Hockey Pointers.

By TOM HOWARD (In “Top-Notch” Magazine.)

Hockey has three fundamentals—
a.bllity to skate, speed on the ice, and
the knack of handling a stick—and
without these any one trying to play
the game is hopelessly lost.

Of course, ability to skate is the
main thing, for without that nobody
could play hockey. But ability to
skate does not presuppose an intri-
cate knowledge of the art of skating.
All it requires is certainty of balance
and an ability to change one’s direc-
tion in a flash. Speed is arother es-
sential, for, although a player may be
a- fair skater and have an excellent
knowledge of the game, he is worth-
less when pitted against an opponent
who can skate away from him at
wiill,

As for the knack of handling a
stick and directing a puck, that is
something which only long experi-
ence in the heat of conflict can give
a man. - Practice helps, but it is
when in opposition to players who
are trying as desperately to get the
puck away from you as you are try-
ing to keep them from getting it
Clever stick work is the hand mark
of the finished hockey player.

My first word of advice to one who
thinks of playing hockey is to learn
how to skate for speed and then how
to handle a stick. After practice
alone the player will find that his
Hockey education is just beginning,
for the sport, although requiring its
devotees to be expert in the three
basic principles I have outlined, de-
mands also strict adherence to team
play. The individual is not robbed of
the initiative, but he must be quick
to grasp mew situations and to com-
plement the play of his teammates at
any and all times. On the other
hand, he must expect the same co-
operation from his own players.

II.

The greatest difficulty that the new
player will encounter once he gets
on a team is the off-side rule. There
is no rule like it in any other sport.
In as few words as I can explain. it,
its import is: Keep behind the puck.
No player can receive the puck who
is nearer his opponent’s goal than the
puck itself. The rule is not, as so
many people Dbelieve, to prevent
diagonal passes up the ice. As a
matter of fact, such passes are per-
missible provided that that player
who takes the puck is nearer his own
goal than the puck at the instant of
its being passed. It is this off-side
rule which has caused most of the
difficulty with hockey in this coun-
try. The American player rarely
realizes that it is the most important
thing.about the game,

Just let the off-side rule be strictly
enforced in. American hockey, and
the players will be amazed to find
«.how little they really know about it.
Why, I have seen dozens of games,

including one or two championship
contests, which have hinged in a
faulty interpretation or enforcement
of the rule, and goals have been
been scored which should never have
fallen into the net either because of
ignorance or laxness on the part of
the officials in applying this most
important rule,

. The player.who is Jjust beginning
the game should know that-the man
who is off-side might just as well be
off the ice so far as his value to his
team is concerned. He can’t take a
pass and he can’t help in the play in
any way. Perhaps if there were a
more dmtlc penalty than mere cCes-
sat.lon of play and a new face-off the
importance of ohserving this rule
would be more firmly impressed upon
the players.
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In my opinion the off-side rule is
the one that-has made hockey what
it is, and it should never be changed,
although you hear the point agitated
from time to time. It is so thor-
oughly understood in Canada that it
i3 second nature to the players, and
that is what it should be here. 1It’s
because of the failure of the average
American ‘player to comprehend the
value of this rule that so much mis-
understanding has arisen from time
to time in games between American
and Canadian teams. In a tight
game I have seen Canadians time and
again make no effort to block an op-
posing player who was off-side only
to have tHat player score a goal
against them a moment later. The
referee should have called the play-
er off-side, but he didn’t.

Then there is the desire of the
American player to think of hockey
as he does of some other sport.
More than once, when I was coach-
ing Yale, I have had men, who
wanted to plot out their plays be-
forehand, go on the ice with a sys-
tem of signals such as they used in
football or: baseball. But once the
puck was faced they found their
signals availed them nothing, Hock-

ey as-a game is so fast, the situations,

change so rapildy, and it is so com-
plex that it is impossible to intro-

‘duce signals or anything even ap-

proximating them. You have a gen-
eral system of attack, but once you
try to make your plans specific you
strike all kinds of snags.

I do not desire to be understood as
saying that you cannot have team
play, for you can, and you can have
team play which is practiced before-
hand, but it must be such as to. be
readily adaptable to the ever-chang-
ing conditions that arise in the actual
heat of conflict. It might be better
to call it combination play rather
than team play. -
play that all the science and techni-
que of the game are brought out.

