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"~ Beligins Wisclam,

The Bubbify
Little Jack est astride on the wall full of plea-
sure,
As grest in Ais eyes as a king on his throne ;
His little heart beat with delight above measure,
As though the wide world hed indeed been
his own.
He thought not of danger, he dreamed not of
troubles,
But beld his tobacco-pipe tightly with care ;
With water and soap he was blowing his bub-
bles,
Aul O, how deligtful they looked in the air!

hey fi .ated along, by the wind set in motion,
And then rose another and followed the rest;
bey sailed along, like the ships on the ocean:
At last came tne biggest, the brightest and
best, i
It rapidly rose, 2s though proud of its lightness,
And high as the top of the chimney was seen ;
threw back the beams of the sun with its
brightness,
And glittered with crimson and purple and
green.
floated along with a beauty surprising,
And Jack, as he gazed, was half wild with
delight ;
watched it with rapture now falling, now

rising—

Aud loudly be lsughed at the wonderful sight.

presently Jack felt a feeling of trouble,

His face and his heart were o'ershadowed
with gloom ;

or, while his stretched eye-balls were bent on
the bubble,

It entered the church-yard and burst o'er a

tomb !

0, Jack!” cried his father, who near had been
musing,
While lightly the bubbles were sailing around,
This world is a place of much picking and
choosing,
Where pleasure, and trifles, and bubbles
abound.
’er be the tale that temptation may tell
thee,
Whate'er the desires that thy heart may en-
gage,
the little event that just now befell thee
Be fixed on thy mind, in thy youth and thy
age.

are so many different cells in the same vast clois- r hours like the Eastern fig tree, bearing in its ' discouraged. Let ber open ber Bible, and putt- 'was found to be the case.” What particularly follows : —Sulpbate of iror,
ter. There all good souls go ; and there give bosom at once the beauty of the tender blossom | ing her finger 1o the precious declaration of the encourages us in these instances
We want a | Almighty,  Where sin abounded,grace did much | they afford that vital Christianity,

themselves up to everlasting praise and devout
meditations. |

All this mode of thinking clsims to be in this'
world at least, based on necessity. And mea-
surably the claim is just. If we will not, or doé
not, give the whole week to God as woonght.,i
then better the Sabbath than nothing. And the
Sabbath may be much as a vantage ground, from
which to turn again and assail the week’s affairs,
subduing them for Christ. A shipwrecked sailor
escapes drowning by clambering out of the
water on a rock, from which, re-enforced with
belp, he ventures safely in again to save his com-
rades. The Sabbath is such a rock in the rush-
ing tide of worldly cares. The Christian, in
danger of becoming submerged by these cares,
flees to it for spiritual power, with which in turn
to plunge victoriously into the week.

Bat, if sacred and secular things muset be jea-
lously fenced apart on earth, that will not prove
that they need be in heaven. For there all
things are sacred ! A holy ardor for God runs
through them all. As soon expect an eleotric
charge to thrill through half the members of
your body, refraining from the rest, as a sainted
disciple’s seal for God to pervade but half his
iife. ' Harping, singing, wondering, studying,
communing with Christ and with angels, jour-
neying from world to world, he makes theee all
to be but so many ways, one as effective as ano-
ther, of honoring the God he loves to serve.
And, with the same spirit pervading the common
life of men, a custom-house would be as sacred
as a church. A plough or an anvil would bring
us as near to Christ a8 & communion-plste ; or
& ledger as & hymn-book. Children, after a few
generations, would be asking what could have
been meant by the awkward distinction between
things sacred and secular. For all things should
be seen aglow with God. These temporal affairs,
which the devil is always wielding as spiritual
weapone against us, should be turned into means
of grace for Christian culture. We should beat
his swords into ploughshares, and his spears into

s.

Now, if this principle of making all things, in
their various ways, serve sacred ends, is carriel
to absolute perfection in heaven, then what need
of the common notion that they have no secular
occupations there P To what a miserably nar-
row circle would that notion tether them in!
We call astronomy as secular study. We do
not, and ought not, to pursue it on Sundays.
But how are the inhabitants of heaven, without

studying astromomy, to know the grandeur of

A thoussnd enjoyments around us are flying ;| God's universe P 8o with the laws of epace and
‘Ten thousand bright things are abroad in the | duration. 8o with a.l mental science, all natural

air;

pt our lives are uncertain and short: we are

dying,
And

follow,

Though decked and bespangled with spendor

snd plume,

bubbles at best, and deceitful and hollow ;
Reat®®*T, my boy, they wiil burst at the

tomb!

