippers of Hercules
and Astarte, and addicted to-the practice 8t the
spurtous Freemasonry of Tummuz; aud, there-
fore, 1f this reasoning be of any value, 1t will tend
to prove that Freemasonry is a teathen rather
thin a J«wish wnstitation, becuuse Pugamsm  fur-
nishied two out ot three chief rulers in Masonry,

«“ But, Maompgham  continued, * although
Solomon was a Jew, and could speak of trees,
troin the cedar tree that 1sin Lebanon, even unto
the hyssop that springeth out of the wall; and
also of beasts, aud of towl, and of ereepiuy things,
and ot fishes, he was protoundly ignorant of the sei-
ence of architecture.  He undersiood natural listory
pertectly, but we do not find that he was cele-
mated for a knowledge of Operative Masonry,
and as he was unacquatnted  wath this subline
science, much tess conld any of his.subjects
eslablish a claim 10 such an excellent knowiedge,
[n facty 1t he bud possessed, 1 his own dominions,
artists nud workhtnen suffictently talented 10 have
erected o temple 1o the true God, he wonld not
uave sohicited the aud of tore.gners and worships
pers of false deties.  Lhe anctent Jews were con-
tessedly 1gunorant of Masoury, and, theretore, the
wo Hirams were the persous principally engage
1 the execution of this great work, Tnhey cole
lected together the seattered bands ot their country-
men, the Dionystaes, from lkgypt and othets
countnes, and- diveding them nto tmee parties,
stationed one in the torest of Lebanony, anuther
the stone quarres, and the third i the cluyey
ground between duccoth and Zesedathab, winle
solomon merely lurmshed the superior and 1n-
fertor labourers for the wourk, under the direction
of Adunhtram. 1 cannot uuderstand, therefore,
how the above atgument can be viged with any
degree o confidence  Javow of the hypothesis
that Freemusomy 1s a Jewsh wstitution.’

¢ Qur Hebrew Brother was too tenacious of the
truth of lis argument 1o abandon 1t without an
effort, and he tnumphantly contended that as the
Tabernacle and Temple, with their appendages,
are consutuent and dispensable objects of llus-
uaiton tn the system of Freemasoury, its Levi-
ttieal ongin 1s thereby unequivocally proved,

“ Dr. Manmngbam dented the premises, on the
ground that the application of these religious edi~
tices m the lectures of Masonry 1s merely symbo-
hcal ot a better and wore perfect dispensatfon,
‘12 & word,” he continued, ‘if AMasonry be uni-
versal, 1t can only be applied to a untoersal religion
which, Judaism confessevly 18 not.  And, there-
lose, it foilowws, that, 1f there be a refigion winch,
10 God’s good tume, shull embiace alt mankind,
and bring ther nto one fold under oue shepherd,
that 15 the rehigon in wineh ot men will uiimately

agree, It is a consummativn (v wiich every true |

Mason looks furward wilh deught, as a season
when 2 wwversal religwu shall cearent alt mankind
i the bunds of a umvessal Brotbernood § when
the dove shall hold out the ohive-biancn of pesce
to all the haudreds of ihe canh; when swoids shatl
ae ueal to |.luug.1!mrcs,' Waen  natwon shiali not
nse agaiust Dalun, uctiher snail there e war any
more.  Ttus completton of the everlasung desigy
of the Most High will reuder uasonic secrecy uus
necessary, aud Chrtst shall be att s atr)

% "The Jew persisted that, in applyiag Masonry
to Obristanity, we pluced oursetves m a worse
situation than-tp admtung s Jewish tendency,
because 1ts umversaity was thus desiroyed by the
adoption of a prnciple exctustvely sectartan,”

« ¢ What,” Dr. Munnwgham replied, ¢ sectarian
10 assimitate @ unmiversal system to a'untvessal re-
higion ¥ ;

¢+ But I deny,’ said the Jew, ¢ that Chrishamty
18 3 umversal religion. I velieve that Judawsn ts
the only true way of worshipping God. and that
1t will tlumately prevail over ail others.?

