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LAND OF PROMI

Written for the Sunday Colonist by H. H. Newill.

The Israelites mnever - looked with
more expéctant eyes upon the land of
Canaan thau does the gaze of far-seeing
and energetic Canadian and American
capitalists (and workinqmen) today
upon that part of British Columbia
which is drained by the Skeena river
and its tributaries, notably the Bulkeley
river. For years pioneers and pros-
pectors have been feeling their way into
the new land of promise, #and now that
the construction of the Grand Trunk
TPacific Railway is an assured event,
public interest in that part of °the
province has become greatly accentuat-
ed. . In view of this, a brief summary
of s0 much of what has been written
about the Bulkeley Valley and = sar-
rounding country as is confirmed . by
several years’ practical experience of it
may be of use to intending settlers and
investors. A list of several especially
valuable official publications is append-
ed.

Everyone interested naturally wanty
to get on to the railway route. As to
this there is at present no certainty, so
much yet depends on surveys and de
tails of economy and engineering. The
Lest one can do is to make a shrewd
guess. One certainty, however, is that
the railway will enter the Bulkeley
valley from the east. The opinion gen-
erally held that its main line wil.l pass

bof copper and gold claims have been
staked on and around Kitselas moun-
tain (beside the big Skeeng river can-
yon), where on the Ptarmigan group,
owned by Eastern capitalists, a good
deal of road-making and development
work has been done. From this district
very rich ores have been taken,. some
of cthem free-milling. From a mine on
the Uckstall river, near Port Essmgton.
sulphur is being extracted. - On Gribbell
Island development work is being done
on copper and cold properties. A re-
cent strike on Douglas channel has led
to the discovery of a high-grade galena
prospect, and several copper claims in
the vicinity are promising. The forma-
tion here is a good soft schist. Bornite
has been found on Gribbell Island and
copper sulphurets on Princess Royal
Island. Few of the other islands have
bein prospected. Indians shoyv good-
looking rock which they have picked up
on one of the other islands, but to the
ordinary prospector the cost of a
thorough exploration is prohibitive. In-
deed, the coast country, with its fteep,
rocky mountains and " almost impene-
trable forest, has always been a stum-
bling block to the poor prospector. Not
so the interior. Once across the Coast
range, the prospector can get about his
work much more readily. The difficulty
is to get there, and, once there, to get

ture falls to zero and even below, but
the climate is not as cold as that ot
Cariboo.  There is an average annusi
fall of about 20 inches of snow on the
flats. There are occasional summer
frosts, but splendid crops of potatoes are
grown in spite of them, and on a smalb
scale cereals, especially wheat and bar-
ley, are grown with very satisfactory
results. As the eountry becomes opened
up, the probability is that summer
frosts will disappear as they have done
in Manitoba.

As 2 ranching country the Bulkeley
Valley is Al. Many hundred cattle are
thriving there already. A friend of the
writer last spring bought a horse which
had been out grazing ail the winter, and
packed with him the very next day and
all through the summer. T

Coal mining is another promising in-

dustry. Coal areas exist throughcut the
vhole extent of the Bulkeley Valley, but
2specially in the Telkwa River district,
where large concessions have been se-
cured. At Hunter’s Basin, near the
summit hetween the Telkwa and Copper
civers, there has recently been a splea-
did find ot eopper ore.

Morricetown is an Indian settlement
sn_the Biflkeley River shout 30 miles
:rom Hazeizon; and higher up the river
sn its east bank, nearly opposite the
~mouth of the Telkwa River, a' uvew

through Hazelton, 'no matter where the
ocean terminus may be chosen, is not
entirely justified. The railway may
traverse the Bulkeley valley some sixty
miles to the south, and by way of the
Telkwa valley cross the summit be-
tween that and the Copper River valley,
and so down to the Skeena or Kitamaat
rivers. Or, again, it may take a more
northward course by way of the Babine
river and Kitsequkla, though this route
presents many difficulties. The three
most favorably considered terminal
points are Port Simpson, Tuck’s Inlet
(including Kai-en Island) and Kitamaat.
But, whatever the route taken, and
whichever the ‘terminus chosen, the
whole district is simply hungering for
better means of communication.. The
: coast line and the countless contiguous
islands ‘as yet scarcely explored are
sufficiently favored - with salt-water
transportation, but a ready and all-the-
year-round means of access to the in-
terior, which is infinitely ripe for de-
velopment, is a crying need.

The fishing and lumber industries on
the coast need but to be mentioned.
Some fifteen or twenty canneries,
with an average annual pack of
about 150,000 cases, attest the _import-
ance of the fisheries. Timber limits in
‘huge areas have been taken up, and
important work preliminary to the
establishment of pulp and paper mills,
at several points, notably Swanson Bay,
is being gradually accomplished.

