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1t appeats to me that the difficulty
now ‘existing, Masonically, bstween
England and Quebe¢ should be re
stated, so that the real cause of the
present state of things may be ap-
parent, and no side issues allowed to
warp the judgmenf. The “Voice of
Masonry” {Chicago, U. 8. A.), has
sbly contended for the rights of
minorities as well as of majorities, and
its editor has rightly appreciated the
position taken by our Grand Lodge
for so many years. So also has the
Editor of The Keystons.

So far back as we can go with the
reoords (which period really ecovers
the formation of all Grand Lodges,
from that of Ireland in 1729) it has
been the custom of the Grand Liodge
of England eventaally—though not
always very rapidly or willingly—to
recognize all Grand Liodges, legally
formed, eo long as those lodges which
daclined to join the new organizations
were allowed to continue their alle
giance as before. In all such cases
the premier Grand Lodge (instituted
in 1717) never issuing any new war-
rants in suoh Territories or Coun-
tries, and simply olaiming any of its
lodges, which declined to participate
or join the new body until such time
as they happily decide to unite with
the majority.

Now, I submit that this being so,
and always having been so, in rela
Hop to other old Grand Lodges, and
inesmuch a8 England is the senior
Grand Lodge in the world, it is not
for any of our respected brethren in
the United States, or elsewhere, to
vequire England to act differently.
‘We, as a Grand Lodge, are most
anxious to respeot the wishes of a
mesjority of lodges in any country,
district, or province, and, if they
agrea to constitute a Grand Lodge of
their own, it will always be found
thst on proper announcement there-
of,-woehall bs a5 recdy to avknowl-
cdga ths new body es. any Grand

Liodgoe can possibly be; provided al-
ways thot- 5 foir msjority of ladges:
and brethren take part in the forma.:
tion thereof, and that the minority
of lodges havp as much liberty to
dscline, as the others composing the
majority, have exercised in agrecing
to constiiute, the new Grand Liodge.

To 2ll intents and purposes, thisia
& Landmark, sanotioned by the usages.
and oustoms of the oldest Grand
Lodge—{rom which all others have
directly or indirectly sprung—and
hence our Canadian and United
States brethren should recognize thig.
faotor in the matter, and whilst mak.
ing what Rules ~nd Regulations they
please for all the Grand Lodges in
their juriedictions, they mmght, at
least, leave us free to meaunage our
own affairs, for it is essentially and
Mesonically & sabject about which,
whilst we may all agree to differ, to
interfere in is no part of the duty of
any outside the jurisdictions imme-
diately concerned. The Grand Lodge
of England requires all its subox-
dinates to obey its Laws and Cue-
toms, just as other Grand Liodges do,
and hence no lodges can divest them-
salves of their responsibilities, which
have baen Warranted by onr Grand
Lodge, save in the way laid down by
the Constitutions and usages of the
English Craft, of which thoy form a

art. .
P When the Grand Liodge cf Canada
was recognized by the Grand Lodge
of England, it was on the under-
standing that those ledges which de-
olined to join that Body be allowed to
continue their allegiance as before.
This was agreed to, not becanse Eng-«
land wanted the Fees (for as all know,
who are familiar with the sabject,
they are simply nominal), but simply
eg it 7as the eustom of our Grand
Lodge, and could not be deparfed
from.

‘When the Grand Lodge of Quebes
was ot last recognized by the Grond
Lodge of Canada (g0 far as cny ovis
dence oxtends), our Quebec brethran
agrsad ta parmit of any ledges whish