¢ thing that allares thee, though now it

a doukbja
valae, attiactive, endaring, and fair,
sl may deceiye thee, and be but a babble,

Ortby tly love, undeserving thy care.

fiil not, when stroagest thy love and thy

passion,
gh lit op with sunbesms, or shadowed
with gloom,
I be f.ho object, its form, and its fashion,
Question to put, Will it burst st the
tomb P

— British Friend.
—_—

ﬁ o A
False Notions of Heaven.
BY REV, . B. WILLCOX.
he Christian's heaven,” said Thomas Paine,
an eternal pealm-singing.” And if most
jans would search themselves touching

matter, they would fiad the sneering deist
right than they may have supposed. They

Id find themselves ¢ xpecting 1o be tranaferred

aven as trees are transplanted to the gar-
of the Tuileries, to be pruned and trimmed
proper and dull uniformity ; and to atand
in ;tows in the great assembiy, singing
“ where congregations ne’er break up,
Sabbath’s have no end.” At least they
d discover that they have expected religious
to abeorb their eternity. And this

d * religious ” they take in its narrowest
88 meaning oecupations not secular, oc-
fic for the Sabbath—devotional read-

snd sioging, and prayer.

lines of the hymn just quoted, by the way, | .
ust be grauted, are poetry, and not meant
literally taken. But we remember with

a chill, like a winter's fog, they uvsed to
down upon us from the singers’ gallery in
The Amen
long cburch-service only to be followed

: Why wgs the
bt of it intolerable ? Because we were
d, you may say, and fonder of all ungodly
than of ihe praises of the Lord. Partly
lebﬁﬂl- But deeper than that lay an
on that this eternal sameness was against
hole order of nature. The love of variety
Bormal an appetite of our being as the
existence. And God is not going to
ldl‘nlld it in heaven. Rest well assured

Ap everlasting Sunday !

invocation of another !

ASigin of this notion of s merely devo-

is easily found. It comes from

Sat religion is not s principle to rua
a“. like the blood through a healthy
'S8 kind of top-finish, the Corinthian
of &y pillar. As a man’s clothing on
oathishis « Sundasy’s best,” 80 his duties
re oT a somewbat finer quality than
Yand Friday’s comm.n work. Sunday

T part of life. The rest is of the

OF the cellar grade of dignity. Accord-
good men die, these grosser, coarser

> off, and they carry up to heaven

2 d?v‘:n ":: ®ttence, to be eternally ex-
all & relic of old Romish ssseticism,

o outlived its time. Life’s common du-

100 vulgar or unclsan for » holy seclu-

%0 convents were built to shut'them

83 commounly viewed, is the great

®avent. (The “ many mensions”
g

Wéil o

may remove us before we're aware.
he joys that men sek, the pUrsuits that they

i

history, all relations of spirit to matter. We
call travelling a secular occupation. Are they
never to journey from world to world in their
grateful and adoring survey of the universe ?
Judging from the common notion of heaven,
you would almost expect them, if they should
start on such a tour, to be caught up and sent
back to their praises, like boys playing truant

and the glory of the ripened fruit

religion that bears not only on the sinfulness of i
sin, but on the rascality of lying and stealing ;'
a religion that banishes all small measures from
the counters, small baskets from the stalls, ‘
pebbles from the cotton bags, clay from popa,z
sand from sugar, chicory from coffee, beet root
from vinegar, alum from bread, lard from but-
ter, strychnive from wine, and water from milk
cans.

That religion that is to advance the world will
not put all the big strawberries and peaches at
the top, and all the bad ones at the bottom. It
will not offer more baskets of foreign wines than
the vineyards ever produced botties. The reli-
gion that is to sanctify the world pays its debts.
It does not consider forty cents returned for one
bundred given as according to gospel, though it
is according to the law, It lookson a man who
bas failed in trade, and who continues to live in
luzury, as a thief. It Jooks on a man who pro-
mises to pay fity dollars on demand, with in-
terest, and who neglects to pay it.on demand,
with or without interest, as a liar.

The Slain Pet.

