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OF THE

Right Hon. Sir R. Bond, P. C., K. C. M. G.,
LEADER OF THE LIBERAL PARTY.

To the Electors of Newfoundland.
MY FELLOW COUNTRYMEN,—

In compliance with the appeal made
to me by Electors throughout the
Island, I shall again lead the Liberal 
Party to the polls at the forthcoming 
General Election. If I consulted my
own desire I would leave this task to 
so nie one else. But, you have called 
me to your service. In this call I re­
cognize the voice of an awakened and 
alarmed people, and my sense of pub- 
lice duty constrains me to put aside 
all personal considerations and at 
whatever sacrifice perform my duty.

In the Manifesto I addressed to you 
before the last General Election, I 
pointed out very clearly what might 
be expected to result to the country 
if my'political opponents were return­
ed to power, and I added these words, 
“having toiled continuously for thirty 
years to improve the condition of this 
Colony and its people ; having devoted 
the best years of my life to the public 
service and to the settlement of ques­
tions that for centuries retarded the 
advancement of its industries—if by 
your votes you show yourselves in­
different to those services, I shall not 
waste what may remain to me of life 
in unavailing opposition to the delib­
erate decision of the people.” The 
Electors at the polls recorded their 
decision, and a majority of them re­
turned the present Government to 
power. I accepted that decision with 
a feeling of relief for it released me 
from a weight of responsibility, and 
appeared to afford me an easy exit 
from the anxiety and worry of public 
life. My resignation of the leader­
ship of the Liberal Party was placed 
in the hands of its parliamentary re­
presentatives soon after the declar­
ation of the polls, but, at their request 
I assumed the leadership of the Op­
position in the House of Assembly, on 
the understanding that on the expir­
ation of the period of parliament I 
would retire from active participation 
in the public life of this country. It 
is not without regret that I find the 
exit which appeared to be opened to 
me again closed. From the Address­
es I have received it is entirely clear 
that the people have discovered 
through a bitter experience that my 
warnings in 1909 were not unfound­
ed. They were deceived. Their trust 
and confidence has been betrayed, and 
I observe, from the call back to public 
life with which I have been honoured, 
that it is those districts which were 
mainly instrumental in returning the 
present Government that are now 
most anxious to rid the Country of 
their evil influence. I would there­
fore forfeit the respect of my coun­
trymen, and become recreant to my 
duty as a citizen, if I declined to re­
spond to the appeal that has been 
made to me.

I cannot hope to repair the mis­
chief that has been done by the pres­
ent Government during the past four 
years, for it is beyond remedy, but, 
it is possible to put an end to the pres­
ent riot of political crime.
THE PERIL NOW FACING THE 

COUNTRY.
To-day we see peril stalking our 

country down. A grave peril which 
clutches at the very vitals of the 
community and is sapping our exist­
ence as an independent State of the 
Empire. A peril so grave and so in­
sidious that it must be faced, inves­
tigated, and overcome.

Let me make my meaning clear. 
As soon as the present Government 
found themselves firmly established 
in power, within a month from the 
declaration of the poll, they entered 
upon a policy of enormous and unjus­
tifiable expenditure. On the 19th 
June, 1909, a letter was addressed to 
the Reid. Newfoundland Company 
stating that “the Government con­
template building certain branch rail­
ways,” and asking if the Messrs. Reid 
were “prepared to, entertain a pro­
posal to build these branches.” Two 
days later the Reid Newfoundland 
Company replied that they were “pre­
pared to make an offer to build the 
branch railways referred to,” and 
four months later, without inviting 
other tenders; without survey previ­
ously made; in the absence of all 
data as to the character of the 
country to be traversed, or the traf­

fic possibilities of the respective
branches; before even a contract price
had been agreed to, the Government
gave the Messrs. Reid a free hand to 
go ahead with the work. The truth 
of this is established by the following
letter which was tabled in the House
of Assembly in reply to a question 
put by me.

LETTER FROM REID TO MORRIS.
(Copy.)

