THE PREMIUM NUISANCE

In the United States an effort s ug
made 10 discourage the practice ol rFIOus
Journals In giving premiyms 1o ther sal
seribers 1o induce them to read th j prer
It had come to such a pass that visitors
state fairs were obliged to foree their wa)y
through a horde of subseription agenis arn

ed with fountain pens, cheap jJeweliry, soap
["'r.'l'h- spectacien toba ), Mpes and Ar
ous farm tools, and wagon loads t
srticles It would be beneficial if son i

& movement as this were inaugurated n {
:hlll where many [-w"nn‘r'- induce fTam A
to subseribe to their Journals by handing
them a fountain pen or some other art
supposedly of greater value than U sl
seription price of the paper. The use of sucl
a premium to induece the farmer to read the
paper is an admission by the p ithlishers that
the journal is not worth the pri ynked for
it. or else it is & reflection on Lhe intelliger

p 2
of the farmer. Farm journals are Like mos
T > B
other people, they do not generally give s
'

thing for nothing Their mim s to s Ire a8
large a circulation as possible so

may secure a large price for their advertis
llll(., and thus prosper. When a subseription
agent comes round loaded down with all
sorts of merchandise to extract a dollar or
two from the farmer’s pocket the farmer
akould be on his guard. The paper that s
not worth its subseription priee s not worth
the farmer's while reading it, and when the
farmer has been induced by these premiums
to subseribe to a paper he will not generally
renew his subseription without another in
""A"‘x- r
than this. it will be better for the farmer if

ducement, which is quite natural

he subscrihes to every paper on its merits
alone Every farmer should read the best
journals in his line and not be influenced by
the value of the premium

A RECORD TO BE PROUD OF

The ranks of the organized farmers in the
Prairie Provinces are steadily becoming
strengthened by the enlistment of those who
have for some time held aloof. There are
still tens of thousands of intelligent farmers
in the West who are not identified with the
Grain Growers or United Farmers, This hard
Iy can be due to the fact that these farmers
are satisfied with their lot. If this be not the
case. then either the organization has not
been properly presented to them or they are
influenced by other reasons. How else than
through their own organization do the farm
ers expect to secure justice ! Noone in these
days, not even the wildest politician, will
elaim that any political party will protect
the interests of the producers unless they
themselves are organized and able to present
their claims foreibly to the government. af
these same farmers will not join the organiza-
tion how ecsn they expeet to secure a square
deal? We have no doubt that many a farmer
avoids the association because some politician
of his own party says ‘‘Beware! Tory !’ or
“Beware! Grit!” The farmer should ses
that the politician is only working to keep
him out of the organization and keep the
farmers divided among themselves. Surely
the time has come when the farmer 18 intelh
gent enough to know that he has been the
loser by being either a loyal “*Grit’” or a
loyal ““Tory.”” Surely the farmers ean get
together and work for their common interests
without suspecting each other of political
designs. If not, then where and how is the
farmer to be protected? The Manufacturers’
association have no politics when they get
together to keep up the tariff ; the Bankers’
association know nothing but banking and
study how to make more money by special
legislation; the railway magnates never
allow any feeling of rivalry or suspicion to
turn one against the other, but all stand
shoulder to shoulder to compel the govern-
ment to give them special privileges; the in-
surance companies have their organization
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it of the grain trade and t) farmer
t fu \ ) of hs - But s 1) Or
ganized farmers thers | be no govern
ment terminal eley now b ling at Fort
William The [} ! vay would
not be actually under construction if the or
ganized farmers had not unanimously d«
manded it The fact that t} Railway Com
mission 8 investigating Western freight
rates is due to the demand of t) orgamzed
farmers. Entirely on acount of the demands

of the farmers the government has announced
b

that the bank aet

»

hanks may loan to farmers on the s urity
Nothing
but the organz 'I farmers’ demands has

of the grain on their own farms

hrought about the X‘I"lL'" of the Saskatehs
wan and Alberta governments to plaes
Direet Legislation on the Statute Books of
those provinces It was the farmers' de
mands that caused the Saskatchewan govern
ment to promise to provide a system of sup
plying ““eheap money to farmers.”” It has
been the presence and activity of the organ
1zed (.rl‘!l.'?- that has L'('? the taniff from
bheing greatly inereased and has even
Nothing

but the demands of the farmers’ organization

’.runght ,'|‘u.x|t some reductions

brought forth the reciproecity agreement
This is a partial eatalogue of the acecomplish
ments of the farmers’ organization Thes«
have been secured partially through each
of the political parties. Every single farmer
gets the benefit of these reforms. yet many
of them will not raise a hand to assist in the
work of the organization. The only thing
needed today to give the farmers equal
rights with all other classes is to have a
strong and energetic organization. Every
farmer that believes in a square deal must
know that the only way to get it is for all the
farmers to stand together. With such a ree
ord to their eredit the farmers have every
reason to be proud of their organization
By keeping thert politreal feelings in control
and standing shoulder to shoulder the farm
ors must win

