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[I] INneLE Noox CHATS

HOUSEKEEPING FOR BOYS.

A recent visit to a farm home has
deepened the impression I always have
had that genuine family life is to be
found to a greater extent in the country
than in the town. In both places the
members of the home are separated
during the day, father at work, children
at school, and mother keepitig ‘the nest
cosy. But with the setting sun the
resemblance between the urban ::and
the rural home vanishes. In: town
Johnny skims over his books and races
away to the rink, Mary goes to do her
lessons with a schoolmate, father and
mother go their various ways to club
or concert, or if the latter is a stay-at-
home, she spends a long evening by
herself. In the country, except on rare
occasions when the evening chores are
done within and without the house, the
family, an unbroken group, gathers
round the evening lamp; and there is
time for sewing and singing, reading and
games, and interchange of the day’s
experiences.

Y ou will be wondering what that par-
agraph has to do with the text. Not

very much I confess, and apologize, but

the two were impressions made on my
mind during the visit referred to. That
family to whom I intended to introduce
you so many sentences ago, consisted of
tather, mother, five boys and one tiny
girl. The mother is a delicate little
woman physically but with the spirit
and heart of a female Goliath. Her
desire has always been to make the
house a real home, to be interested in
what interests her boys from the violin
and hockey of the heir to the marbles of
of the small chap.

But as many a homemaker can testify,
to so freely give herself and also to neg-
lect none of the household duties proved
too much for her slender strength and
an attack of nervous prostration was the
revenge her body took upon her spirit.
The enforced rest developed a germ of
inspired common sense. She was not
willing to give up her share in the boys’
lives—it was her lile as much as theirs—
but why not ask them to share hers, to
help in the house with those tasks which
when done ministered to their own
comfort?

The boys had missed ‘‘Little Mum”
dreadfully during her illness, and in the
joy of getting her back received the
details of her plan with acclamation
and to their credit be it said, did not do
any complaining after the glamor had
worn off.” The two older boys helped
considerably with the farm work and so
were excused from regular domestic
service; ‘‘a little too old to be taught
new tricks’’ their mother said laughing-
ly. But the two school boys and the
chore boy were pressed into service and
did nobly, as my own eyes witnessed.
We two women could go to town on
Saturday morning because Jim would
scrub the floor and polish the kitchen
stove, and l'rank had the table set for
tea when we returned hungry and tired.
Ross felt no shame when he went late
to school on Monday n:ornings, carrying
a note explaining that he stayed to run
the washing machine.

Girl-boys! Tied to mother’s apron
strings' Not they, you couldn’t find a
quartette of boys anywhere more inter-
ested in the things that attract boys, or
more capable of holding’ their own in
boys work or sport. Do you suppose
the one who plans to take a medical
course is going to find his career as a
doctor hampered because he will know
a great deal about the strain and diffi-
culty of the life led by the majority of
his patients? And the boy who is to be
a carpenter—well every woman holds

the belief that no man should be allowed
to build a house in which a woman must
live and move and have her being, who
has not taken a course in housekeeping
broad enough to enable him to put
hioks and shelves and cupboards and
closets in their proper placed. And

surely the rudiments of cooking, house-
keeping and sewing will never come
i1ss to the host of our western lads

) leave home to take up a quarter-

ion and who are forced to ‘“bach.” |
realize what comfort a little

knowledge along the line of Home Econ-
omics brings under those circumstances.
DaME DURDEN.

COOKIES.

One cup of sugar; one half cup of
butter; one-half cup of sour milk; two
tablespoonfuls of clear, strong coffee;
one tablespoonful of soda; one-half tea-
spoonful each, of cloves, ginger and
nutmeg. Mix with as little flour as
possible and roll rather thin. Lay each
one top side down on a plate of granu-
lated sugar before putting in pan.
Bake in a quick oven.

Price $2. 7 5

All:Amherst{Shoes[guaranteed:solid leather
T
§i

SPIDER CAKE.

One pint of sour cream; one half cup
of butter; one-half teaspoonful of soda
and as much salt; one tablespoonful of
sugar and flour to make a soft dough.
Mix lightly, roll very thin, cut into
rounds, place them on a hot spider,
brown on one side, turn and brown on
the other. Serve hot, with butter and

syrup.

Ambherstimake, write

Box 683, Brandon, Man.

If your merchant does]not handle =&

E.-J. Blaquier

FOR SALE

In size to suit purchasers, from 160 acres upwards, situated
on or near railways in the famous wheat growing districts of

Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta

Terms so GENEROUS and HELPFUL that every industrious man may own a PROFITABLE
and COMFORTABLE Farm Home.

The Character and Purpose of our Company, which is organized UNDER THE AUSPICES
OF THE INDEPENDENT ORDER OF FORESTERS, may be described as STRONG,
RELIABLE, HELPFUL, PATRIOTIC.

For Information and Prices, apply to F. W. Hodson,
Manager Land Department,

The Union Trust Company, Ltd.

Temple Building, Toronto

Agents Wanted Everywhere

When writing, mention this paper.

Sylvester Drills

Hoe, Shoe, Single

8.22 SYLVESTER DOUBLE DISC DRILLS seeded the A Fe8: Hos %
Detchon Farm, Davidson, Sask., last spring. ) Scotch
Crop: 96,000 bushels wheat, 25,000 bushels oats Clip Harrows

Cultivators |-

'Lahd Rollers
CUT 7 AND ¢ FEET

Disc, and Stephen-
son’s Patent Double

Discs are
Unchallenged Gasoline Engines

Unqualified Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Leaders

POSITIVELY GUARANTEED NOT TO CLOG

Winnipeg Transfer Agents, H. F. Anderson & Co.

Sylvester Mfg. Co., Brandon, Man.

Factory at Lindsay, Ontario




