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The facts are notorious, that the Hudson's Bay Company took possession of, and have
long used, occupied and enjoyed, large tracts of country south of the forty-ninth parallel of
rorth latitude, and established trading houses and posts, strongly fortified, on the most eligi-
ble places for trade and trafflic; cultivated farms, erected dwellings and mills, and other im-
:provements; opened mines of coal, and other fossils, and worked them; kept large flocks and
herds ranging over numerous and undefined pasture grounds; eut timber in various places;
sawed lumber for domestic supplies, and for exportation, and exercised various other acts of
ownership and possession, within the territory called Oregon, of a character too stronglv
marked to be misunderstood as the evidences of claims of property and possession, made by
those professing to be the true proprietors under their charter of incorporation. These acts
of ownership had been done, exercised and made known, before the treaty between the United
States and Great Britain, for adjusting the boundary between them, west of the Rocky
mountains, concluded and signed at Washington on the 15th June, 1846.

In the preamble to that treaty, it appears that its object, purpose and end, was to put te
rest the state of doubt and uncertainty whieh theretofore prevailed respecting the sovereigînty
and government of the territorv on the northwest coast of America, lying westward of the
Rocky mouatains, by amicable compromise of the rights mutually asserted by the parties over
that territory.

AaRTcs I. established for the future boundary the forty-ninth paraliel of north latitude,
continued westward frin the formerly established bounsdary " to the muiddle of the channel

which separates the continent froum Vancouver's island, and thence southerly through the

riddle of the said channel, and of Fucas straits, to the Pacifie ocean: provided, however, thsat

the navigation of the whlie of said channel and straits, south of the forty-ninth parallel of

north latitude, remain free and open to both parties.

" ART. Il Fron the point at which the forty-ninth parallel of north latitude shall be

found to interseet the great horthern branch of the Colnnbia river, the navigation of the said

branch shall ho froc and open te the Hudsons Bay Company, and to ail British subjects

trading with the same, to the point where the said bracni meets the main strearu of the

Colcuia, sud thenee doen the main stream o the ocean with free acees into and through

the said river or rivers, it being undersood tha vlI the ,sportages lng the lin'e thus

described shall, in like manner, ho froc sud open k navigain said river or rivers, British

subjects, with their goods àd produce, sha lo treted. on the saime foting as citizens of the

Uniited States; it heing, however, always understood -etii. noîthing u nthis article shall be con-

strued as oreventing or intended to prevent, the government of the United States froue

usa king any regulations respecting the navigation of the said river or rivers not inconsistent

with the present treaty.

AsT. lI. In the future appropriation of the territory south of tse foràruipreallelref

north latitude, as provided in the first article of tis trcaty tte ss peesorsy right ei tihe

Iudsons Bay Copany, sud of ail Britis ujeit ve ay ho already heiecupation cf

laud, or other proi }y c d tis the sal i eritry, shal brespected.
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