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The Mail Bag
WHY COLLECTIONS ARE SLOW
Editor, Guide : As 1 -a Lieat deal 

about the commission investigating the 
sale of agricultural machinery to farm
ers, I think some improvement van be 
made, l or instance; some >alesmen and 
leal vis take beer and whisky along and 

fill up the farmer i.n order to make a 
sale, or take him into the harrooirwand 
treat him, so that lie dors not know 
what he is doing. Stud- sales should be 
void. As for collections, why, they are 
harder on us farmers now than they 
were ten or fifteen years ago. I do not 
know why. but very little can be done, 
as they must have their money and laws 
that would hamper them in getting it 
would no doubt be to the detriment of 
the i'armer, as companies would be 
hardi r‘to deal with. The real trouble 
is the price, it is too high at least 20 per 
cent, higher than the 1 htkota farmers 
have to pay-—and as we also receive 
about five cents less for wheat and 
twenty cents less for flax per bushel, it 
makes it difficult for many farmers to 
pay promptly, and this can only be 
remedied by free trade, which seems to 
be a long way off. We will have to do 
the best we can until we do get it, and 
as the manufacturers are combined 
against us, they, have themselves to 
blame for a great deal of the slow ml 
lections, and it would be better for us 
all if we had fair play.

GUST." A. JOHNSON.

CO-OPERATION IN LAND SALES
Editor, Guide : In this Manitoba of 

ours, where real estate agents are mj 
numerous, charging such exorbitant com
missions for putting land deals thru, 
they and the local implement agents arc 
about on a par for fleecing their \ id ini", 
charging exorbitant profits on all tln-ir 
deals with farmers'. Real estate agents 
and implement men may be regarded 
as a kind of a necessary nuisance most 
surely, but in regard to real estate men 
it seems to me that some simple and 
sensible plan could be devised by which 
sellers of land and prospective buyers 
might be brought into touch with one 
another without having to pay a com
mission of .7 per cent., as is generally 
done. 1 n cases where an exchange is 
effected the agent usually gels ;i double 
commission, one from the seller and one 
from the buyer. Not many years ;ig<> 
the land agent did his best to get an 
option on the lands listed with him 
for three or six months, as the ease might 
be; and then if the owner of tie- lend 
happened to dispose of it himself private,; 
tin; commission was demanded just the 
same as if the agent had disposed of it..
I have heard of actions entered in law 
courts where t In; agent recovered his 
commission in such eases as these.

Now to obviate some of the diflbullv, 
would it not be possible for tin; Grain 
Growers in each municipality to devise 
some scheme by which the owners of 
lands for sale could list a description 
and the price with tin- clerk of each muni
cipality? Arid then prospective buyers 
might, do the same thing, setting forth 
their wants as to the kind of a farm they 
wan ted as near as practicable. A book 
for the purpose might be kept in the 
clerk’s office that would be open for 
inspection by either sellers or buyers. 
The clerk might be allowed a small fee 
-say 4,7 cents—from either the seller 

or the man who wanted to buy. I H* rr.' 
may reside in the very same municipality 
oftentimes persons1 who could be suit'd 
identically if they only knew one another’s 
wants and intentions.

If the scheme, after testing, was found 
to work satisfactorily, then it might- be 
deemed advisable for each municipality 
to publish quarterly or half-yearly a 
revised lift of sellers and prospective 
buyers in sheet form that, could be mailed 
to any person applying for it. Or m 
connection with our agricultural , .fairs 
might, there not be some plan devised 
whereby sellers and buyer-» might meet 
and try to accommodate one another.
1 o get i|i touch on the matter seems to 
he the one great, difficulty.

I just throw out. these suggestions feeling 
satisfied in my own mind that, a forward 
step would be taken by adopting ♦ hem, 
that buyers arid sellers would be better 
accommodated and abuve all that. ;* great 
saving by way sÂ paying exorbitant, 
commission would be effected. 1 he Grain 
Growers of Manitoba, even in disposing

.and purchasing, shoujd try and work in 
haruioii; so as to prevent every shark 
that (houses to tleeec them fmin getting 
too big a slice. ( 'o-operalion in disposing 
"f farm IandsTis surely a matter that is 
worth being carefully considered.

\ GRAIN (.RUNNER.
Elm ( reek

WAR ERIGES
Editor, Guide: 1 see by 1 he London 

limes that the government has régulât 
ed the price of foods during the war, 
and ('anadian cheese may not be sold 
lor more than 111 cents, and il is sold in 
Eondon at ordinary times fur IS cents. 
This means that I can get i I out bv 
prrrtoT po~tT—4-hc most expensive wav, 
and get it for less than I paid for it in 
Cowley this past summer. In tlie same 
way a neighbor got a special kind 1 of 

Hour from England in a small qua nt i t y 
a nd found that it cost only about the 
same as local prices. There js ‘‘«some
thing rotten in this Dominion of ( a muta.

