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SHEEP.

Auxious to promote the cultivation of a
useful and profitable stock of shecp in DBri-
tish America, we shall occastonally give ex-
tracts from a very excellent “ Treatise on
Bheep,” lately published by a Mr. Black-
lock. an this number, we shall comence
with the History of the Sheep, and all their
different varieties, and some other 1nform»
tion respecting them, that we trust wl be
iateresting to our readers.

HISTORY OF TUE SHEEM

{1). Origin of the Shecp.—As the origin
of our domesticated animzls has afurded
scope fo. much curious speculatiun, so none
have attracted a greater dearce of attention
inthis respect than the sheep. Into these
arguments, however, it would be absurd to
enter ; I shalltherefore content myself with
such opinions as arc deemed the best.

Placed in the Class Mammalia, and Order
Ruminantia, the innumerable varieties at
presest exigting may, according to Cuver,
whose tact in arranging animals is tu..er-
sally acknowledged, all be referred to fuur
species—the Argali of Siberia, the Mouflon
of Sardinia, the Mouflon of America, and
the Mouflon of Africa—though to be nigidly
accurate in natural distinctions, he would
refer them all to three, thereby excluding
the third.

®). The Argali of Siberia_(Ouis Am.)'
monr) inhabits the mountams of Asia, slere )

it attains the size of a fallow deer. The
male has very large horas, with three round-
©d angles at the base, d «ttened 1 front, and
striated transversely. ‘Llc horas of the fe-
male are compressed, aad huok-shaped.—
'The hair is short in summer, and of 2 fawn-
coloured grey; in winter it is thick, rimd,
and of a reddish grey, with some white about
the muzzle, threat, aud under the belly.—
The BMoufon of Sardinia (Ocis Musin:or,
Fig. ) differs from it only in its inferivr
size, and in thie smallness of the horns of
*%.¢ female.

(3). Lhe Douflon of Amsrica (Ocis Mun.
lana) closely rescmbles the Argali, and s
supposed by some tr he identcal with st,
and to have cmssed from Asia to Americaat
Behring’s Straits by meane of ice.

@). The Mouflsn of Afrira (Oris Traze
1aphus) is distinguished by s snft and red-
dish hair, by its short tail, and by a long
mane hanging under the neck, and ansther
at cach ancle; it inhabits the rocty districts
of Barbary, and hasheen observedin Exypt.

(5). British Breeds—The breeds of cur
island, as they at present stand, may be di-
vided into two kinds — long-woolled and
short-woolled ; the formsr cmbrecing the
Lincolushire, the 'Teeswater, the Dishley,
or New Leicester, and the Dovonshire Nots;
while the latter will includa thnee of Dorset,
Herefordshire, and Sussex, with the Che-
viot, Moz, and Black-faced variety.®

{G). T Lincolnshire has no horns; the
face is white; the careass leng and tlun;
the lege thick, wlhite and rongh; bones
large ; prlis tuck; and the wool from 8 to
20 1nches in length. The ewes weich from
14 Jhs. o0 201bs. per quarter; and three-
year old wethers 201bs. to 30ibx  The
ficece weighs from 8 1bs. to 14 Ibs, and co-
vers a coarse-grained slow-feeding carcass ;
soslow, indeed, at feeding, taat it cannst be
fattened at an carly aze, excopt upon rich
land ; but the breed 1s eacourazed, from the
great weight of wool that is shora from wem
every year. It aud its sub-vanclics are ex-
tremely common in the Enghish counues.

® Encyclopedin Brtannico, 1th Euiton, Azt
cle Agrictlturo.

b (7). The Teeswater sheep were originally
bred from the same stuck as the former, but
have becume flurent, frum the size having
recewved greater attention than the wol,
which is inferiur Luth an Jeugth and wesght.
They stand upon higher and finer boned
legs, which support a firmer and hoavier
carcass, much wider upun the back and
smdes, and affurd a fatter and finer-gramed
inatton—the two.year uld wethers wesghing
from 25 lbs. to 30 Ibs. per quarter. Mar-
shall, in Lis wo.h un Yorkshire, remarks,
tiut they are nut su compact, nor su cunplete

in their furi, o5 the Leicestershire cheep;

, neverthicless, the cacellency of their flesh
and fattuig quality s» nut doubted, and thes
woul stiil rewans supesor. For the baaks
of the Tevs, or auy uther rich fat jand, tiey
are singularly excelleat

(R). The Dishly, or New Leicester, is dis-

"tinguished from other lonoawoolled breeds,

by clean heads, straight bread flat backs,

round bodies, small bones, thin pelts, and a -

dispositicn to fatten at an early age. DBat

more of tins hereafter. The weight of

thren.vear old rrves 1s from 18 1bs. to 28 1bs.

per quarter @ nd of twa.vear old wethers
“from 26 s to 2 1bs.  The wonl averages
tfeom GV «. to 31bs, aud is thought bv some
ttobeir ericr in quality to that of Cherviot
: gheer , but, from being ful'y £-d at all sea-
sous, they yieid great quantities of it.

Torty or fifty years aze, they ranacuas T2

®). Tie Deconshire Nots forn the fourth .
horniess var:aiy of long-voollcd shecp.— |
. 1

(12). The South Duien, like th2 Ryeland,
arey from the delicacy of their constitution,
unadapted for Lleak situations, but suffici-
ently hardy and sctive for a low country ;
their average weight is from 151bs. 10 18
1bs. a quarter; that of the fleece, which is
very short and fine, being from 21lbs to
31bs, They are without furne, have grc'y
faces and legs, a nedk low set and small,
and & breast ncither wide nor deep; their
mution is fine in the graip, and of an cxcel-
lent flavour, having been brought to great
perfectin by Mr. Ellman of Glyad, and
other intelligent Lreeders. They are most-
ly found in Sursex, on dry chalky downs

roducing short finc herdage, and arrive car-
y at maturity ; in which respect they are
equal to the Cheviot, though inferior to thero
in quautity of talluw.  Forwerly they would
not take on fat till four years old ; now they
are always at market when about two years
of ggc, and wauy are Lilled Lefore that pe-
riod.