Mining on or within easy reach of
the coast is still mostly in the prospect-
ing stage, but indications are most
promising.  Mineral. exists throughout
the entire portion of the country which
has been explored. There are shipping
mines on Princess Royal Island, hy-
draulic propoesitions on Lorne creek (up
the Skeena river), and quite a number
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in supplies and farming and mining ma-
terials at a  reasonable rate. The
Skeena River steamer service from Port
‘Essington (as good as it can be undes
the circumstances) is the only present
means of ingress, and this only for the
few months in the spring and fall dar-
ing which navigation is practicable.
The existing trail from Kitamaat to
Hazelton is the sole alternative route
during the greater part of the year.
This might be made into a wagon road
with advantage to the opening up of
the country, but the proposed Kitamaat-
Hazelton railway would naturally be of
far greater benefit to intending settlers.
Indeed (apart from the question of the
‘Grand Trunk Pacific Railway alto-
gether), the construction of this little
line of railway would seem to be justi-
fied even under present conditions. Mr.
Gray’s survey made three years ago
proved the absence of engineering diffi-
culties and a consequent light cost of
construction. There is not only a large
area of agricultural land to be opened
up throughout the Kitamaat and adja-
cent valleys, but mineral indications
exist along the entire route.

Eastward of the Coast range the most
settled district, and that most in the
public eye, is that known as the Bulke-
ley Valley, the Bulkeley River being a
tributary of the Skeena and joining that
‘'great river at Hazelton. In the Bulke-
ley Valley some hundreds of locations

Jot land have already been made, and

some fifty settlers wintered there this
year. ‘The country is fairly open, with
little thickets of poplar. Cottonwood,
spruce and hemlock can be got locally to
provide rough building material, bat
there is no shipping timber. The valley
is not a flat prairie, but rather an area

the influx of miners and the amount of
prospecting then carried on, Tom Creek,
less than 15 miles away, was only dis-
tcovered some 20 years later, Several
hydraulic propositions are now being
tested, but further mining development
and hydraulicing on any profitable scale
is prohibited by the great cost of trans-
portation. A fairly good trail is open
from Hazelton to Manson Creek, but
its value is, of course, dependent on the
present unsatisfactory coast connection.
The Omineca country is especially a
mining country, and gold, silver and
lead ores haye been found wherever
exploration has been possible. It s
mountainous, like the Kootenay dis-
tricts, and new trails are badly needed.
The ordinary prospector under present
couditions rarely gets much beyond
Hazelton, where he usually seems to
find his slender funds exhausted. Prog-
aes3, moreover, has been retarded by the
class of men that have been sent into
the country representing outside capital.
Your good prospector won’t work on a
grubstake, and many syndicates have
consequently fallen back on the bad
policy of having themselves represented
by more or less incompetent or needy
men whd> would accept any terms, and
who have mostly found the difficulties
encountered to be greater than they

have the knowledge or kmnack to over-

townsite named Aldermere has been
located. Here a hotel and store have
already started business, and the place
bids fair to become an important centre.,
Communication from Hazelton is by
trail, as canoeing is out of the question
owing to many rapids and cabyons.
Existing conditions in the Bulkeley
Valley alone call urgently for improved
means of access and transportation.
Failing a railway (for the next few
years), a good wagon road into the coun-
iry is_an absolute necessity for its fur-
ther development. The Skeena River
communication is too limited in dura-
tion. It may yet be found feasible to
cut a road through to Kildala Aria
(south of Kitamaat), but a more promis-
ing and shorter route would be through
the' Telkwa and Copper River valleys.
No insuperable difficulties exist, and it
would certainly be the shortest way to
river connection on the Skeena (below
the sometimes unnavigable canyon), or
following the existing Kitamaat trail
to salt water. Awaiting an uninter-
rupted " and cheaper means of access
from the coast, the interior country lies
practically dormant. It possesses all
the natural = preducts, but lacks the
population to utilize them commercially.
What has been said about the Bulke-
ley Valley applies generally to the Kis-
piox Valley, to the north, the Ootsa |
Lake country, to the south, and the
Nechaco Valley,. to the southeast.
T'hroughout the last-named there is ex-
cellent * grazing, extending right down
int¢ the Chileotin' country. Yet further
inland le the Omineca mining districts,
which during the Cariboo boom made

|

of low, rolling hills, and there is a|tially explored.
luxuriant growth of grass on all the  rush
open spaces. - In winter the tempera-’ speaks

quite a reputation, but the ground was
then but scratched, and indeed the
country even now has been only par--
Years ago there was a
to Manson Creek, and the fact
for itself that, notwithstandinz

THE GRAND TRUNK PAC IFIC ON THE PACIFIC COAST.

come. If bona.fide prospectors were
provided with a good road along which
they could pack right away from the
coast at a minimum cost, and at any
time during the year the country would
quickly become populated.