L W GODSAE
Gowley, Alta.

WAR ERIGES FOR FOOD
Editor, Guide 1 write to you in 

give Voice to my indignation at the 
unwarrantable rise in food >1 tiffs since 
the declaration of war, and I should like 
to know from others of your readers 
whether they, in their district., are being 
“bled” in a. similar way.

Before the déclara t ion of war we wen- 
paying our local miller $8 00 per hundred 
for his flour, and h< said it would remain 
the same for a month anyway. The 
dealers assured us that there was no 
good in laying in a supply for a while yet, 
when, all at. once, without* not ice it was 
put up fort; emits and later to $A GO 
Tie superior makes of flour Lake, of 
t he Woods, etc are being boiled it by 
the government for $4.80 to h nd to 
England. 1 wish they would get if foi
ns that cheap and as good.

Before "the war we were paying $0 00 
a hundred for sugar 'enough, in all
conscience; Market reports show that.
sugar has advanced GO cents a hundred. 
NYc are now paying $7 7f> an advance 
of $1 77. If t his was going to help t In- 
home land or the men at. the front, we 
would not care, but. it is to fatten the 
pockets of ghouls, as bad as those that, 
rifle the bodies of the dead on the battle 
field.

Alberta js sending .000,000 bushels of 
oats as a contribution to the war, and 
I am glad and proud that she is. Rut 
still, unscrupulous characters" are com
pelling us to pay from $10 00 a hundred 
for rolled oats- and oats at 8.7 cents a 
bushel. Such a tin; little sack was 8.7 
cents before the war and it is now .00 cents 
Tea has been raised 14*^ per cent.

Now as leading newspapers point, out 
“At present, the public has it. in its own 
bands to say whether there will be war
prices rig lit away ( art ad a or not.

Any complaints of undue 
prices will be in vest.i gated. * *
It is evident that the ( anadian Govern
ment is prepared to deal with a strong 
hand against, any and every person or 
fin’ll that attempts to put. the necessaries 
of life on a war price standard to the 
benefit of their own pocket-books. The 
element of supply and demand alone 
should govern the fuel and food prices, 
of ( an ad a in t.h'-e da vs and the evidence 
is that tie- Dominion's store of food 
staples, together with what, is being pro
duced, is ample to keep exaggerated 
war prices from adding to the seriousness 
of the situation ’ ' I oronto Saturday
Night.;

J » -1. us remember that, we do not. 
have to be imposed upon in this way 
The food supply in the Dominion is 
practically in the government’s hands 
and they can control it.

J have laid my complaints before Sir 
R. L. Borden and be has, in a very nice 
letter, promised to see that, the proper 
authorities investigate the matter. 1 
advise other-, who are in the same position 
to make similar complaint s.

Any day G an ad a may levy a direct, 
war tax on all her citizens ff>r He reason 
that the customs and other dues accruing 
usually have been cut to next to nothing 
\\e know that, this tax will go for the bene
fit of the Empire, but let us not in the 
meantime, pay enormous taxe -, un 
necessarily to a lot of pillager-. 1 do 
not say that the local dealers are to blame; 
it is most probably their wholesalers.

But whoever it is, let us Tom plain and 
v have thrtcr-r__ y-Tj-uMcd.

" MRS J J ARMSTRONG.
NN ainwright, Alta.

FOR GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP
Editor, Guide. Every week when I 

■am reading I he Guide 1 find page after 
page of discussion on high tariffs, pro
tection and free trade. It seems to me 
we are wasting too much valuable time 
and effort on these questions and forget 
ttf get to the very root of the evil of 
which the farmer and every other pro
ducer is ^suffering. Tariffs are not o.ur 
drawback; in England, with its partly 
free trade policy, the farmer and other 
producers are just as bad off as in any 
other countrx.

If the harvester trust and all other 
trusts and banking institutions are 
producing millionaires at the expense of 
the producers, vvlix not advocate l he 
manufacture of farming machinery and 
other necessities b; the people themselves, 
by responsible governments if you please, 
and sell these necessities at. cost.

NN e would not let some private in 
dividual run our post, office, would we? 
neither I lie public school or the lire de
partments. NN if h the millions of money 
left we could have our country doctors 
lor human beings, as we now have them 
for pigs and cattle. NYe could have many 
good tilings like hail insurance and fishing 
trips, I lie latter now being only enjoyed 
by politicians, with free railway passes, 
no doubt. A

If the governments can run navy 
yards, why not stockyards? If post 

.office and savings banks, why not general 
banks? II they can make and run war 
ships, why not railroads, coal mines and 
oil wells.'' 11 t hey can dig Bahama canals 
without strikes and lockouts, why not 
able to run the boats and vessels thru

Governments are making clothes for 
the soldiers, why not for the citizens?

