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50 that it might become a socjal force
in our midst, which, while neither
under nor over any provmc;al author-
ity, perhaps not even distinctively ad-
visory in an official sense, would bring
about by judicial and justifiable means
an assimilation of provincial necessities
“and pedagogic affinities that would
eventually lead the teachers of Canada
and through them the rising generation
to helpin the movement that has for
its object a shading away of the pro-
vincial into the federal,intothe national,
Dr. Harper's suggestion, it is hardly
necessary to say, was received with
great acceptance, and before the. con-
vention came to an end a resolution
was passed appointing a Committee to
take charge of the matter and help to
mature’1t as a practical project worthy
the attention of the federal authorities.
Another very important suggestlon
was made by Dr.J.A. MacCabe, of the
Ottawa Normal School, who has een
The suggestion was glven in a paper
read at one of the public gatherings in
Orphan’s Hall, and was well received
by the ‘crowded audience present. A
uniform standard of teachers’ licenses,
for the Dominion has been under dis:
cussion among our teachers for many
years, and Dr. MacCabe now suggests.
that something pracucal should be
done to bring about the assimilation,
We intend to publish his interesting
address in a subsequent issue. The
information he laid before the teachers
could not but convince them that such
assimilation for the’ Domipion is feas-
ible ; and "action will, no doubt, be
taken in the dxrecnon of makmg all
teachérs' licenses valid in the provinces,
of the Dommxon, sub;ect of f course, to
certain, minor condmons Dr. Mac-
*Cabe’s final word to the te tq_aqhers afraid,
of competition is “‘worth immediate at:
tention. *The umformm} of h;:ense,,
or teachers’ diplona,” he sgid,. “‘*ahd‘
the ‘reciprocity of ewmployment does.
not oblige any teachqx: to go Qu;mclg
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hxs own province for employment. If
the holder of a position .is as good-a
man as can be obtained for that posi-
‘tion he would have nothing- to..fear ;
if he is not, then be should not.expect
lto retain his position if .a better man
can be obtained, . No. province will
long rest content if its standard .of
proficiency is below that of the other
provinces. There will exist .a whole:
{some fear lest their schools- may not
'be up to the standard which prevails
lelsewhex'e, and they will strive for.a
place among the schools of the Do-
minion tp. which, under.the present
condmon of affairs, there 1s no. mcent-
ive.”

One of the moshi mterestmg features
of'the convention was Hon. Dr:. Long-
ley’s, brilliant | addre$s, in favors:of
“The Spiritual Element. in. .Educa-
tion.” In introducing his subject Dni
Longley offered. two criticisms. of -our
educational. system.: First, it is. -not
sufficiently practical.;.secondly, - it s
too essentially practical: and -worldly.
in elaborating this somewhat paradoxi-
cal statement, he said that in. time .
techoical, education and.manual -train-.
{ing might be expected to.rectify. what-
ever may be lacking -in the.. practlcal;
side of our educational. system ;. the
defect on the. ,cher sxde, however. ds
more radical .in . its character,..is. less
fully recogunized and. bas.fewer persons
to plead.in its. interests.and.to, struggle
for its reform. From thebeginning.to
the.end the supreme object..of. most
teachers.. under our,, .system. is.to_get.
pupils who. cdn pass.successful, and;.if
need. be, splendxd .examinations.upon
the various subjects which. constitute
the cumculum of.the common. schopl
course, f0.. send fortb. mte, t’neawoﬂd
pupils. who _have.. done. well. in. their
studies, or. to send.into.the .academies.
.and uriversities, men,who.are prepared
10 shine.in the ngghen institutions-and.
to, graduate therefrom, with.the mghest.
hanrs.g, May,».x,l. venture;.to . subrmt,

with de?grﬂncﬁ, that thls is.not..eduga=
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