It is not only in British Columbia
but from other parts of Canada that
enquiries are being made about this
new land of pfomise. Numbers of per-
sons from the Western States of Amer-
ica, the right kind of people, farmers,
mechanics, carpenters, prospectors and
miners, as well as capitalists, are ready
to flood the country as soon as the open
sesame is provided, whether by wagon
Toad or railway., Under the justifiable
belief that this work cannot be longer
delayed, the vanguard is already at
‘hand.

The following. publications which
have been issued by the Provincial
Bureau of Information will be found of
interest to those intending to go into
the northern districts referred to above:

Bulletin = No. 9—Great Interior of
British Columbia. :
< _Btulle'tin No. 3—Skeena River Dis-
rict.

Bulletin No. 15—Timber Industry of
British Columbia.

Bulletin No. 16—The Fisheries of
British Columbia.
 Report of J. H. Gray, C. E.

/ Issued by the Department of Agricul-
ure:

The Northern Country—A Description
of its agricultural capabilities.

Also the annual reports of the Minis-
ter of Mines and the Minister of Agri-
culture, and official reports of Crown
Lands Surveys.
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Scribes and
Scribblings

Authors are said to be rightéous be-
cause they always do Write.
e
“The Secret Woman”
book by Eden Phillpott.
* - =
Alice Hegan Rice, the author of “Mrs.
‘Wiggs” is publishing a new novel call-
‘ed “Sandy.

is the latest

* *

Jack London gets ten cents a word

for the serial rights of all his stories,
besides a royalty on all books sold.

* % =

One of the newest books is a “Life
of Florence Nightingale,” by Sarah A.
Tooley, published to mark the jubilee
of the famous nurse of the Crimea.

- L =

The March number of the Canadian
Magazine is chiefly interesting for its
Russo-Japanese war pictures and those

of French Canadian long families, in

sepia, tints.
* * -

The March number of Current Liter-
ature has an illustrated article on “The
New North American Bear,” Ursus Ker-
modei, taken from the report of the
New York Zoological Society.

* * *

Some magazine publishers complain
"of a dearth of short stories because all
of the authors have sent their stories
to the competition lately conducted by
Collier's Magazine.

* * *

Mr. E. Harrison, a Nome newspaper-
man, is writing a book on Northwestern
Alaska. It will be illustrated with
several hundred photographs of the
scenic and industrial features of the
country.

* * =

The admirers of Mr. Thompson Se-
ton are disappointed that he has not
included this city in his lecture tour.
It is whispered that his last visit was
not sufficiently satisfactory in point of
attendance.

* * =

The author of “O’Rourke,” in Febru-
ary Popular Magazine, has his author
reading a letter that he has just burn-
ed,’and.in a story in McClure’s the hero
rides a pony that he has long before
left far behind..

P .

“Little Almond Blossoms” is a book :

of stories of Chinese children of San
Francisco, written by Jessie Juliet
Knox. These stories have appeared
from time to time during the past two
years in the S;a,n .Fr%ncisco Call.

Those wng' to become posted on
parliamen representative govern-
ment as it obtains. in England, should
read Sidney Low’s new book,

Governance of England,” in which the
author sets out very clearly the whole
system of British constitutional govern-
ment.

% % »

A letter was recently sent to the Sat-
urday Evening Post, addressed to. Ben-
' jamin Franklin, publisher, and asking
about advertising rates. The desired
information was given and incidentally
the news was broken with great care
and tact that Mr. Franklin had relin-
quished his control of the paper upon
his demise in 1790.

The Youth’s Companion says:
frequently hears it said that
not read nowadays. It depends on the
poetry. The English publisher of a
handy volume of Shakespeare sells a
quarter of a million copies every year.
Whoever today can write verse with
laughter and tears and red blood in it
will not lack for readers.”

* e *

Miss Agnes Deans Cameron has an
interesting humorous article . in the
April Century, entitled “Humor in
School.” This is perhaps the highest
poin? Miss Cameron has yet touched
in placing her stories, the Century be-
"-ng considered one of the best, if not
1he best of all the American maga-
zines.

