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THE PREMIUM NUISANCE
In Ibe United Htatea en effort is being 

made to dwcoursge the practice of v ■ noua 
journal» in giving premiuma to their sub­
scriber* to imlun them to read the |e|»r 
It bad eoroe to aueh a paw that visitor* to 
etate faim were obliged to force their way 
through a horde of auherription agente arm­
ed with fountain pene. cheap jewellry. e«p 
perfume. spectacle*. tobneeo. pipe» and vari- 
ou» farm tool», and wagon load» of other 
article». It would he beoefirial if aom*> aueh 
a movement ae thia were inaugurate!! in fan 
ada where many publishers indure fermer» 
to eu bar ri be to their journal» by handing 
them e fountain pen or eome other article 
euppoeedly of greater valu.- than the aub 
acriptiob price of the paper The u»*1 of aurh 
a premium to induce the farmer to read the 
paper ia an admiamon hy the publisher» that 
the journal ia not worth the price eeked for 
it, or elee it ia a reflection on the intelligence 
of the farmer Farm journal» are like moat 
Other people, they do not generally give eome 
thing for nothing Their aim ia to »eeur.- »» 
large a circulation aa |.oe»ih|e an that they 
may areure a large price for their advcrtie- 
ing. and thue pro*|»er When a auherription 
agent come» round loaded down with all 
aorta of merchandiee to extract a dollar or 
two from the farmer'» pocket the farm-r 
afcould be on hi* guard The paper that ia 
not worth ita aubacription price ia not worth 
the farmer'» while reading it. and when the 
farmer haa been induced by these premiuma 
to eubarrihe to a |«i|ier he will not generally 
renew hi» auberriptinn without another in­
ducement. which ia «|uite natural. Further 
than thia. it will be better for the farmer if 
he aulwriSea to every |wper on it* mérita 
alone. Every farmer ehould read the beat 
journal» in hie line and not he influenced by 
the value of the premium.

A RECORD TO BE PROUD OF
The ranka of the organixed farmer* in the 

Prairie Province* are atcadily becoming 
strengthened by the enlistment of those who 
have for some time held aloof. There are 
etill ten» 6f thousand* of intelligent fanner* 
in the Weal who are not identified with the 
Grain Grower* or United Farmer-». Thi* hard­
ly can be due to the fact that these farmers 
are eatiafied with their lot. If thi* be not the 
ease, then either the organization has not 
been properly presented to them or they are 
influenced by other reason*. How elae than 
through their own organization do the farm­
ers expect to secure justice? No one in these 
day», not even the wildest politician, will 
claim that any political party will protect 
the interests of the producer* unless they 
themselves are organized and able to present 
their claims forcibly to the government. If 
these same farmers will not join the organiza­
tion how e»n they expect to secure a s.piare 
deal t We have no doubt that many a farmer 
avoids the association because some politician 
of his own party say* "Beware! Tory!" or 
"Beware! Grit!'* The farmer should ace 
that the politician is only working to keep 
him out of the organization anil keep the 
farmer* divided among themselve*. Surely 
the time has come when the farmer ia intelli­
gent enough to know that he ha* been the 
lower hy being either a loyal "Grit" or a 
loyal "Tory." Surely the farmer* can get 
together and work for their common interest* 
without suspecting each other of political 
design*. If not, then where anil how ia the 
farmer to be protected t The Manufacturers’ 
association have no politics when they get 
together to keep up the tariff ; the Bankers' 
association know nothing hut hanking and 
study how to make more money hy special 
legislation: the railway magnates never 
allow any feeling of rivalry or suspicion to 
turn one against the other, hut all stand 
shoulder to shoulder to compel the govern­
ment to give thclb special privileges; the in­
surance companies have their organization

lor mutual bem-ht, the big flour miller* never 
allow any fooliah whim» to Iwwn their pro­
fit» by fighting each other, ami all of them 
are w.hd on the tariff. the lurole-rmen hare 
their combine to keep up prier»; the eleva­
tor* have their organization to profit from 
the farmer, and thus it gw* through every 
calling in the land None of lhe*c organize 
lion* ever allow the "Grit" and "Tory" ap- 
peal to ‘wither them in the least. Hut the 
farmer hae always I wen the victim of the 
(«•litirai (Nirtiea Surely by thia time the 
farmer ought to know that these two partie* 
are too much under the influence of these 
big financial organization* we have ahown 
above. What hate the organized farmer* ae- 
eomplishedf Some disgruntled farmer* nay 
"Nothing." But let u* see. But for the 
farmer*' organization the Grain Act would 
etill allow the elevator* all the privilege* of 
old The Grain Art today mean* at h-ast 
ten cent» a bushel more to every farmer on 
hi» wheat. But for the farmer*’ organiza­
tion there would be no Grain Grower*’ 
Grain company and no Saskatchewan <"o 
o|»erative Elevator company. These two com- 
|Ninie* are helping to drive the speculator 
out of the grain trade and give the farmer 
the full value of Ida crop But for the or­
ganized farmer* there would he no govern­
ment terminal elevator now building at Fort 
William. The llndaon Bay railway would 
not be actually under construction if the or­
ganized fermera hail not unanimously de­
manded it. The fact that the Itailway t'om- 
miaaion ia investigating Western freight 
rate* ia due to the demand of the organized 
farmer*. Entirely on arount of the demands 
of the farmer* the government haa announced 
that the bank act will lie amended so that the 
l.anka may loan to farmer* on the aecurity 
of the grain on their own fanns. Nothing 
but the organized farmers’ demands ha* 
brought aliout the pledge of the Saskatche­
wan and Allierta government* to place 
Direct legislation on the Statute Book» of 
those province*. It was the farmer*’ de­
manda that caused the Saskatchewan govern 
ment to promise to provide a system of sup­
plying "cheap money to farmer*." It has 
iieen the presence and activity of the organ­
ized farmers that has kept the tariff from 
being greatly increased and haa even 
brought a'miit some reduction*. Nothing 
but the demanda of the farmer*' organization 
brought forth the reciprocity agreement. 
Thia i* a partial catalogue of the accomplish­
ment* of the fanner*’ organization. These 
have been secured partially through each 
of the political parties. Every single farmer 
gets the benefit of these reforms, yet many 
of them will not raise a hand to assist in the 
work of the organization. The only thing 
needed today to give the farmers eipial 
rights with all other clauses i* to have a 
strong and energetic organization. Every 
farmer that believe* in a aipiare deal must 
know that the only way to get it ia for all the 
farmer* to aland together. With such a rec­
ord to their credit the farmer* have every 
reason to be proud of their organization. 
By keeping tlïeïV political feelings in control 
and standing ahoulder to shoulder the farm- 
era muat win.

