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COUNTRY COMMISSIONS AND COUNTRY COUSINS

Karalattee diamonds, and it will be only

taking a walk that way instead of going |

into the Park.””  You proceed accordingly
next day to the eastern part of the city,
and spend a whole forenoon in an e mlc -

vour to discoger the., place which 1 Inele !

JOliver so nlncurvl\ remembered, but all

i vaing for ||mus_h there were abundance

of wl)uu onists and green-grocers in the

situations described, there was no corres- |

pomling jeweller’s, and no- bill in any

window announcing five-pound suites of |

ornaments.
You are that evening in the act of

writing ‘an account of your unsuccesstul |
mission, when you receive another letter!
from your rural friend, cagerly counter-|

manding the imitation gold and Karalattee
diamonds, as a sudden necessity  has

arisen for her going nto mourning.  An|

aunt has died, and your friend announces
hersell as residuary legatee.  Regrets and
lamentations for the loss of this beloved

relative are mingled with some pleasing |

anticipations  concerning -the probable
amount of the bequest, A small lock of
hair is enclosed, with a request that a|
handsome mourning-ring may be ordere d!
without del ay-—not any common numpu)
sort of thing, but one that will evince the |
respect paid to the memory of the de-

ceused. A jeweller is found, who, afier
showing all his collection, none ot which
appear toanswer the d(w('ripliun given in
lh(‘ letter, suggests that it will be .ulvH.ll)lv

y have one made with a diamond, all|

han(lsomu mourning-rings  having dia-
et ? : :
monds. The epistle is referred to, and
commonplace trash being strictly pro-
hibited, the ring with the diamond is
ordered. It is large, of fine water, and
the whole will cost twelve guineas.  The
ring and the bill are sent—and returned.

Doubts by this time have been entertained |
respecting the sum that will remain to the

residuary legatee, after all the demands

upon the estate have been paid. The

ring is- therefore a great deal too expen.
sive, and quite a «thclun sort of thing
from that which the mourner had any
intention  of puu,hdmng The ring s
taken back to the shop, and the J('\vdlvr
says that he will be very happy to-put it|
into his glass-case, and give it every

and was struck w:th lhv ornaments in
the shop.window ; but pray find out, for
[ shall not rest until [ have a set of
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chance of .\:l!v: hu( such things beimng

mere matters of taste, it is not very pro-’

bable that he will meet with a purchaser,
and that no one will give the orginal
cost; he might possibly get eight or ten
guineas for it, but nothing more. The
value of the diamond is ureed and adinit-
ted ; the diamond is n'uH;\' vafuable, but
sgemuich depends upon faney in the way
in which it is set, that there is no saying
what its value may be now. Three
months atterwards, the ring is sent to the
party who ordered it, as perfeetly unsale-
able. A new arrangement is to be made.
A mourning-ring not being wanted, the
[eweller is asked to take it in exchange

for something else.  He does not object,
but, after matare consideration, can (Ill]}'
allow three guineas. 1t is amusing now
to hear the article disparaged by the same
lips which had so v winted it before. It
wits necessary to put so much alloy in the
gold, in order to work it up into that par-
ticular fashion, that the gold really is
scarcely worth anything ; and as for the
[ diamond, the market is oversiocked with
dinmonds—a diamond necklace may now
be had for a mere song.  None but the
maker would allow so much as three
{guineas; for the materials were the
smallest part of the aflair, it was the
workmanship and the fashion which
formed the expensive portion, and the
\ tashion had attered—{ashions were always
Lalte aring: a thing might be worth, say fifty
pounds to day, and not five to-morrow.
The twelve guineas are paid, and some-
thing in addition for taking out the black
enamel, and making the ring wearable by
person not in mourning for a beloved
aunt; the only advantage arising out of
the whole transaction lnuw the expe-
rience gained in the intrinsic value ol
trinkets.

As an illustration of thé inconveniences
sometimes produced in London. by irrup-
tions of country cousins, we must intro-
duce our readers to a host and hostess
{who live in a quiet, retired, genteel strect,
at the west end of the town ; their estab.
[ lishment consists of a footman and three

female servants, and they have a carriage
‘\wlh job-horses. Their habits are regu.
[lar ; they enjoy the gaieties of Lumlun
soberly and with diseretion, seldom being
| from home long after midnight, and not
liking to go out more than one or two
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