
8 An Adventurer of the North

noiselessly travelling from corner to corner,

" and I had been with the Company three years.

They had said that I could rise fast; I had

done so. I was ambitious; yet I find solace in

thinking that I saw only one way to it,—by
patience, industry and much thinking. I read

a great deal, and cared for what I read; but I

observed also, that in dealing with men I might

serve myself and the Company wisely.

"One day the governor of the Company

came from England, and with him a sweet lady,

his young niece, and her brother. They ar-

ranged for a tour to the Great Lakes, and I was

chosen to go with them in command of the

boatmen. It appeared as if a great chance had

come to me, and so said the factor at Lachine

on the morning we set forth. The girl was as

winsome as you can think, not of FAich wonder-

ful beauty, but with a face that would be finer

old than young; and a dainty trick of humour

had Sue as well. The governor was a testy man;

he could not bear to be crossed in a matter; yet,

in spite of all I did not think he had a wilful

hardness. It was a long journey, and we were

set at our wits to make it always interesting; but

we did it somehow, for there were fishing and

shooting, and adventure of one sort and an-

other, and the lighter things, such as singing