The loyalty of manufacturers is becoming 
a by-word in other countries besides Canada. 
A few days ago the United States Govern­
ment opened the tender* for about #2,000,000 
worth of shells and other ammunition for the 
navy. It was found that English manufac­
turers had underbid their nearest American 
competitor by hundred* of fhousands of dol­
lar*. But the half dozen highly protected 
United States manufacturers, in order to 
prevent the contract getting away from them­
selves. practically told the Government that 
if this order went to England they would 
abandon shell making anil let Uncle Sam get 
hi* war supplies from wherever he could. 
Thia ultimatum meant that in time of war 
the United States would he helpless, alto-

r at the merry of Ibe enemy THRE 
loyally worthy of our own manufacturera 
who laughed in derision at the idea of in­
creasing the preference with the Mother­
land.

An Fdmpnton I tank clerk has been arrested 
at ViiHurnff and ha» oinfmnl to forging 
checks to the extent of $fiO A raw of gay 
living, of card playing. tbmtrr poing and 
drink, wime will say. Ilul that i« not so. 
This young man. aim i« 2U years of age. was 
receiving llie miarralde «alary of 180 a month, 
ami on that he was «uppnwd to pay all his 
living expeneri ami keep up appearance* in 
the city of Edmonton. Hr could not live 
ilecently on that «alary, and instead of going 
into debt rnlihrd the lienk. When arrested 
he had not eaten for three day», liul had secured 
a position in a «tore at a fair «alary, and even 
the police, who are proverbially hard hearted, 
believed him when lie «aid be intended to live 
an honest life, end pay Iwck what he had stolen 
T his young man mi doubt did w rung in taking 
what did md liekmg to him. but what about 
the people who put him in a position of *uch 
temptation? The hank lie was working for 
i* paying a dividend of 12 per rent. It made 
a profit la«l year of S7Vt.IM5.94 and ha« 
accumulated a reserve fund of $5,702.799.00. 
Its Imard of director* include* a knight who 
is also a member of Parliament, and several 
other millionaire*. And they expect a hank 
clerk to be honest and live in Edmonton on 
$50 a month.

Even the protectionist» admit that Can­
ada might lower her tariff without fear of 
annexation. They admit that if the Ameri­
can tariff against Canadian good* were 
abolished it would not cause annexation. 
But if both countries should lower their 
tariffs at the same time the protectionist» 
say Canada would be annexed. And the 
worst of it i* that many otherwise sensible 
Canadians allow thia argument to influence 
them.

When some prominent citizen with in­
fluential friends commit» an offence against 
the laws of the land he frequently get» off 
with a small fine. But when the offender ia 
an obscure individual with no friends he 
goes to penitentiary "aa a warning to evil­
doers." If "justice ia blind" then ita hear­
ing must lie exceptionally acute.

The fanner who stand» hy hia "grand 
old party" through thick and thin ia doing 
lust what Special Privilege wants him to 
do. and ia pleaaed. But when the farmers 
get together in their own organization and 
demand a aijuare deal Special Privilege gets 
nervous.

The railway blockade in the West ia no 
longer "coming"; it ia here. We hope Sir 
Thomas Shaughncsny will have the good 
grace to apologize for hia reference to The 
Guide’* statement on this subject. Perhaps 
he will now he ready to open the southern 
route.

When two farmers living on adjoining 
farms go to the polls and vote for opposing 
candidates, neither of whom will protect the 
farmers’ interests, how on earth do they ex­
pect to get a square dealt

American imports to Canada average 
+ 1.000,000 a day, yet we are not annexed. 
We punish British imports with a high tariff 
vet we are still a part of the Empire.

If some newspapers and politicians would 
devote less time to "saving the Empire" 
and more to common sense statements the 
country would be better off.

The ordinary politician loves thjr farmer 
only when he wants his vote; the rest of 
the time he laughs at him.