“One
poetry is

* * *

Speaking of nature study reminds
me® of having seen in Field and Stream
an article by James H. Miller on the
subject of camera hunting. He says:
“Camera hunting is instructive and
facinating in this day when so many of

our song and game birds are being ex- |

terminated. How much greater the
bleasure and satisfaction in obtaining
a fine negative of a bird feeding her
young than in wantonly taking her life?
Moreover, in this sport there is no glose
Season, no restrictions as to whatf and
. where you shall hunt. Anything from
a humming=bird to an eagle, ‘a mouse
to an elephant, is your legitimate game.
Again, if you belong to the great army
whose ‘time is fully occupied for six
days of the week, making it impossible
to be afield during that time, you can
g0 out of a Sunday with a camera, and
not be classed with the heathen, as you
are sure to be :vhen carrying a gun.”
i

Those interested in
will be pleasad to. know that Miss
Weaver, the author of “A Canadian
History for Boys and Girls,” has pub-
lished the first' volume of a series to
be known as “Builders of Canada.”
The book'deals with great men of the
Maritime Provinces and is called “Men
of the East.” It is written for boys and
girls, and should be a valuable addition
: to juvenile literature.

s * »

Canadian history

A detective story that has become
very popular is “The Millionaire Baby,”
by Anna Catherine Green, illustrated
by Arthur I Keller. The story deals
fwlth the finding of a kidnapped baby
by a private detective. The most un-
likely people are implicated in the spir-
iting. away of the child, and from the
most unlikely motives. At the end

“The something is left for the imagination

Pof the reader, but so far as the detec-
tive is concerned, the plot is unraveled.

McLeod & Allen f.re the publishers. |
* =

|

“Canada First,” is a new magazine,
! the” February number being the first
issue, published in Toronto and edited
by F. Page Wilson. It is the official
organ of the Canadian Preference
League, and is founded for the purpose
of strengthening members of the league
in their determination to give practical

preference to Canadian goods and Can- |

' adian institutions, to foster the growth i

of Canadian sentiment, and to educate .

public opinion in this direction in every
legtimate way. Besides its able editor-
ial pages, it has articles and stories
from the pens of eminent Canadian

authors.
= * =

Down in Louisville, a clergyman re-
cently created a sensation by consign- |
ing to the flames at the morning ser-
vice the Christmas number of the Cos-
mopolitan Magazine, a copy of a local
Sunday paper, and several handsomely
bound volumes of Shakespeare, Byron
and Burns. The magazine, he declar-
ed, was supposed to commemorate the
birth of Christ; “I found too little of
Christ in it,” said he, “that is the rea-
son I burned it”” The objection to the |
nhewspaper, was that it was published
on the Sabbath. Shakespeare was
branded as immoral; Byron as sinful in
holding up Cain and Satan as heroes,
and Bobbie Burns as a bad man, his
writings showing the reflections of the
uncleanliness of his heart. There are
a few madmen still at large.

* * *

|

by a recent illustrated article in “Coun- i
itry Life in America,” by one Josef

rapher.
Love-making of the Grouse,” in which |
the author claims that the sound is |
produced by the vocal organs, if the
may be so called, and not by the wings.
He says: “It is true that the rufiled
grouse, like most chickens, flaps its
wings in the excitement of its love-
song; but that the drumming is pro-
duced in that manner is a myth. 1
have often watched a cock, which,
standing on 'a log"and ‘drumming for
dear life, apparently did not move a:
feather, though I must state that the
drumming was hot so ‘16ud as if the
wings had been flapped. Flapping the
wings evidently fills with air the throat
and lungs of the bird, but is not an in-
dispensible agency in producing the
drumming.” p
L - *

“A Whaleman’s Wife,” a story of love
and adventure, is Bullen’s. latest book.
The heroine, the daughter of a New
England peasant farmer, is a beauty
whose hand is sought by a neighbor.
She is, however, attracted by the
glamor of the city and promptly falls
In love with a Spanish-American whal-
ing skipper. This man proves to be a
demon in disguise, who treats his wife
and everyone under him worse than if
they were. dogs.. . After many adven-
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i the new department.