In advancing the puck you can send '
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mayer does . the all. He must
carry it down the ice by guiding it
with his stick, and the slips that may
take place are innumerable. This,
then, is the chief ~obstacle ‘against
pre-arranged plays, From the face-
off ‘at the beginning. of the play one
team doesn’t have undisputed posses-
sion: it must take its chance, and
the puck may go to any . one of the
half dozen men playing behind the
one who is facing off, or it may go
to the opposing team. Therefore you
can never count on getting an attack
under way, because you never know
that you are going to get it or how
or where you are going to get it.

In football it is simple to sit down
two weeks before a game and plot out
your plays, both offensive and  de-
fensive. They say you can do the
same thing in baseball, although I
doubt it. In hockey it is absolutely
impossible. Therefore, when the
American begins to play hockey he
should think of the game in terms of
hockey and not in terms of football
or any other sport.

My advice to those just beginning
to play is to disregard the rule about
substitutes. I think it would be a
good thing for the game in this coun-
try if general substitution were per-
mitted, because it would not only
make it less severe as a physical test
on players not used to so vigorous a
sport, but it would also make it pos-
sible for more persons to play the
game. As it is now, I know any
number of young men who have
practiced faithfully year in and year
out, and have never had the oppor-
tunity of playing in a game because
the coach was afraid-that his team
would not play up to expectations,
and, being unable to substitute  his
good player for the second-string
man being tried out, would be forced
to lose the game. The rule against
substitutes could well be changed.

I wouldn’t change the method of
scoring. The goal-keeper, although
he may seem to be so, is not at a tre-
mendous disadvantage. He makes
relatively few bona-fide stops, Most
of the stops he is credited with mak-
ing are stops because the puck has
hit him, not because he has endeav-
ored to stop it. You will find the at-
tack and the defense well balanced
in the average game.

V.

One of the most interesting develop-
ments in hockey has been the change
from seven-man teams  to, six-man
combinatiéns in professional hockey
in some Canadian leagues. “The ama-
teur teams have retained the seven-
man rule.

Six-man hockey is- not nearly as

become accustomed; although it of-
fers the individual player a better
opportunity to make spectacular plays
on a small or moderate-sized rink, it
leads to a slow game that proves un-
interesting.

The average player would rather
play six-man hockey because it is not
so hard on the individual. It does
not tcall for’ the endurance necessary
¢> play when there are seven men on
the ice, and does not begin to be the
test of playing ability that the stan-
dard game is.

‘When a player goes imto a game
there are a lot of things he should dis-
cover just as soon as he can, for the
reason that they may mean victory
or defeat, later on. For one thing, he
should find out the weakest defensive
gide of the player he is most directly

{ concerned with, and he should try to.

learn the weakest sides of the point
and cover-point, the two bulwarks of
the defense. 'Every player has a weak
side, and if you learn  soon enough
 which one it is -you have learned
something that will be of immense
value to your team.

Every ‘man on the team, especially
the wings, should be schooled in get-
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I never - tpoptlit ere
medicine in the.world: that
any one the good Tanlac has .
said A. J. Cormier, who ruﬂen at
44 Dorchester Street, Sydney, Nova
Scotia, - recently. - Continuing, - - he
said:

“For the past six yoarl * hﬂp ‘suf-
fered a great deal with my ‘stomach.
I had a very poor appetite’and wotild
have to force.down everything.I. ate,
and as soon as I did it would .sour,
gas would form and my heart would
palpitate terribly, and I‘ would h:n
great difficulty  in. breathing. .
would have such dizzy spells it would
be all I could do to keep from falling, |
and they would ‘leave ‘me - feeling
weak and 'exhausted. ‘T 'was ex:|
tremeély nervous and:could get ﬁut
little sleep, and- every . morning. -
would get up-terribly nauseated, .gnd
was very seldom able to eat tﬁe least
bite of breakfast and when I did ‘it
would only be a very small plece of
toast, and even this would.cause me
intense misery. I felt ’ tired and
worn out all the time and actually
should have been in bed imstead of
trying to work, and if I had -given
way to my feelings there is where: 1
would have been, for I was not rully
able to be up and about. -

“I had triel every sort. ot, medicine
I could hear of,-but none of them did
me any good. Then, one day, my:
wife suggested I try Tanlac, and
while I had .about lost faith in’ all
kinds of medicines I took her advice,
and'I have thanked her ever since for
mentioning it to-me, = Well, sir, to.my
surprise, I began to improve. almost
immediately after 1  started ‘taking
it, and now, while T have only
five bottles, I can truthfully say I
a well man. I have a mdumte !
and can eat anything I swant and
everything agrees with me , perfectly.
I never have thase diazy .pells ;any
more and my nerves are‘so ‘improved
I can sleep like a log and get up in
the morhing feeling. fine, and can. al-:
ways eat a hearty bréakfast, for &
never feel nauseated now. “Tanlac|
has put me on ‘my: feet again; and I}
think it is my: duty- to. tell ;others
about it so if they are. trcmhled as L
was they can have the benefit of my
experience.”

