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THE GRAIN CONFERENCE AND GAR 
SUPPLY

At a conference held at Calgary a few weeks ago. at 
which toe bank», railways, elevator interests and farmers 
were represented, to discuss the possibility of the develop 
meat of the Western outlet for Alberts grain, the fol­
lowing resolution among others was passed :

Resolved, that the Manitoba Grain Act be so emend­
ed in Its application to the Province of Alberta that any 
farmer or number of farmers, wishing to put their grain 
through an elevator, by sale or otherwise, be enabled to 
get cars In the same proportion as though they load 
from the loading platiorma, and that the railway agents 
be obliged to keep a book for the purpose of recording 
their requests for care in accordance therewith, end in 
the event of this amendment being made, that the gov­
ernment prepare a draft agreement to be entered into by 
the parties interested, and that this draft agreement be 
attached to the Act aa Schedule H.

Elsewhere In the Alberta section of The Guide. In a 
general comment on the work of the Conference, mention 
is made of this resolution, the wisdom of which, to say 
the least, appears doubtful to ue. If we understand the 
situation aright, the ostensible object of this resolution 
is to facilitate the movement of grain. It is indirectly 
aimed at the present method of the distribution of cars.

The resolution asks that the farmers be enabled to 
*** cars at the elevators in the same proportion as 
though they loaded from the platlerm. The present Act 
provides for this if they desire to put their grain through 
the elevator. One would gather from the proceedings of 
the conference that the farmers were largely using the 
loading platforms and not using the elevators. If so, the 
question very naturally arises, why is this the case ?

K the elevators have been open to farmers as a means 
°f shipping their grain, why have they not used them T 
Tllere are only two ways that an elevator can handle the 
farmers' grain—either by purchasing It from him out­
right or by giving him storage facilities to get it loaded 
°n track.

Coder the present Grain Act the elevator is compelled
Provide him with the latter. Generally speaking, the 

elevator operators, acting no doubt under instructions 
*0Tn tlletr superiors, do not tumble over themselves to 

it easy for the farmer to ship his grain by offering 
™n 0,6 necessary space for a car lot.

has frequently been found that a little grain fa 
”»trlbuted into every .bin in the elevator, and when the 
■armer comes with a request for a bln to ship his grain

he is told that thereto no room. Then the elevator com­
pany, with considerable show of reason, advance the argu­
ment that their ^>aee to tied up by lack of cars. The 
amendment In question will undoubtedly make It easier 
for the elevator companies to secure control of n much 
larger portion of the wheat, which will have the logical 
result of putting them In a better position to stifle com 
petition.

The average farmer in Manitoba, Saskatchewan or 
Alberta has at least a carload of grain for sale. If he 
lives too far from the shipping point to use the platform.
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