Several years ago, an English gentleman was
travelling on horseback, acoompanied by his
faithful dog. Stopping at noon to rest and re-
fresh himself, he fell asleep under the shade of &
sheltering tree. Suddenly starting from his re-
pose, he mounted kis steed and rode away. Soon
after his dog came to his side, and making the
wildest signs of distress, alarmed his master with
the terrible fear of hydrophobis. He drew his
pistol, and pierced the favourite animal with s
bullet. The pet disappeared, and at the same
moment he discovered that he had left his port-
manteau. Returning to the tree under whose
foliage he slept, he found the devoted watcher
lying in his blood on the saddle bags, and in
death giving token of his satisfaction that the
lost property was found. No language could ex-
press the regret and self-reproach of the man. A
shadow haunted his path the rest of bis life in
the memory of that scene:

How will it be when parents, whose impiety
has ruined their cherished offspring, whose love
has inflicted the wound of the second death upon
the soul, meet at the bar of God P But more than
this ; when the rejeclers of Jesus * shall look on
bim whom they pierced,” and * wail because of
him,” what must be the unsounded depth of re-
morseful anguish, and the * blackness of dark-
ness” the deed will cast over the eternal pathway,
if » mere incident among the “ things seen and
temporal” so wounds and overshadows the sen-
sitive heart ?

Men talk of the nature of perdition as if any-
thing could add to the agony of that remorse
which a sinner’s treatment of the crucified Lamb
of God will inflict at last ; as if material fires
were more terrible than such internal elements

of suffering.— Am. Messenger.

from church. We count di and debat
as secular. But hard questions beset us inces-
santly. Mystery saturates the universe. How,
without discussions, are they to solve their doubts
and clear their views ?

This narrow conception of heaven comes of
the idea that but hslf our powers, the medita-

* | tive or devotional half, is to find development

there. Paul takes o wider range of view :—
When I was a child, I spake as a child, I under-
stood as s child, I thought as a child ; but when
I became a man, I put away childish things. Iu
other words, the Christian life in the upper glory
is the growth of an infant to the ripeness and
rounded of its whole being. As when
the bud bursts its integument and bursts into
the fullness of a perfect flower, every fold ex-
panded, every leal complete, and all breathing
balmy oders ; so with a Christian soul breaking
away through death from the bonds of earth.

What endowment of a man’s being is there
that may not blossom and bear full fruit in heav-
en? If there be in us reason, imagination, hope,
memory, love of things old and desire for things
new ; if there be admiration of all that is grand-
est and fairest in God’s creation ; if there be so-
cial instincts longiog for intimacy with the great
and good, and sympathies all aglow toward the
feebler and more ignorant ; if there be a panting
after freedom, a grand bursting of the fetters of
languor and sin’s galling thraldom; it there be
a wholesome hungering after power, power to do
do good and serve God more effectively ; then
into all these new perfections shall his being en-
large itself for ever !

It is heaven’s chief charm that we there grow
more and more like Christ. But Christ when on
earth, had nothing narrow, nothing merely de-
ional in bis good The Pharisees are in-
cessantly complaining of him as too secular, too
ready throw himeelf into common life and mix
with publicans and sinners. It was his very
glory to do that! A man touches a dunghill and
receives defilement. The sun touches it and gives
out purity, dries up the noxious fumes and clean-
ses the whole mass. 8o was it with Christ in
contaet with the world’s corruption. He lent to
all thinge sanctity. He showed & many-sided,
full-orbed lite of moral-excellence. 8o, too, with
every disciple translated to the skies. He shall
flood many channels with the fullness of his per-
fections. Said Lord Bacon, in early manhood,
conscious of his 1egal powers, “ I bave taken all
knowledge to be my province.” The bumblest
follower cf Christ may exolaim with yet fuller as-
surance, 1 have taken all virtues snd graces,
all types and measures of excellence to be my
province for ever.” Glorious destiny! God
belp us on earth, to begin the grand process of
becoming, not devout worshippers oaly, but to fill
out with choicest contents the whole, ever ex-

panding sphere of our being!

The Right Sort of Religion.

Some one whose head is uousually ‘ level’ has
written out his ideas of religion as follows. It
will do to read and think about:
‘We waat a religion that goes into the family, and
keeps the husband from beiog spiteful when the
dinner is late ; keeps the wife from being fretful
when the husband tracks the newly washed floor
with his muddy boots, and makes the husband
mindful of the scraper and door mat; amuses
bis childrer as weil as instructs them ; wins a3,
well ss governs them; projects the honey moon
jnto the harvest moon, and makes the happy

i

Beligions Intelligence,
India.