All our old theories of the way in | the ship from view, so that he gets lost
{ which  grouse drums have been upset | 204 finally makes a landing on the coast

Brunner, naturalist and animal photog- £~emor’s daughter, he promptly falls in
The article referred to is “The |

{ tured on the coast.

tures in different parts of the world, the
skipper is wounded by savages and
finally dies. His early rival, who has
been faithful all this time, has him-
self become a whaler, marries ‘the wid-
OwW, returns to the . farm, and lives
happy ever afterwards. Compared
with most books of adventure “The
Whaleman’s Wife” stands very high,
but it is not nearly as good as Bullen’s
earlier whaling story, “The Cruise of
the Cachelot.” !

| * = 3

London, March 20.—The new minis-
try of commerce will amount practical-
ly to a reconstruction of the Board of
Trade. There will be a central board,
with separate bureaus for marine, rail-
roads, trade, and industry, and the
home office will delegate its duties with
regard to certain of these matters to
The Minister of
Commerce will have the standing of a
first class servant of the Crown, with
a salary of $25,000 a year, and trade is
thus to be assigned a leading position
in the cabinet. If the necessary Act of
Parliament should be carried in the
pbresent session the first minister of the
department probably will be Mr. Bonar-
Law,. the parliamentary secretary to
the Board of Trade.

8, .

A tale of the days of border warfare,
a love story with a Strangely fascinat-
Ing yet simple plot, is the latest novel
by Charles G. D. Roberts. Lieutenant
Cowles, of the Boston five-gun brig,
8oes ashore in an open boat in the Bay
of Fundy at a point where he expects
to find gold. The tidé ecariess him
away from his route and a fog hides

near the home of the

governor of Aca-
dia.

Being taken prisoner by the gov-

love with her. The governor is an
irascible, gouty old man who has sworn
to hang every Englishman that is eap-
Mademoiselle takes
particular care of her prisoner, hiding
him first in a loft and later, when that
proves to be a dangerous place, she
Secretes him in heér own bedroom, this
being the only secure place. That mid-
night fly and are married before leav-
ing the neighborhood. They are ac-
companied by Mademoiselle’s maid,
who is to be married to the guide, mak-
ing a double love plot.
FITZ.

ARRESTED ON SUSPICION.

Paris, March 80.—A man suspected of
being the author of the bomb outrage
in the Avenue De La Republique, shen
members'of the Republican Guards and
Dolice were wounded, has been arrested.

RUSSELL SAEvE IMPROVING.
New York, March 30.—Russell Sage,

who has been seriously ill, is much im-
g;gved, aud was today able to leave his

i

BT G LT SR R
OHIO BANK CLOSES.

. Loraine, Ohiq, March 80.—At a meet-
ing of the directors and council of the
itizens’ Savings Bank it was decided
that the bank should not open for busi-
ness in the morning. &%
NEW SMELTER TRUST.

Trenton, N. J., March 30.—The Amer-
ican. Smelters. Exploration -Co. was in-
corporated here today with an authorized
capital of $54,000,000 to conduct mining
operations of every description. The in-
corporators are Wm, W. Porter, Frank
W. H. Holls, both of New York, and

Johu J. Tracy, of Jersey City.

And
The

Grocer

Every day from five to fifteen letter
The Ogilvie Flour Mills Co. from wo
smaller towns throughout Canada, saying they have asked
their grocer for Royal Houschold Flour but can’t get it.
One writes—I told my grocer, Mr.--—, that I would buy
‘Royal Household’ regularly if he would always keep it
on hand, but he said he wouldn’t take on another brand of
flour until he was obliged to.” 'Another says—‘‘ My grocer
is an ‘old fogie’ and never gets the newest or the best
things until the year after.”
an caterprising grocer in our town and are obliged to send
to-------for ‘Royal Household’ or take a poorer flour.”

Write direct to Ogilvie’s.

If you can’t get “Royal Household” from your grocer,
write to us direct—we will immediately give you the name
of the nearest grocer who keeps “Royal Household” and
send you also the “Royal Household” recipes. There is no
good reason why your grocer should compel you to use
inferior flour—no first class grocer will hesitate to order
“Royal Household™ for you, and even the smallest dealer
will get it if you insist upon it.

2 enit,

- The Woman who Would
hO wouldn’t,

s are received by
men living in the

A third says—‘“We haven’t

THE OGILVIE FLOUR MILLS CO., LIMITED, MONTREAL.

Want Road.Fqu
" The 0il Fields

Lack of Transportatldn Facili-
ties Retarding Development
of East Kootenay.

Much Machinery Ready to Be
Teken in—Government Ald
Asked.

Amaong the guests at the Dominion is
J. Gloyne, of Rossland, who is promin-
ently identifiéd with the various syndi-
cates which have been formed for the
exploitation of the coal and oil lands
of the rich East Kootenay districts.
Through Mr. Gloyne’s individual efforts
a large amount of capital has been in-
terested in various enterprises having
for their object the development of the
oil fields, and he is managing director
of several influential companies.