Reid Newfoundland Company,
St. John’s, 

October 7th, 1909.
Sir,—

In reply to yours of the 5th, this 
Company will be prepared to enter 
upon the discussion of the matter of 
the contract of the Railways mention­
ed at any time which may be conveni­
ent to the Government. In the mean­
time, the Company is willing to begin 
work suggested on the Bonavista 
Branch early next week, and shall be 
prepared to take on men on the 15th 
instant, and thereafter will proceed 
with the same as speedily as possible 
affording the labour required, the 
Government paying for the same as 
you mention in your letter, and such 
payment to be credited as payment 
made under the contemplated con­
tract. Of course the labour to be per­
formed in the present circumstances 
will not, as you are aware, be as valu­
able to the Company as if it were done 
under ordinary conditions, but this is 
a matter which we may allow to stand 
over for consideration UNTIL WE 
BEGIN TO DISCUSS THE TERMS 
OF THE CONTRACT.

I have, &c.,
(Sgd.) W. D. REID, 

Président.
Hon. Sir E. P. Morris, K.C., LL.D., 

Premier.

It will be observed that not only 
was Railway work commencèd with­
out tenders, without survey, without 
data as to character of the country 
to be traversed or traffic possibilities, 
without contract price being agreed, 
but actually in face of the above 
warning given by the Messrs. Reid as 
to a demand for a spécial price to be 
fixed when they and the Government 
*begin to discuss the terms of the 
Contract.”

Two months after the above letter 
was written a formal contract was 
entered into between the Government 
and the Messrs. Reid in the absence 
of surveys and other necessary data, 
subject only to the understanding 
that “all the Branches shall follow, 
as nearly as may be practicable, the 
routes that may be decided by the 
Government.” The foregoing words 
taken from the Contract prove the 
accuracy of my statement as to the 
absence of all data upon which a Con­
tract could be intelligently based, and 
thé cost even approximately esti­
mated.

The result of all this is that the es­
timate of cost placed by the Prime 
Minister before the Legislature for 
its guidance in passing upon the Con­
tract was entirely misleading and has 
already been exceeded by MILLIONS 
OF DOLLARS, to which will have to 
be added millions more before the 
Colony is through with this iniquitous 
Railway Sohenfe.

Then, again, as I pointed out in thé 
House Assembly when the Contract 
came before it, another grave conces­
sion had been made the Messrs. Reid 
in that the Government had consented 
to pay them in Gold instead of in De­
bentures as heretofore. Prior to 
this Contract, all railway construction 
had been paid for by the Colony in 
Debentures, which the Contractors 
had to convert into cash at their own 
expense. The present Government 
relieved the Contractors of such ex­
pense by undertaking to float Deben­
tures themselves and pay the Messrs. 
Reid in Gold. By so doing they Save 
practically made the Coiftractors a 
present, at the expense ofihe taxpay­
ers of this Colony, of nearly HALF 
A MILLION DOLLARS TO DATE.

A FURTHER CONCESSION TO THE 
REIDS.

Then there was the further conces­
sion to the Contractors of over a Mil­
lion acres of land, together with all 
minerals therein. The Messrs. Reid
previously held two and a half mil­
lion acres of land in this country
which, supplemented by that obtained
from the present Government, makes
them the owners of nearly FIVE MIL­
LION ACRES. If the handing over 
to the Contractors of nearly half 
a million dollars in gold was gratuit­
ous and wicked folly, the grant of 
land was nothing short of a high 
crime against the interests of the peo­
ple of this country. For more than 
twelve years the Reid Newfoundland 
Company has held two and a half mil­
lion acres of public land in possession. 
Up to this day the Colony has not re­
ceived the slightest benefit from these 
lands, because the Messrs. Reid have 
done nothing to develope them or any 
portion of them. They are barred 
to private enterprise, and to being 
utilized for the benefit of the Country. 
Control over the land means power 
to control the future of this Country,

' and, therefore, to increase the im­
mense power that had already been 
acquired by the Railway Contractors 
under the Railway Deal of 1898 was a 
crime, a crime which, if I am not mis­
taken, will hamper the future pros­
pects of our Country.

THE FINANCIAL PERIL.
The peril which immediately faces 

the community is the financial peril, 
in part arising out of the Govern­
ment’s Railway Scheme, and in part 
out of the wasteful and improper ex­
penditure of the revenues of the Col­
ony.

When the Government introduced 
their Railway Scheme before the 
'House of Assembly four years ago, 
the Prime Minister led the House to 
believe that the whole of the five 
Branch Railways would not exceed 
250 miles in length nor cost more 
than Four Million Dollars. I pointed 
out at that time what I plainly saw 
was an error, and I warned the Gov­
ernment that double the amount of 
money named would not see the Col­
ony through the Contract. My warn­
ing was not heeded, and already, with 
not one of the Branches fully equip­
ped and completed and ONLY THREE 
OUT OF THE FIVE BRANCH RAIL­
WAYS enterprised, more than FIVE 
MILLION EIGHT HUNDRED 
THOUSAND DOLLARS have had to 
be raised on loan. ($5,839,999.99.)