¢ Dr. Muanmngham seferred. to the book of
Common Prayer, whtch always lay on'the table.
and read from’ the seventh utticle »s follows : ¢ The
Old Testument 18 uof contrary to the New ; formn
both everlasting life 1s offered to mankind by
Chnst, who 1s the only Meditator between God
and Man 3 and the taw given rom God by Moscs;
as touching. ceremonies - and rites, does- not bind
Christian Men.> He admitted that it may be per-
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fectly consistent in a Jew to apply Masonry to the
sequirements of his own rseligion’; bu, he said, it
was impossible for the Christian to copy  his ex«
ample.  And for this plain redsou. Ifhe be firmly
persuaded that Chnistiamty is a universal religion,
which te must be it he believes the Gospel to be
true, he cannot, without inconsistency, aflira, that
by making Masonry a Christran institution, 1ts
univessality is aflected. If, on the contrary, he
really thinks that Freemasonry is a Jewish insti~
tution, he must necessatily believe in the etermty
of Judaism, and is, of course, a doubtful Christian,
because St. Paul affizms that the Levitcal institu-
nons were abolished by the mussion of Jesus
Christ.

« ¢ But) said the Jetw, reserving his strongest
argument to the last, * What con the repeated re-
ferences in Freemasonry to the Great Creutor of
the Umverse. JEHovall, the Tetragrammaton of
*he Jews, mean, if they do not pomnt out the Jew-
1sh ongin of Masonry T

« ¢ These references,’ Dr. Msnningham replied,
tare decisive of the question at issue, T, G. A.
0. T. [. 18 an undoubted landmwk ot encient
Musonry, sckuowledged @ the revivalin 1717,
and explained 1n the suthorized lectures to mean,
Hiys thnt was placed on the topmost pmnnacle of
the Temple: aud 1t is not possibie by any process
of reasontngto apply 3t otherwisewsan 10 Christ,
without questiomng the truth of Sacied Writ; for
no other persons that the world ever saw had been
placed in that position. It follows, therefore, that
the founder of Chrnistianity constituies an authentic
and unalterable Jandmark of ancient Masonry.
Read continued the Master, ¢ read the fundamental
princip o1 the Order, asrecorded in a manuscn’yt
in the K.yal Labrary, said to have been originally
written in the tenth century, of whuch I have here
a copy > Aund he produced the transenpt, from
which he read the following passage, amidsta
variety of tirections 1o the Craf, alt o the -sume
purport :—

“Into the churche when thou dost gon,
Pullo uppe thy herte to Crist, anon!
Uppon thie rode thou lohe uppe thens
And kuele down fuyre on bothe thy knen;
Then pray to hym 80 to worche,

After the lawe of holy churclie,

For to kepe the commandmentes ten,
‘That God gaf to alte moa;

And pray to him with myfdc steven
‘I'okepe the {rom the synnes seven.

¢ ¢ Such were the landmarks of Masonry in the
time of Athelstan,” Dr. Manmughan concluded,,
¢when the first English Grand Lodge was esta-
blished at York, and they are unslterable, and cone
tinue the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever.’

% The Jew was silenced, but not convinced,

“t You see, sir,’” my strange wnstructor proceeded,
¢ that this parnt was argued dogmatically by our
nteligent Master; and be had an undoubled right
10 do 50, for he was not only the representative of
wispom. but had also the advantages of study and
«xperience. The subject,was repeatediy discussed-
in our Lodges, and 1 have beard the opintons of;
eve.y Mason during the erghteen ceninty who held
any avthority in the Craft, and they all agreedin
the abiove tatet pretation ol the connection between’
Freemasonry and the religion 10 which all men-
agree.

B During tae Mastership of Dr. Manningham,
the great gun of the opponents of Mazonry, cailed
Juchin and Boaz. made its appeasance, and passed
through numersous editiens.  {ts success stumulated
other speculators to follow. in the same track; and
spurious rituals flooded the commumty ke an in-
undation. ‘The numberof competitors in the field
served to neutralize each other’s claim on public
credence. They differed on many material points,
and, thesefore, the conclusion .to which the public
very naturally came was, that if any one of them
was true, all ‘the rest ‘mus! necessarily be false,
and as none kuew whether any; or which, wasthe
real Simon Pure, it followed that all might be fu-
brications 1o imposé on the credulous reider ah-.
.urd ceremomals and fictitious secrets, for the base
‘purpose of- putting- 2 few pounds into their own
pockets.

(Zo be. Continued.)