Tanlac ‘is sold in ‘8t John's:by M:
Connors, under the pérsonal diréction
of a .special “Tanlac “representati
in Harbor Buffett, by, Thomas Wake)|
& Sons; in Placentia by James' Mur-
phy & Son;. and in- Topnﬂ by J.'K.
Bursell—-ath.
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We wart to purchase for cash any
onantitz of T'aed Postage Stampe. .of
Newfanndland, esvacially
naw in use, and ‘will pay the tollovlu
pricea:

Jc. value per 300 .. .. .. ..
2c. valus per 180 .. .. .. .¢
Sc. valne per 100 .. .. .. -,
4c. value, each .. v on se ae
Sc. valwe, each .. .. .. ..

For higher. values we will “alle
one-third each of the face: vﬂm and
take any pumber of thm M
prices.

Stamps must be ‘in ‘good Mm
nort’ torn, damaged or too: heavily can-
ce! P
We will also Mry for cash all’ 'ﬁﬂ"
values,
Postage %

Send us .all ﬂn stamps. you  have
and we will remit promptly on
ceipt. We also buy West
Stamps. Price Jst free
We are the Oldest and the ]
Dealers in. Postage ’h
North Amerfea.
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‘CHEVIOT TWEEDS—54 inches wide.

B

Cheviotéy,r | Ga’bérdmes, Serges.
' Whtpcords Venetions.

CHECK DRESS GOODS—54 ins. wide,
In Black and White, Black and Wy,
with Purple and Yellow Check, Blak
and White with Green and Yl
Check, Black and White with Greey
and Blue Check .. .. ..$3.50 per yi,

FINE SERGE—54 and 56 ins. wide,
Navy ..$5.60, 6.00, 6.25, 6.75, 7.30 y;

FINE SERGE—54 and 56 ins. wide,
Black—$1.70, 4.40, 5.10, 5.75, 6.25, 6.5,
7.30 per yard.

FINE SERGE-—40 inches wide.
Black, 90c., $1.50, 2.25, 3.75 per yar{

DIAGONAL SERGE—40 inches wide.
Black .. .. .. .. .. .. ..$2.60 pery]

BOATING SERGE—32 inches wide.
Black and Navy .. .... ..45c. per vd,

MELTON CLOTH—b50 inches wide.
Brown and Green. . .. ..$2.75 per yj

BRRY . vy e v e e . 080, $5.10
‘Brown .. .. .. .. .. ..$3.50, $6.00
Fawn .. ..$3.50, $4.75, $5.10
IO s vaisd vine se sa e B0
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Bannockburn .. .. ,.........$8.00
Green & Black Stripe, $2.10, 4.20, 4.90
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VENETIAN—50 inches wide.
Black, Navy, Brown, Saxe,
'Grey S e SN .$5.10 per yd.

GABERDINE—50 inches wide.
Black, Navy, Grey, Green, Saxe,
Brown .. .. .. .. .. ..$6.50 per yd.

WHIPCORD—54 inches wide.
BRI 5 i v on ..$3.20 per yd.

G.KNOWLING, Ltd.

"INGERSOLL'S

A Watch for your boy. The gift that makes him
happiest.

-$3.00 Midget
450 Wrist 1.50
600 Reliance, Nickel 9.00
6.00 Reliance, Gold Fid. 15.00
4.00 Waterbury Rad-

5.50 iolite - 8.25

AYRE & SONS, Limited

Wholesale Agents for Ingersoll Watches

Yankee - - - - -
E‘ﬁ”. N e
Junior - - - - -
Midget - - -
Yankee lladlollle
Eclipse - - - - -

1.00

J e‘wellery‘ Dept.
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Thirty—Three Per Cent: in Two
Years on your investmert abso-

’qul_;\;t_;:‘_it:ly guaranteed.

_ We cannot accept less than $50, or more
&an $1000 from any one investor. This is
a LIMITED offermg
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