The loss to the Colony by the Gov­
ernment floating the two loans in 
London, which comprise the above 
amount, and paying the Messrs. Reid 
in Gold instead of in 3(4 per cent. 
Debentures at par WAS1 MORE 
THAN FOUR HUNDRED THOUS­
AND DOLLARS ($407,211.14). This 
is the difference between the par 
value of the Debentures and the 
amount realized by their sale or trans­
fer. To this must be added the fur­
ther loss of the interest on that sum 
at 3(4 per cent, per annum. As I 
have previously stated the Govern­
ment practically made the Messrs. 
Reid a present of nearly HALF A 
MILLION DOLLARS by their wick­
ed folly.

BUT THE END IS NOT YET.
Still the peril walketh in darkness, 

While half the work contracted for 
has not been completed, and nearly 
SIX MILLION DOLLARS have al­
ready been added to the Public Debt 
on that account, another loan of at 
least an equal amount will have to 
be raised to meet the Colony’s obliga­
tions to the Messrs. Reid under the 
Government’s Railway Contract, or 
the Country will default and become 
bankrupt. If that money can be rais­
ed at all, it can only be raised by pay­
ing dearly for the accommodation ; it 
can only be raised by adjusting our 
rates of interest to meet the altered 
conditions of the money market, that 
will mean an additional loss in prin­
cipal and interest; it can only be rais­
ed then provided we have put our 
house in order by cutting down ex­
penditure in every possible direction, 
and thus satisfy money lenders that 
the annual revenue will, without 
doubt, meet our liability for interest 
on the loan, and other liabilities ; it 
will not be raised at any price or un­
der any circumstance if the Govern­
ment of the Colony at this time en-

- < .
i

V

ters into still further contracts with 
Messrs. Reids, and that is precisely 
what the Prime Minister in the House 
of Assembly and on public platforms 
has pledged his Government to do if 
again returned to power.

AT YOyR PERIL THEN, AT THE
PERIL OF YOUR COUNTRY, you
would record your votes for the
present Government. -

ANOTHER DANGER THAT
THREATENS.

But the foreging is only one aspect 
of the peril that is sapping our na­
tional existence. Since the present 
Government came into power four 
years ago they have not stopped short 
at borrowing nearly Six Million Dol­
lars abroad for their Railway Scheme, 
but they have also endeavoured to 
borrow more than a million and a 
quarter from our citizens.
In 1909 there was a Loan

Act for............... .. . . $430,000.00
In 1911 there was a Loan

Act for....................... 520,000.00
In 1912 there was a Loan

Act for....................... 250,000.00

$1,200,000.00
Investors have not taken up the 

Whole of these loans. Why? Be­
cause people who have hitherto in­
vested their savings in local deben­
tures have found, that whereas they 
paid one hundred cents in the dollar 
for those debentures they cannot now 
be realized for ninety cents, and they 
have become alarmed at the reckless 
manner in which the finances of the 
Colony are being handled by those in 
charge of the Government. In the 
mad riot of expenditure and waste 
that is going on they perceive the 
danger of default in the payment of 
interest on these debentures, and as 
a result hundreds of thousands of dol­
lars worth of local debentures are un­
saleable. It is a healthy sign to ob­
serve the cautious attitude of inves­
tors. as well as the pronounced alarm 
of the general public in respect to the 
gross extravagance of the Govern­
ment, for, it indicates that they re­
cognize the danger that threatens, 
and it affords room for hope that they 
will bend their energies to ward off 
the danger. It has been declared by 
a great Statesman that “it is a char­
acteristic of the mischiefs that arise 
from financial prodigality that they 
creep onwards with a noiseless and 
steady step; that they commonly re­
main unseen and unfelt until they 
have reached a magnitude absolutely 
overwhelming.” You have seen the 
dangers that menace our Country, let 
us hope not when too late.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENTS.
While the Government have been 

saddling the country with these vast 
obligations they have made no at­
tempt to adjust ordinary current ex­
penditure to meet the conditions they 
have created. Nearly every depart­
ment of the public service has been 
demoralized by being made a dump­
ing ground for political camp follow­
ers until the cost of administering the 
same has risen enormously, and form­
er efficiency has been sacrificed. It 
would occupy too much space in this 
communication to review the expen­
diture in connection with each de­
partment of the Civil Service. Suffice 
it to say, therefore, that whereas in 
the year 1907-8, the last year for 
which my Government was fully re­
sponsible, the total expenditure was 
$2,850,189.34. The total expenditure 
last year by the present Government 
was $3,524,652.51, AN INCREASE 
OF SIX HUNDRED AND SEVEN 
TY - FOUR THOUSAND FOUR 
HUNDRED AND SIXTY-THREE 
DOLLARS.