To a Colonist reporter who inter-
viewed him yesterday evening, he said
his mission to Victoria at the present
time was to make it clear to the gov-
ernment the urgent necessity which
exists for the immediate construction
of a wagon road into the district, so
that machinery and supplies may be
taken into the district, which at pres-
ent has no transportation facilities and
may be described as absolutely inac-
cessible to those desirous of taking in
machinery.

“These rich oil lands,” said Mr.
Gloyne, “are located in the most south-
easterly corner of British Columbia,
being bounded on the south by the
state of Montana and on the east by
Alberta. The oil-bearing area extends
for a distance of twenty-five miles
along the boundary ‘line between the
United States and Canada, and fifteen
miles north.

“As indicating the possibilities of the
district -as a revenue producer for the
government, I may mention that'the
government has already received $60,-
000 approximately in license fees, the
licenses costing $100 each.. These
licnses must be renewed each year.
While this immense surh has already
been paid into the provincial treasury,
not one dollar has been expended in
return in providing the needful trans-
portation facilities—there being not a
trail or a road in the district.

“There is not the shadow of a doubt
about the richness of the district in oil-
producing capacity. Oil seepdges are
found everywhere on the anticlinal for-

One Came Out After |
The Other,

e

Suffered with Boils for Six
Months.

Mr. Elie Braizeau, Meadowside

 Station, Ont., tells of his ex~

perience with Boils and
Bu;dock Blood Bitters.

He says: — “In the Spring
of 1889 I was continually
troubled with boils—one'
coming after another for about six
months. I suffered terribly, and
was in a very bad condition, In
August I got a bottle of-Burdock
Blood Bitters, and began to feel
better after taking #. I kept on
until' I had used five bottles, and
can truthfully say that I was cured,
and have remained 'so ever since.'

I have not had the least sign of o

boil.”” £
There is nothing like Burdock
Blood Bitters for bad blood, boils,
pimples, dyspepsia, indigestion
or any -trouble- arising from the
Stemach, Liver, Bowels or Blood.

mation, this latter topographical phase
being in the eyes of experts the surest
indication of the presence of oil in
paying quantities.

“No development work has yet been
done on these rich properties for. the
simple reason that it is absolutely im-
possible to get the necessary machin-
ery'into the country. Much of this ma-
chinery is of a heavy and cumbersome
character, requiring the existence of a
wagon road to be handled at all. For
instance, the important parts of a plant
consist of a 30-h. p. boiler, 25-h. p. en-
gines, ‘bits’ weighing from 300 to 500
pounds and casings of 12-inch steel
pipes—all of a character difficult to
transport.

“But two and one-half miles away
from the nearest point of the British
Columbia oil fields there are produc-
ing wells in Alberta, where the Rocky
Mountain Oil Company is operating
successfully. They are now erecting a
refinery and have already in position a
40-barrel ‘still.’

“What is required to open the dis-
trict to the companies ready to enter
and commence development work on a
large scale is the building of a wagon
road from some point on the ling of
the Crow’s Nest Pass railway. The dis-
tance is about thirty miles and it would
Dprobably cost $250 per mile. A very
large sum of money will be immedi-
ately spent in development work should
transportation facilities be available.

“As the only roads running close to
the district are those from points in
Alberta and Montana, should the Brit-
ish Columbia government not be alive
to the necessities of the occasion, pro-
duce and supplies will be brought from
those points, thus resulting in a seri-
ous loss of trade to British Columbia
merchants; and again, unless the vari-
ous companies which have been form-
ed are permitted to get into the dis-
trict this year, the shareholders are
not likely to renew their licenses next
year, and this will imply a serious loss
of revenue to the government. If, say,
the sum of $15,000 were spent on the
wagon road I have mentioned, the rev-
enue very shortly would be $75,000.

“The companies which are ready to
g0 into the oil fields at once and com-
mence work at once are the Flathead
Valley Oil Company, a concern in
which a large number of Victorians are
heavily interested; the Southeast Koo-
tenay Coal and Petroleum Company, of
Spokane, and the British Columbia
Land and Oil Company, of, the Dalles,
Oregon. Other companies are only
awaiting the providing of transporta-
tion facilities before making arrange-
ments to operate their holdings.”

Mr. Gloyne will be in the city for
several days yet and have another in-
terview with the government. ¥

Among the guests at the Dominion
are Thomas Nicol, wife and child, and
W. B. Nicol, of Calgary. They are on
a holiday jaunt and incidentally visit-
ing some friends who preceded them
from the Northwest. The winter at
Calgary has been a particularly miid
one, business conditions are excellent
and the city and surrounding. district
are in a flourishing condition.