Tue FaTs o THE HEATHEN.—Rev. J. M.
Thoburn, of India, has & valugble letter in the
Pittsburg Advocate on * The Fate of the Hea-
then,” which reminds one of some of the most
stirring passages of Mr. Wesley's tract om
“ Original Sin.” We make two extracts, which
will interest our readers :

All beathens are depraved and corrupt beyond
all description. During my first year in Indis

ss | began to see more clearly their utter want
of all moral feeling and their refined duplicity.
The next year I was surprised to find how little
I bad known of the depth of their depravity,
and how firmly rooted and grounded they were
in their evil ways. But it has only been within
the past few months that 1 bave learned of
depths of depravity among these people which
1 bad never suspeoted before. Their wickedness
seems like a fountain of unfathomed depth,
throwing up more vile and polluted waters the
deeper down one goes to draw. Their depravity
is awful, frightful, Aorrible. ~There are large
cities within the bound of this mission which are
just as wicked and just as wholly given to the
vilest iniquities as Sodom was on the mornicg
that God's long-suffering justice destroyed it.
St. Paul’s frightful description of the vile prac-
tices of the heathen, in tha fiest chapter of his
Epistle to the Romans, is literally true of the
heathen I find here in India—true as far as it
goes, but it is short of the horrible reality.

But what if these people are sincere, will not
their sins be overlooked on that account? I
wish the question could be asked without the if ;
but granting that for the presnt, let me state
how the case presents itself to me as I take my
Bible in my hard and stand up to presch to
them. I open the Bible, and I find in several
places certain catalogues of sins, or certain
classes of sinners, and in the same connection
the most solemn assertions that all such sinners,
and all persons committing such sins, sre ex-
claded from the kingdom of God. I know that
those around me all practice the very sins
enumerated, and what am I to infer regarding
them and their danger ? For instance, I know
to a moral certainty that every man, woman,
and child within the sound of my voice is s most
unqualified liar, and what am I to tell them their
portion will be? If I look into the Bible before
me for the answer, it is soon found out and
easily understood.

The Church should know.—It is due to the
Church that she be fully acquainted with the
desperate condition of those whom she is com-
missioned to save. There is reason to fear
that not a little of the apathy which is too often
shown by the Church in‘ the work of evangelis-
ing the heathen is owning to the prevalent belief
that, on the grounds of involuntary ignorance
and true sincerity, multitudes of them—perhaps
a majority—are finally saved. Would to God 1
could believe it were s0 ! But as | underatand
God’s word, I can only look upon these people
as going down to idolaters’ graves and an idal+
ster’s perdition. Their case is & desperate one;
there condition, in every moral sense, is fright-
ful ; their depravity too heart sickening to be
long contemplated. Let the Church recoguise
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more abound,” let her go forth courageously and
prove that grace, and soon every heathen nation

will be washed from its poliution and clothed in

robes of holipess.
A sign that polygamy is declining :
A memorial bas been addressed to the gover-

nor general of Indis, by a body of enlightened |

Hiodooa, praying lor government interference
for the prevention of polygamy. * Your
memorialists,” they say, * have ample grounds
for believing that the almost unanimous feeling
of the native commaunity is against a usage which
has destroyed the domestic happiness of Hindoo
women to a far greater extert thin the doom of
perpstual widowhood. Your memorialists are
therefore of opinion that morality and enlight-
ened policy, of which the British government is
the representative, equally demand an abroga-
tion by law of the right of polygamy, and for
this your memorialists most earnestly pray.”
We hail this memorial as one of the moat sig-
nificant signs that Christianity has shaken the
fid of the Indians in pag , and that
the time of its complete sucocess is approaching.

China _

PrOTESTANT MissIoNs 1IN CuiNa—Sir
Frederick Brace is the British minister to China,
and he takes it upon himself to pronounce Pro-
testant missions in Chioa a failure. So says
Evangelical Christendom.

Sir Frederick Bruce and Lord Russell agree,
ﬁnt.inp- .‘,Pl tant missi in
China s failure ; secondly, in declaring that
Chinese Protestant converts will make no sacri-
fices for their faith ; and, thirdly, that the British
government ought studiously to guard against
its being believed by the Chinese authorities
that Protestant missionaries lie under its pro-
tection.