One would have imagined that in 
view of the deplorable condition of 
things to which I have drawn , atten­
tion, the Government would have, at 
least, kept expenditure during the 
current year down to that of last 
year. BUT NO. They were deter­
mined to carry out their mad riot to 
the end, and they voted at the last 
session of the Legislature a sum TWO 
HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS 
IN EXCESS OF THE ENORMOUS 
EXPENDITURE OF THE PREVI- 
OUS YEAR. That sum does not in­
clude the cost of the General Elec­
tion. Not content with this voted 
sum of THREE MILLION SEVEN 
HUNDRED AND THIRTY-FOUR 
THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED DOL­
LARS, since the House of Assembly

closed they have unlawfully proceed­
ed to increase salaries and to pension! 
off a number of Civil servants in or­
der to make provision for political 
supporters. The Legislature did not 
make provision for these pensions and 
consequently this expenditure was
unauthorized and unlawful. It is only
fair to all concerned for me to say, 
that if my party is returned to power 
I shall not recognize as legal and bind­
ing ANYTHING that the present
Government may have done, or may 
yet do, which has not been sanction­
ed.and provided for by the people’s 
representatives in Parliament; for a 
greater outrage on Constitutional 
Government it would be difficult to 
conceive.

It will be observed then that by in­
competent finance, by reckless expen­
diture, and by entering into enor­
mous obligations to the Messrs Reid, 
the Government has brought the 
Country’s resources into an embar­
rassment that is extreme. My first 
endeavour, if entrusted by you with 
the duty, shall be to restore public 
confidence in the Colony both at home 
and abroad. The land scandals that 
have shaken confidence in the Colony 
abroad and affected its credit shall be 
dealt with, and steps taken to prevent 
a repetition of the same. Every de­
partment of the Government shall be 
thoroughly investigated, and where it 
is found that there are unnecessary 
or untrustworthy officials they shall 
be dismissed. There shall be a watch­
ful supervision over all departments 
to check extravagance, and to bring 
down expenditure to actual require­
ments.
THE INDEPENDENCE OF PAR­

LIAMENT.
Demoralization in the public ser­

vice was not confined to the public 
departments.' Even the high Court of 
Parliament was despoiled of the safe­
guard to its independence in order to 
meet party exigencies. * There was on 
our Statute Book an Act to safeguard 
the purity and independence of the 
House of Assembly. That Act was 
amended by the present Government 
in order that they might pay over 
money from' the public Treasury to 
their supporters in the House of As­
sembly without bringing them under 
the penalty provided by law. As a 
result of this shameless transaction, 
during the past four years districts 
represented on the Government side 
of the House were deprived of that 
free and independent representation 
that they expected from their repre­
sentatives when they returned them 
at the polls.

During the whole period of Parlia­
ment three of the Government mem­
bers have been drawing annual sal­
aries not inferior to authorized 
Ministers of the Crown, while a num­
ber of others have been receiving 
large amounts of money as Railway 
Arbitrators, Solicitors, Commission­
ers and special service men. It is no 
exaggeration, it is simple truth, to 
say that every member on the Gov­
ernment side of the House, during the 
past four years, has, directly or in­
directly, been receiving money from 
the public Treasury. This idea that 
the public Treasury is legitimate 
spoil must be weeded out. It is a rank 
infectious growth that is rapidly 
strangling all that is good in repre­
sentative Government. The safety 
of public interests depend upon the 
independence of the Representatives 
•n Parliament, and if a Government 
nay with impunity purchase party al- 
egiance by payment from the public 
Treasury, the high Court of Parlia­
ment is at once changed into an As­
sembly where an unscrupulous or des­
potic Government may wreck public 
interests, ,and bring irreparable injury 
upon the Country. If my party is re­
turned to power the House of Assem* 
bly shall immediately have its safe­
guard restored, so as to ensure the 
complete independence of the people’s 
Representatives.