The loyalty of manufacturers is becoming
1 }v‘\ word in other countries b sides ("'anada
A few davs ago the United States Govern
ment opened the tenders for ahout £2,000,000
worth of shells and other ammunition for the
navy. It was found that English manufae
turers had underbid their nearest American
competitor by hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars But the half dozen ’rii_"ll}' [lrlih'v'f"'l
United States manufacturers, in order to
prevent the contract getting aw ay from them-
selves, practically told the Government that
if this order went to England thev would
abandon shell making and let Unele Sam get
his war supplies from wherever he could
This ultimatum meant that in time of war
the United States would be helpless, alto

e tobe 4 ’
gether at the merey of the enemy There's
yalt vorthy ! r own manufacturers
g y dersion at tl len of In
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An | dmpnton bank clerk has been arrested
at Vancouver and "u* H'nfl’\wd o furgw‘g
checks 1o the extent of 860 A case of gay
living, of card playing, threaltre going ny;l
drnk wOITIE SUEBE “‘,! that s not so
This young man, who s 20 )'.H---{ ART, WaAs

he miserable salary of £50 a month.
and on that he was supposed to pay all his

recewmiving U

living expenses and kecp up appearances in
the oty of Edmonton He could not live
decently on that salary, and instead of ROINK
into debt robbed the hank When arrested
he had not eaten for three ll,u_\ . but had secured
a posthion in a store al o foarr «.~l.|r_'._ and even
the police vho are proverlaally hard hearted
behieved him when he said he intended to lve
an honest hfe, and pay back what he had stolen
I lis young man no doubt did wror g 'n taking
what did not bek ng to lulh_ but what about
the people who put him in a position of such
temptation? The bank he was working for
is paying a dividend of 12 per cent. It made
a prohit last year of $TOHLOM5.M and has
accumulated a reserve fund of $5.702.790.00
Its board of directors includes a knight who
is also’ a member of Parliament, and several
other millionaires. And they expect a bank
clerk to be honest and live in Edmonton on
$50 a month

Even the protectionists admit that Can
ada might lower her tariff without fear of
annexation. They admit that if the Ameri

in tariff against Canadian goods were
tholished it would not cause annexation
But if both ecountries should lower their
tariffs at the same time the protectionists
say Canada would be annexed And the
vorst of it s that many otherwise sensible
Canadians allow this argument to influenes
them

When some prominent citizen with in
luential friends commits an offence against
the laws of the land he ?‘r‘":‘uwn?].\' gets off
vith a small fine« ut when the offender is
ohscurs individual with no friends |

oes to penitentiary ‘‘as a warning to evil
doers.”” If **justice is blind’’ then its hear
ing must be exeeptionally acute

The farmer who stands by his ‘““grand
old party’’ through thick and thin is doing
just what Special Privilege wants him to
do, and is pleased Jut when the farmers
get together in their own organization and
demand a square deal Special Privilege gets
nervous

JHH'_'WF "'HIHHL'”, it 18 ':'-rl' \\'r‘ ||u[n- Sir
Thomas Shaughnessy will have the good
grace to apologize for his reference to The
Giuide’s statement on this suhject. Perhaps
he will now be ready to open the southern
route

When two farmers living on adjoining
farms go to the polls and vote for opposing
candidates, neither of whom will protect the
farmers’ interests, how on earth do they ex

peet to get a square deal?

American imports to Canada average
¥1,000,000 a day, vet we are not annexed
We punish British imports with a high tariff
vet we are still a part of the Empire

If some newspapers and politicians would
devote less time to ‘‘saving the Empire’
and more to common sense statements the
country would be better off.

The ordinary politician loves the’ farmer
only when he wants his vote: the rest of
the time he laughs at him
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