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¢ We shall be in in two hours,” Maurice said, *
“though we were late starting. The captain says
he has not had such a good run this year,”

¢« For which I am very thankful,” Mrs. Costello
answered.

“ What a mercy it is to have got away so easily ; Qﬁ
it was well we sent. to you, Maurice.” 7

“Very well ; the best thing that ever was done.
Lucia and I agreed as to that last night.”

Lucia pouted the very least in the world, and her . *
mother smiled.. ’

« Tt seems to me you took a long while to settle
the question. I thought she was never coming.”

¢ Why, mamma ?” I came as soon as the boat
started.” '

« We have settled our differences,”” Maurice said,”
leaning down to speak quietly to Mrs. Costello.
“Do you give us leave to make our own arrange-
ments for the future ?” ’

¢« T think you are pretty sure of my leave.”

“Then we all go straight on to Hunsdon to-
gether?”

« Are those your arrangements ?

« Not mine, 'certainly,” Lucia interposed. “I
thought we were to stay in London.”
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