——

Lot NN e s e Segon <

P

IMITATIONS OF

FREEMASONRY. 7

masonry, the advocates of which ap-
pear to vie with each other in offer-
ing-inducements to attract new mem-
bors. 'We have before us an instance
in the “Chosen Friends,” a “Frater-
nal Scciety, 30,000 strong,” which is
being advertised ingome of the Ameri-
oan pepers as *‘organised on the basis
of Masonry and Oddfellowship.”
Really, we sre inclined to think that
Free and Accepted Masonry is not
only old in point of age, but is also
old-fashioned in the way its affairsare
conducted, when we read of the bene-
fits this new society is able to offer its
members; but we will let our readers
judge for themselves. This imitation
of Hreemasonry offers «8,000 dollars
secured! A safe investment for
merchants, professional men, clerks,
employers, and employees, as soon s
a person becomes & Chosen Friend.”
This sam, says the advertisement, be-
jug “as securely invested as if it was
in & Trust Company.” What do
English craftsmen think of this? Is
it desirable, in face of such counter-
attractions, to continue Freemasonry
a3 a npen-benefit society? Is it not
xather desirable that we should dis-
cover on what basis thess ‘“Chosen
Friends” work, and inaugurate a
similar system among Freemasons, to
entitle each member to*8,000dollars,
a8 seourely*invested as if in & Trust
Company?”’ Are we acting up tothe
principles of Freemasonry,if we allow
such an opportunity of benefiting our
fellow-oreatures—and ourselves—to
pass? Ifa comparatively new society,
only 80,000 strong, can offer 8,000
dollars fally secared to each of its
members, how much conld Freema-
sonry offer, with ifs hundreds of
yoars' existence, and ifs branches
spread over the four quariers of the
globe? We almost imegine ourselvas
xich; all we want to know is, how is
it done? Must we become & *“Chosen
Friond” to find out, and ¥ so, where
shall we find the nearest “*Council ?”

Do such imitations as this have
any éffect on Freemasonry?—is a
quection vhich might natarally be

©

 yes.

put by any one reading of thig
scheme—and in reply, we would sav,
The effect may -be very insig: 1~
ficant, but it is doubtless existes. .
Just as surely as there are fools 1
the world to be caught by such _
absurd promises, so arg there men
who will believe that, such sosieties as
the one reforred to, are ‘‘organised on
the basis of Masonry,” and they will
carry their belief go far as to actually
associate the society with Freema~
sonry. When they areduped by some
Chosen or unchosen Friend, they will
blame Masonry for it, because the
society they joined made use of the
name of Freemasonry— without
anthority, it is nnnecessary to say—
and 8o we.get & bad reputation. This,
however, does not maierially affect
us. Fresmasonry can boast a career
of usefulness for ages past; it has
done good work in days gone by, and
is doing a.good work now; but it
teaches that Trath is one of the grand-
est of principles, and if associated
with Brotherly Liove and Relief, is
sufficient to keep fogether a fraternal
society more $han 80,000 strong,
without any such nonsense as offer.
ing to each of its members 8,000 dol-
lars, fully secured, If our imitators
wounld copy our great principles of
Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth,
and act up to them, they would do
us no harm, while they would great-
ly benefit themselves. — Freemasons®
Chronicls.

A PATTERN MASTER.

Hew few of our newly-elected
Masters appreciate the responsibility
attached %o their exalted positions ?
The fact thet their elevation, while
conferring power, also incurs grave.
rasponsibility and accountability, is,
we fear, not generally understood and
appreciated, and the incambent is
more apt to regard his elevatioa in
the light of a deserved honor, or,
perhaps, even as one earned by closa
application to lodge duties in an
humbler sphere, and to be borne
lightly, rather than in & true aspeot.