(13). The Cletivt Sheep have a bare
head, with a lung jaw, and white face, but
no horns.  Sowmctimes they have a shade of
grey upon the nose, approaclung to dark at
the tip; at others, a tinge of leiaon colour
on the face, but these markings searcely af.
fect theis value. ‘The legs are clean, long,
and small-boned, and covered with ool 10
the hough ; but there is a sad want of depth
at the breast, and of breath Loth there and
on the chine. A fut carcass weighs from
121bs. to 18 Lbs. per quarter, and a mediuwa
ficece about 3lba. TR purest specimens

dle-woviied sheeps. but they now figure | of Has broa ure o be fuund on the Scotch
ameng the lung-wwvls, under the name of  6:de of the Cheviot hills, and on the high
Bursptuas—their ficece having been lengih- | and stony mountai-furms which hie be‘ween
eacd, and rendercd finer, by crossing with y that-range and the source of the Teviot—
the Leicesters.  There is yet, however, much y These sheep-are a capital mountain stock,
room for ;mprovenient 1a these crusses.—— , pruviicd the pasture resembics the Cleviot
They have white taces and Jegs, the latter | dalls, 18 contauag a govd prupertion of ricl

necks are thick, ths bache highy and the
siles m ). They approach in weight to
the Leicsster, bat the woel s heasier and
courser. In Deionshire are found a whate-
faced and horaed variely, win-h are knuwn
s the Exmoor 1 'nd, from the place of their
nativity. ‘T'houghdelicate an bune, they are
nt g od havng w narsen facsided carcuss,
wihile the weight of the quarters and fecce
is a third short of the former varety.

510). The Dursctdare skep are horned
and white-fuced, with a long thin carcass,
and high small white legs. Three-year old
wethers weigh from 16 lbs. to 29 Jbs. 2 quar.
ter; but the wool, being fine aod shorn,
weighs oiay trom 3 ibs. to 4 ibs. 2 flecce.—
It 15, huweser, amply compensated for by
the mutten, which is of superior quality.
The peceliar and most valuable property «°
ths breed s the forwardaess of the ewes,
which tahe Lic ram at any period of tie year,
often lambing, so carly as September or Uc-
tober.  ‘Lhey are, on tnus account, extreme-
Iy uscice' for suppiying large towns wu
housc-lamb at Christms s,

(11). lizrefardskare or Ryclarnd sherp have
wihite lexs and faces, and no homs. The
iwenl araws close to the eyes. They omn g
' small bre~d. suited to every market. weirh.
imng from 121bs to 16 Ihs'a quarter. I'in
carcass 1s tolerably well formed, and the
wool fine 2od short, cach flecee weighuy
from 12 ib. to ¢ ilbs.. rarely, houever, ex-
ceedinge 21bs.  “They were called Ryelarnd
sheep, from a district in the southern part of
Herefordshire being  thought capable of
growmng nothme but rye. Thoush their
figure 18 gwnd, the back ‘ie nnt &n level, nor
the ribs 0 well rounded, as i the improv-
ed breeds Thay Jfatten casily, however,
and arrive sonn at maturity, though ~eckon-
cdinleriv .u thess fespects o the Chemot
sariety.

being short, and the bones lirge, vhule the |

herdage.

(14). Mugg Sheep.—«In tius varietyy”
says Dr. Fleming, m his History of British
Animals, “the tece and legs are white, or
rarely spotted w.th yellow, and the forchead
covered with long wool.  This is the native
trerd in Scotland, to the north of the Forth
and Clyde. hey are of small size, and gel-
doin wesgh above & or 101b= per quarter.
Seme trebes have boras; otic 8 are desti-
tute of then:, and they vary in the length of
the tuil. They may be corsdored as tho
stuck of the numervus modera and valuable
vanieles, which are bred in the best culu-
vated districts.  The Shetiand shecp be-
wiigs to this Lind.  The far conssts of firm
wous next the skin, wih long cuarse bair,
wdications of an whebitant of an arctic cli-
mate.”’

(15). The Blacdfaced or Heatl Sheep are
kuown by ther large spiral horns, wild-
lookg ecyes, black legs and faces, with
short firm carcasses, covered by long coatse
wool, wluch weighs from 31bs. to 4 Ibs—
As the form of this sheep has lately been
much improved, hy inducing a short and
round carcass, they have acquired the name
ot shert sheep, 1 contradistinction to the
Cheviots, which are termed long sheep—
When three yeors old, they fatten well, af-
fordmg cxcellert lushly-flavoured mutton,
aud weosghung from 10 ibe. to 16 ibs. 2 quar-
ter. They are the most valuable upland
sheep n Britan, aboundmng 1n ali the west-
crn counties of Bagland and Scotland, and
are now becoming great favountes in the

-London market.

(16) Tke Aferino. — Though many fo-
reizm breeds have from time to timoe appear-
ed m this country, yet almost all of them
have been viewed merely as objects of curi-
osity, and, as such, have speedily been dis-
regarded.  Far different, howéver, was the
recopt.on of the Merinos. DBrought into



