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and mnany of these are totally unfit for active service. And the nature
of the ground is so peculiarly circumstp.aced that the garrîson and dock-
yard are scparated from each othcr by the strair which forms the har-
bour of Kingston. The higli -round from which atone the dockvard
can be defendcd is also scparated fromn it by the intet called Navy
Bay. Thus the garrison occupies one situation, the dockyard another,
and the ground commanding it remains unoccupicd."'

As Y'ork ivas tF. scat of governicnt and the hcadquartcrs of
the comrnanding officer, the removal of the naval station wvould
facilitate supervision. The harbour -%vas larger, naturaily more secure
from surprise, and could bc more easily fortified. Timber for shîp
building could lxe rcadily obtained from the ncighbouring forests.
The main disadvantage wvas the great distance from Montreal, the
adv-anced base o! supply and this fact u1tîmately prevailed over ail
other considerations and kept the naval station at Kingston through-
out the war.

Wlicn the declaration of war becanie known, some batteries for
the defence o! the harbour wcere hastily constructed and arnied with
zany -uswihhpee ob at band. These fortifications wcre

gradualty strcngthencd and their armnament incrcased. Seniaphore
tctcgraph stations were established for communication, and furnaces
huilt for hcating shot. A considerable force of militia -.as asscnibted
from the adjacent country anci kcpt in service until relicved by
regular troops from Montreal.

The mcrchant shipping on the lake conîsisted] of about thirty
sinall sloops and schooners. Onty about one third of these flcw tic
British flag, the largest being the Gorcrizor .Simicoc. a schooner of 130
tons. Tlie rcniaindcr %varied in size from twenty to ninety tot.

sackett's Hart>our had becen selected as the Amlerican il.i
base. The roadstead there was commodious. safe and casilv fortified.
Ail kiiîds of tiniber wcrc abundant in thc vicinity. The *ý-wi %va.
snmall but tic country ixear by was wcIl setttcd. Thc brig Oncida.
of 230 tens, and armcd %vith sixteen twenty-four pcundcr cai-ronat.!es,
,%as the onlv ship of %var rnaintained by the United States governument
with thecexception of severat smatl cra t enîptloyeci as revenue cutterý-.
She %vas a du]! sailer of vcrv light drauglit. An ecrýgetic cffoa t liad
been nmade just before the opening o! navigation 1.0 augment lier
crcw, recruiting officers having even becu sent into Canada for that
purpose. Early in Junc, lier commander. Captain XIVoolsey, began i
a vigorous campaigni against smuggting and otlîcr atlcged infractions
o! the customns and navigation laws. Threc Britishi :schioosiers, Uic
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