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others, what reafonable caufe can they affign to government for denyï
the navigation of the bay to Nelfon's River; and, by its waters, a paffage
to and from the interior counfry, for the ufe ' of the adventurers, and for
the fble purpofe of tranfport, under the moft fývere and binding re.

ftriélions not to interfère with their trade on the coaft, and the country
between it and the aélual eflablilhinents of the Canadian traders*.

By thefe waters that difcharge thelfelves into 11udfons Bay at Port
Nel'fon, it is . propofed to carry on the trade te their fource, at -the
bead of the Safkatchiwine River, which rifes in the Rockyý Mountaitis,

not eight degrees of longitude from the Pacific Ocean. The Tacoutche

or Columbia river flows alfo from the faine n-muntains, anà difcharges
itfelf likewife in the Pacific, in latitude 4& 2o. Both of them 'are
capable of receiving fhips. at their mouths, and are navigable throughout
for boats.

The diftancebetween thefe waters is only knokn *from the report of
the Indians. If, howeyeiý ýt communkation fhould prove inacceffi-
ble, the route I purfued, though. longer, in conféquence of the great

0 Itidependent of the, profécution of this great obeE4. I conctive that the merchants, 1ýom Canada
are entitled to fuch anindulgence, (evenif they fhould bc confidered as not poffeffing a rightful claim,)
m order that ttiey might be-enabled to- extend their trade beybnd their preknt limits, and bave
it in their power to, fupply the natives with a larger quantity of ufeful articles; the enhanced valut of
which, and the prefent, difficulty of tranfporting th=, will bc fully comprthendÉd wherk I relate, that
the traék of tîînfport occupies an extent of from, three to four thoufand miles, through upwards of fixty
large lakes, ;nd numerow rivez; ane tibat the means of trmfport are flight bark ca ' ces, It inuft
alfo be obferved, rhat thofe waters art interSpted by more than two hundred rapi4 along which the
articles. of merchandife art chiefly carrie& on men's backs, -and over an hundred and thirty carrying-
places, from, twenty-five paces to thirteen miles in length, where the cances and carpes proceed by
the &me toUômc and perilous opcmtions.,
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