Registered at the Driard vesterday
evening were a ‘party of C. P. R. of-
ficials who made an unexpected return
from the Mainland after having osten-
sibly left for the East the.day previ-
ous. The party included J. S. Dennis,
R.’ B. Bennett and H. J. Cardell, Mr.
Dennis’ private secretary. R. Marpole,
general superintendent of the company,
accompanied. the party from Vancou-

ver.

Among the guests at the Dominion-
hotel yesterday evening were J. D.
Rae, New Westminster; H. C. Burling-
ham and wife, Winnipeg; W. J. Snod-
grass, Okanagan Falls; Frank De Moie,
Australia; G. H. R. Edwards, Black-
heath,”London, Eng.; Thos. B. Rice,
Lincolnshire, Eng., and Robert Gray,
Delta. 3 - :

Captain Matthews, of Anacortes,
Wash., who will superintend the con-
struction of J. H. Todd’s new cannery
at Esquimalt, is a guest at the Do-
minion. He assumed his duties yester-
day. Good progress is being made with
the job. ¢

\

G. McConnell, Kamloops; E. E.
Charleson, Vancouver, and T. Kilpat-
rick, Revelstoke, are among those reg-
istered at the Driard.

AN UNSOLVED MYSTERY.

K'ngston, N. Y., March 30.—The mys-
tery surrounding the identity of the
ycung woman’s body found in Wakiil
c¢:eek remains unsolved.

The jury today rendered a verdict that
death resulted from a blow on the heal
inflicted with a blunt instrument by
some person unknowm,

The body will be buried tomorrow, the
woman’s clothing and her diamond ring

‘L being held by Coroner Hasbrouck iu the

~6p= that they may yet afford a clue to
her identity.

» miles or more.

. then ‘back fire’ it.”

To Fight The
Forest Fires

Dominlon and Province Should
dJoln in Establishing Expert
Brigade.

Michael Carlin and Business
Associates Here to See the
Government.

\

.The towering form of Michael Carlin,
the big lumberman of Golden, B. C.,
was prominent among the Driard ro-
tunders last night. Mr. Carlin is here,
in company with Mr. G. McCormack 2f
Kamloops, to talk over matters apper-
taining to the lumber industry at legis-
lative headquarters. Mr. Jones, another
member of the Columbia River Lumber
Co., with which he is associated, is ex-
pected here this evening, having just re-
turned from a trip to Ottawa and the
Northwest in relation to trade questions.

Or the proposal to inaugurate a pro-
vincial forest fire brigade, Mr. Carlin
is an ardent advocate. *I think,” said
he, speaking of the subject last evening,
“it is a service that is very much needed.
I believe the federal and local govern-
ments could co-operate with advantage
in perfecting such a system.”

At the present time, he explained,
there is a protective service, under fed-
eral supervision, on the Dominion lauds
along the Canadian Pacific - Railway
belt, which extends for twenty miies on
either side of the tracic throughout the
province. This territory is divided into
districts about twenty miles in length,
each of which is patrolled by a forest
ranger. ‘The only trouble is, said Mr.
‘Carlin, that the territory which these
rangers have to cover is too large. The
force = too small for the work they have
to do.

The expense of this service is borne
jointly by the government and the lum-
bermen. The rangers’ salary is contri-
buted partly by the.government and
partiy by the millmen ‘and the owners of
timber limits, assessments being made
and collected by the government at so
much per mile of the holdings.

The millmen, Mr. Carlin says, are
more than satisfied with this arrange-
ment, the only complaint being that the
service is insufficient.

“We would like very much,” said he,
“to see the provincial government take
the matter up. I think the Dominion
and the province could work very well
together in this comnection. Ifor one
thing I think the penalties for setting
or causing fires should be heavier than
they are.” :

“Have any evidences of the utility of
the forest fire protection service come to
your notice?”’ he was asked.

“Yes, indeed,” was the reply. “I have
known several occasions on which tie
rangers have prevented the spread of
fires, and consequent destruction of
property, the valae or whieh can scarce-
ly be estimated. In the Shuswap coun-
try last summer a big fire broke out and
threatened a great territory with devas-
tation. . Acting under the powers con-
ferred ypon them, the rangers enlisted a
force of men, and succeeded in beating
out the fire along : ne extending six
In this one instance over
six hundred miilion feet of timber was
saved to the country.”