THE LAND SCANDALS.
The scandals brought to light in 

connection with the disposition of 
Crown Lands are too fresh in your 
memories k> need recital herein. That 
the matter calls for a rigid inquiry 
is beyond question, and I promise you 
that if you place in my hands the 
power to deal with the matter, it shall 
be dealt with most effectively. There 
must be serious investigation, such as 
will probe right to the bottom of the 
whole affair. The Truth—whatever

I it be—is within the reach of résolut» 
search. ’ 16

At the present moment vou nrû 
conscious of the fact that the inter
ests of the country have been s.url 
ficed and made subordinate to ne," 
sonal interests, and that the (j^L
ment has become a mere machine for
the dispensation of patronage tc 
remedy for this is now in vour hand. To-day the Government is elJS
office long after they had ”11 
n/ht to be there Many thousand 
of Electors by petition to the House 
of Assembly sought for opportunity 
to dismiss them twelve months atro 
Their prayer was treated by the Gov’ 
erament with contempt, the opp(Jr 
tunity those Electors sought to oh 
tain is now yours. Instead of remain 
ing quiescent, and hoping that others 
will do the work which is crying aloud 
to be done, let us all gird our loins, 
shoulder our responsibilities, and 
meet our destiny with such will con­
centration of effort that the results 
of our united actions shall be OMNI 
POTENT.

BROKEN PLEDGES. 
Having reviewed the salient acts 

of the Government during thetr four 
years of office, I will deal with the 
pledges they gave when they appealed 
to you for your votes. Have they 
fulfilled them? Let us see. First, 
let us consider the most important 
one of “Reduction of Taxation." The 
Government declared “that the bur­
den of taxation borne by the fisher­
men and working classes of the Col- 
only is too great, and calls for such 
adjustment as will lean more equit­
ably n those who at present feel most 
seriously the increased cost of living in 
this Colony” ; and Sir Edward Morris 
in his Manifesto to the Electors in 
1908 said “reduction of taxation so 
that it will bear equitably on the 
working classes can be best accom­
plished by placing on the free list 
such items as tea. sugar, pork, and 
other prime necessaries on which 
high taxes are now imposed.” I re­
gret being obliged to observe that 
this promise was a cruel piece of de­
ception, intended only to catch the 
votes of the fishermen and other 
working classes, and this 1 shall pro­
ceed to prove from the Official re­
cords of the House of Assembly. Dur­
ing four sessions of the House of As­
sembly nothing was done. In the last 
session but one, by way of testing the 
honour of the Government in this con. 
nection, I moved the following Reso­
lution :—

“That having regard to the ac- 
“knowledged injury resulting to 
“the fishermen and working dass- 
“es of the Colony by reason of Ihe 
“burden of taxation, and to the 
“fact also that they feel most serf- 
“ously the increased cost of living 
“in this Country, it is the duty of 
“the Government to immediately 
“readjust the tariff, so as to place 
“tea, sugar, pork, and other prime 
“necessaries n which taxes are 
“now imposed on the free list." 
This Resolution was voted dotra 

by Sir Edward Morris and all of his 
supporters. When moving this Re­
solution I pointed out that “this would 
“reduce the revenue by the sum of 
“Three Hundred Thousand Dollars, 
“and that in view of the obligations 
“with which the Colony had been bur­
dened it would puzzle wiser heads 
“than those of the Government to dé­
dise a revision of the tariff under 
“which that large amount of taxation 
“may now be dropped.” My Resolu­
tion was the means of forcing (nom 
the Government an admission of the 
correctness of my statements, as the 
following extract which I quote from 
the Official Report of Debates w“ 
show. Sir Edward Morris said a 
we were to reduce taxation three °r 
four hundred thousand dollars then 
we would have to reduce the Educa­
tion Vote; we could have no Old Age 
Pensions, no extension of telegraphs, 
no extension of the Marconi system, 
no relief of the poor, you could ha'* 
none of the extensions in the pumt 
service for which this money is now 
being spent.” Here was an admis­
sion of the absolute truth of my st:*,e" 
ment that the promise of this reduc­
tion of taxation by Sir Edward Mor­
ris at the last Election was a cru 
piece of deception intended only ' 
catch the popular vote.
NOT THE WORST PHASE OF THb 

MATTER.
But, this is not the worst pns 
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