1 lu; pay pensions to people who are 
willing to die for their country, why not 
to those who are willing fo live for their 
country, which is often much harder?

NN e Will have to face these questions 
sooner or later, let us gel dfiwu to rock 
bottom now and ill vile discussions on 
these problems. As conditions are, it 
won I be long before all I he property and 
money will be in t he bands of a few people 
who will be able to delate t.o the pro 
diners the terms under which tln-y may 
li ve or get oil t he earth.

Ol course all t his seems Radical, ” 
but we must. not. forget, that many things 
are today conservative to us which once 
seemed very “Radical.”

A NAN IUIYYEN
( been ( burl, Alta.

BOYS’ STOCK FEEDING 
COMBE UTION

I In- management of the Brandon NN inter 
I air, which will be held during the second 
oi third week in Man h, with its custom 
ary initiative is this year offering a steer 
feeding contest, tin- prize money to be 
competed for by farm boys. The ( an 
adian Bankers’ Association has eon 
tribut ecf one thousand dollars to tin 
Manitoba Winter Fair and fat stock sjjow 
for the sob- purpose of encouraging the 
boys of the farm and stimulating a greater 
interest among them in the breeding arid 
earing for livestock and fe<-dmg cattle 
for market The compel il.ion is open t o 
boys, resident s of ( anada, under seven 
t.eeri years of age and to grade steers or 
heifer -, calved m IG J \ The competitor 
must have fed, eared for and fitted his 
anima! for at least, six months irumediately 
previous to the date of the exhibition, 
and must himself exhibit the animal in 
the show ring when judged or paraded. 
'One or more entries may be made from 
one family or farm by different boys 
eligible, but. only one entry may be made 
by any one boy 1 he prize money has 
been divided into twenty amount - , the 
first prize being one hundred dollars and 
the remainder ranging down to four 
prizes of twenty-five- dollars each. In 
addition to these, several special prizes 
have; been provided for, and altogether
♦ lie competition j-, one which should be 
v- < 1 ! patronized. Doubt!-- -. -, contest . of
♦ h's nature w j ! ! do much to improve t he 
!i v'-stoc k mdustry, and rn ore important 
-.♦ i1 !, generate a gre ater int»-f» st in t he- 
hoys e>n the farm and in this manm-r 
te-nel to keep t h#* boy on the farm. The 
Brandon Winte r l air Board eles'-rve s 
great er<-<iit for its actum in this matter 
and it js to be hoped that its efforts may 
In- we,- ! | r‘jn' t i cl by a large number of 
entrants for this e ompM.it,jon.

$500.00
GIVEN AWAY
To Alberta Farmers

A WEALTHY FRIEND
of I he (mi/lr in Alberta 
is anxious to have The 

Guide read hy every farmer in 
his own province. To. help 
towards this end he has don
ated $500.00 to he given in 
( ash Prizes to the agents who 
secure the largest number of 
subscriptions to The Guide 
before December list, 1914.

The Prize List
This $500.00 has b
into twelve prizes

eeri divided 
as follows :

First Prize $100.00
Second Prize 90.00
Third Prize 75.00
Fourth Prize 60.00
Fifth Prize 50.00
Sixth Prize 40.00
Seventh Prize 30.00
Eighth Prize 20.00
Ninth Prize 15.00
Tenth Prize 10.00
Eleventh Prize 7.00
Twelfth Prize 3.00

NVorth NVorking For
I hew; Brizes are worth earning. 
We pay every agent a libera! corn- 
mission for collecting subscriptions, 
but these cash prizes are in addition 
to the commission There are no 
strings on the $500.00. ft will Ire 
paid out to the twelve agents who 
send us the largest number of sub
scriptions Ixdore the end outlie year.

More Agents Wanted
We a I reacf y have a numlrer of 
agents in Alberta, but we need 
more Many districts are not fully 
represent ecf. Any jxrrson, man or 
woman, boy or girl, who would 
like to earn one of these prizes, has 
a gcxxf chance. We shall Ire glad 
to appoint new agents wherever we 
have no agents now covering the 
district. Any jrerson who would 
like to enter the contest for these 
cash jrrizes should ajrply at once. 
I -ct us know if you are jrrepared 
to devote a f<iw hours a week ter 
the work, and if we have a vacancy 
m your district we shall appoint 
you our agent at once, and forward 
sujrjrbes necessary to carry on the 
work. Address cn<iutrien to:

Circulation Manager

The Grain Growers’ Guide
WINNIPEG, MAN.

N.B. We want «genie also in Saskat- 
chewan and Manitoba, and pay the 
earn*- liberal commission In each pro
vince. But the $500.00 in prizes is 
donated by our frimnti for ALBERTA 
Af,ENTS ONLY.


