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Mrs. 7'im/mis—Timkius hasa straiifjc aveivion to Dr. Pille. It would
be most unfortuiiiite if the two were to meet at this time, espetMally
in Timkius' present state ofmind ; but 1 have great faith in Susan's
judgment.

Enter Supan, mhcring in Dii. Pills.

Susan—The doctor, 'na'am.

Mrs. Timkins {ri-imj ninl shaJfviq Dr. Fills hy the hand)-~Ah I doctor,
it is very kind of you to be so ]>uiictual.

/Jr. Fills—Always am pnnotiial, madam (takes his note-hook out and
makes a memo.) (Aside) Five guineas—imjiortant consultation I

Mrs. Timkins—Susan, you may go.

Susan (aside)—If master only knew that he (imnling to Dr. Fills) was
here, wouldn't there be dixie. (Keif.) (Mrs. T.and Dr. F. seat them-
setv.s close to each other.)

Mrs. Timkins—Doctor, it is vory good of you to come, you are so

punctual— so considerate !

Dr. Fills—Don't mention it, madam. (/4s/^/c) Sorry now I didn't make
it ten guineas—think I will (pulls outpocket book and makes memo.}.

Mrs. Timkins—It is abjut my poor husband I wish to consult you.

Dr. Fills—Ah ! a bad one altogether.

Mr%. Timkins—Doctor ! I

Dr. Fills—I mean, a bad case. (Aside) A hard case.

Mrs. Timkins—Oh! docLui-, you cannof. mean wliat you say ? Have you,

then, observed jmor 'J'imkins' strange conduct of late?

Dr. Fills— 1 never knew his conduct to be anything else but strange.

Mrs. Timkins—Ah, I fear you are prejudiced
;
you don't like my

husband.

Dr. Fills— Vi^d'AWi, you forget perhaps how on one occasion lie applied

the toe of his liojt to—ah ! but such things are ])ainful— to relate.

Mrs. Timkins—Profissicnally, doctor, you should forget such incidents.

Dr. Fills— Profe>sionally J do, madam (f//kes his note-book out and looks

at if)
;
physically i cannot.

Mrs. Timkins—^y(^\l ! well I doctor, forget tlie past, and only remember
that I, a poor troubled wife, apply to you for advice and assistance.

I am, I assure you, in a distres&ed state of mind.

Dr. Fills—Mj dear madam, I am your humble servant.

Mrs. T'imkins—l have persuaded Timkins to go to the country for a

week, in order that I may consult you quietly as to his state of

health. For some time past he has been very strange in his

manner ; talks in his sleep, walks up and down muttering to him-

self, knocks his hat over his eyes, has destroyed no loss than a

dozen hats in a fortnight, and altogether behaves himself so

strangely that I have become alarmed. What if he were going
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