It is no easy m:
in the woods. Al
en a hand in m
the forest devou
reporter’s curic
Shuswap a
guage of the
a trail through six

point. 1ln the
blunt lan-
had to cut
miles of woods, and
This means, as he
explained, that the underbrush was clear-

tne

we

ed out and counter fires started over the

trail, thus effecting a burned distriet to
perfect the line of defence. On one side
a great fire roaring through the forest,
belching smoke and flame and cinders.
On the other, gangs of sturdy woodsmen,
cleaving and hacking and working des-
perately to stop the advance of the coun-
flagration. There is excitement in the
work. Oh, yes. And there is danger
in it, too. Ask the boys who have been

i there!

l

The forest rangers are picked men.
They know their business. They are as
much at home in the forest as the city
brigade on the open thoroughfare. To
beat a fire in the woods requires skill,
and that is what the rangers are there
for.
i1 Mr. Carlin is interested in the propo-
sition recently submitted to the govern-
ment with respect to the tenure of tim-
ber licences, and this is one of the mat-
ters whieh he will discuss while in Vie-
toria. .Asked. concerning the proposgd
duty on Americanr rough lumber, he said
the millmen were not unhopeful that
the industry would be: protected in this
regard. The latest reports from OQttawa
were not unfavorable.

Pilots Reply
Board Of

Thelr Side of the Qud
Forth in an Intere
Report,

i A —

Assertion Is Made Tha
Are Higher on Puget
Than at Victor

- Wi ——
The local pilots have p
following statement in resp
request of the pilotage co
the Esquimalt Liberal Assol
forwarded to J. C. Macintod
man of that body. It is i
of a reply to the report p
the special committee of t}
trade some time ago, and r
lows :

Dear Sir—In compliance w
made by a committee from yq
pointed to inquire into the pi
of the Victoria and Esquimalt
the undersigned pilots of the 4§
trict, beg to submit the follq
swer to the published statem
made by a committee of the V
of Trade:

1. The Board of; Trade com:
report dated March 7, says: *
ary the S. S. Saxonia called N
ber, received 183,000 feet an
charges: Pilotage, $79; sick m4g
$66.32; harbor dues, $5; totall

The facts in regard to this {
the 8. S. Saxonia came here
one million feet of lumber
Sound and received at this p
tional lot of 183,000 feet, afte
ready loaded down. Had she 4
ballast and been fully laden hd
age due would have amount
$58.50. The Saxonia hires
pilot at $250 per month, and, s
but omne trip per month to
ports, her American pilotag
each trip actually costs her $
znearly four times as much as
vice would cost at the port of

The item in regard to “sid
dues” is correct, but it has nd
with the pilotage. It is, howe
ing, because it is made to appd
ular charge, whereas the cha
only on the first three trips
makes to any Canadian port
after which the vessel is exem
following year.

2. “It appears also that
charges are 25 per cent. per tH
of lumber higher than Puget §
In consequence of these char,
mos people have increased t
rates $1 and $2 per thousand
ber from this port for Mexicaj
the rates charged by them on 4
ments from Puget Sound. W¢g
advisable to take up these {¢
at a time, and have ¢
pilotage.”

With respect to this item,
ing charges were higher than g
instance, because the Saxonia d
port already loaded, and the ld
on here had to be placed in dif
of the vessel where availabld
mained. This necessarily ing
cost of loading; but, had the
been loaded here, the stevedo:
would have been less than at
Sound port.

With regard to 'the Kosmos
creasing their freight rates fro
to Mexico: This has nothing ¥
do with port charges, and nd
was made by the Kosmos peo
8core. The extra cost to them
fact that there was so little
them to call here for. The 4
diem of a vessel of the tonn
Saxonia is about $500. Thus, §
<count of there being an insuf]
freight to cover the expense of {
that a higher freight schedu
Port as compared with Puget S
is imposed to make up the diffd
-our keen trade rivals are pleased
noised abroad and placed to th
“‘high port charges,” so as to
Mexicans to trade at their ports
placing larger orders with our
and it appears that the commi
Board of Trade are unwittingly
trade rivals to create this imp
the injury of the business interd
toria. The best solution of t
will be the establishment of a
Canadian line to Mexico and a o
development of our abundant
sources.

3. “Out of over 1,100 vesse
from sea annually approximatel
accept the services of a pilot, a;
age were not compulsory your
believe that most of the maste
100 vessels who accepted the se
pilot would have docked their
aided or preferred to make the
rangements for pilotage.”

With regard to the above, tH
that only about 400 vessels ar
foreign ports during 1904, the
local steamers, tugs, ete. Of
about 150 accepted the services
Thus, instead of a disparity of
indicated in this remarkably mis
port, one vessel in fhree accept
vices of a pilot.

In thick weather many of f
which did not accept a pilot
theless actually piioted to the
fog signals from small boats,
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spring.
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The nerves soon b
the blood fails to suppl
and .there is consequed
gish action of the bodil

The lungs lack vi
oxydizing the blood, the
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