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corne to the abode of the poor ?" asked
the master of mie.

1 an, also a dervish," I answered,
and travelling from land to ]and. It

wvas pleasant for me to corne and learn
about the condition of mn hetre.

" Ay-voo//a/i," exclaiîncd the master,
"thenl %ve are lrtrn" After plac-

ing bis hand ini mine, lie carried it first
to bis mouth and then to bis forebiead.

Of wliau nationality are you ?" lie
asked of nie.

ArmenianI answered.
'l'o what religion do you belong ?',

l'lieChiia.
'l'lie last words ('aused the lips of the

mlaster to curve witb satiric lauglîter,
and lie re 1 lied,-

LIVou saict you i'd'e a dervish, but
the dervishes (lu not helong to a nation
or a rlgo.

1 feit nîy mistake in my w~ords, an.

"Wc- are that kind of dervislies."
"'l'lie founder of thie religion of

Chiristians, Mfessiahi, w\as a perfect der-
vishi. I-le belonged to the .-lh-i-,Ioo-
ha/bde (thie people of love). 1-le hiated
i'iches ; lie 'vas a t'ricind of the p;oor
and wiped the tears of the aifflicted."

"VYes lie pi'eachied love, and took
upon imi the heavy burden of the
sinnter," said I. ', But bis suiccessor-s,
your calils, did not becomie the real
and 'vorthy followers of their master.
Tliev loved the wvorld and its glories,
and sacriliced liolines to ilieir pas-

The E thiopian dervisli, îvho ivas
lying in the corner, interrupted our
conversation with a song, %vhicli lie
suddenly began to sing in bis sleep.

LaýSt nligbfit oUr brother wi-s muchi
affecteci by the /ias/iees/1," said the
Ilaster. "I-le is yet charmed w~ith
beautiful dreainis."

'l'lie Hindu at this time took out of
his little bag a long piece of opium,
choped it nto smaller pieces, and put
theni into, bis palm, then put it ini his
înlouthi and swallowved aIl at once. I
%vas suirpriscd. A single I)iece of the
opium %vas enough to poison and kili
the hecalthiest man ; but hie ate it like

candy, without sio'ving any sigu of
dislike.

'l'le miaster lighitcd his snmall na-
ý,wi/eh, the botule of which w'as miade of
a calalasb, put upon it a littie hienhanle,
andi hegan to sînoke. Thle others like-
%vise ')egianl to smloke and eat opium,
and after a few minutts Ille .small rociii
wvas again full of suîffocating ,:mioke.
'l'lie înitoxîcating powver o>f thie opiumr
and hIusht,,s/i began to exert its influ-
ence. B), and b1y ti'e dervishe- be-
camne more lively and cheerful. 'lhey
olfcred to ]et melle fromi their
INI't<-i/C//- and g-hr/-i(ZJ'tZ hu* 1)u declintd,
saying, 1' arn not used to it,*' and

Our conversation continued long. I
iloticed that these dervishles b)elongied
to a seet wvbich is called /-îIai4
whlich illeans followvers of truth.
Tlhey do not accept an), iruthli unless it
is înianifested by the supernatural
pow"er in order to reach the truth, they
have to pm throtigl the followingç twc>
deglees. tiî'st, love uiponi which they
put die founidation ut their moi ality ;
seconId, the tarikat, ceremonial fornis,
whereby a maan kilh; Ii hiniseif 1», aus-
terity and numilerous tortures the bodily
passions, and purifies anid cleanles
hivniself and enters ilito the ways of the
sp>irit. '1'hen lie reachies the iruth.

Many of the dervislies l)elong to dif-
ferenit sects, as 'lri, Babi, Sophi, Or1--
ara, etc. . . Thlere are also manly swinld-
lers ainol theni who are egedini
Sorceryechinet and divinationi

'l'lie Mo/las '(Moh-ammiiedali priests
or scbolars) do not love the dervishes,
and consider thern infidek!, as they do
not perfomi the lawvs of sheriat. But the
highbcr class of people, the nobility, re-
sperct and revere thiem, and like 10 h)eir
thi.,,r %visdom.

Tlhe dervishes, the ivandering mis-
sionaries of wisdonm, îwight be useful il,
introducingr and sprcadinig new idjets
into Persia, althougli they have nulde
finite direction now, and each cne bias
bis owli va>', Opinions andIL heliefs.
Yet theýy have the liberty or free thlink--
iIgý.