Have Protestant missions in China been a
failure? We answer without hesitation, No.
China has been open to the Protestant mission-
ary for little more than a quarter of a century.
The millions of China have not been converted,
nor can we allege that there has been any gener-
al movement of the population toward Chris-
tianity. But it is a common experience of mis-
sionaries that the sowing of the good seed may
be carried on for many years with scarcely per-
ceptible result and that then suddenly, after the
command to “ wait on the Lord, to be of good
coursge and waif on the Lord,” has been long
faitbfully obeyed, the missionary lifts up his
eyes and sees the fields white unto barvest. How
long did the missionaries in the South Sea Is-
lands toil in heaviness of beart ? How long did
they wait and watch and weep? How often
did Satan whirper im their ears that the whole
thing was a failure ? and how often was their
own weakness ready to accept the devil’s lie?
But the Lord had not forgotten to be gracious,
and when the blessing came, it came not in
scattered drops, but in rejoicing summer
showers, in rich effasion from the opened
windows of heaven. And now those remote
islands in the sea are ‘temples of the Lord, the
voice of prayer and praise rising from them,
Sabbath after Sabbath, mingling with the great
pealm of the ocean waves, and ascending toward
the throne of God. Who can tell whether, in
the infinitely wise but inscrutably mysteriouys
providence of God, s like fulure may await
China? Who will dare to say that, because the
land is still almost wholly given to idolatry, the
day may not suddenly dawn when the Chinese
will throw their idols to the moles and to the

bats, and say one unto anothér, Know the Lord.
K-. score of Chi bad professed thei
ith in Christ, owing to the ministrations of|

Protestsnt missionaries, it would mevertheless
have been presumptuous in any man to say that
Protestant missions to China had proved s
failure.

But Sir Frederick Bruce’s sweeping and con-
temptuous assertion is not carried out by the
present facts of the case. The Protestant mis-
sions to China have not been a failure.

Now let us hear the testimony of men who
have not counted their lives dear unto them, but
have left all to preach Christ in China.

The Rev. Dr. Legge, missionary at Hong
Kong, states enough from bis personal experi-
ence to prove that they bave been as succeseful
as could have been reasonably expected.

“ I left England,” he writes, * as a mission-
ary to Chins, in 1839. I bave been resident in
Hong Kong (with temporary sbeences, extend-
ing over nearly five yearr) since 1843, I brought
three Chinese Christians with me from Malacca
in that year. Oa the first day of the present
Chinese year the members of my Church came
together, with their families, making an assem-
bly of nearly taree bundred souls. An old man,
very infirm, and almost blind with age, one of
t(he three who came from Malacca, stood up and
said : * When I look at this bouse filled with
Christians, and think that three of us have
grown into this company, I feel that we have
reason to thank God and take courage. If my
children live to be as old as I am they will see
greater things than these.’ Could those who
have been baptized in connection with our mis-
sion in the department of Hwuychow have been
brought to our meeting, it would have been
swelled by about another two bundred indivi-
duals.”

Mr. Donald Matbeson, whose name is a gus-
rantee of thorough scquaintance with the Chi-
nese questions, strongly corroborates, in a letter
addressed by bim to the Weekly Beview, the view
taken by Dr. Legge. Thirty years ago, he states,
“ two or three native Christians were all that
could be counted.” The native Protestant Chrie-
tians he now compautes at ““ not !ess thaa fifieen
bundred.” And, what is especially encouraging,
be mentions several cases in which Chinese con-
verts have been pre-eminently succeasful in
making an impression on their compatriots. A
native catechist proceeded, some years sgo, to
Chong-lok, in the provioce of Canton. He wes
pot heard of for a while ; but a letter recently
announced that nearly two bundred Chinese in

the village had become suxzious inquirers. * A
missionsry was sent to the place, and after a fow
weeks’ instruction he was enabled to baptise one
bundred of them.” Again: “ A Chinese was
oured of a disesse at the Amoy Dispensary. He
went home to Ke Boey a converted man. It
'was ot length rumored that « number of the vil-
h’u bad become Christisns, and on inquiry it
%" ‘ IS4 ~ :

\/

is the proof

itself in China, has a tendency to spread, and

five grains, magne-

sia, ten grains, peppermint water, 11 drachms,

once it shows | #pirit of nutmeg, one drachm, twice a day. This |

|

preparation acts as & tonic and stimulant, and s0

that native Chinamen make excellent missiona- ' Partially supplies the place of the accustomed

ries.
Chinese Christians do make sacrifices and en- |
| dure persecutions. Chinese converts, to be sure, '
are not better than other converts ; and it is |
| not even every sincere man who is endued with |
the spirit of the martyr. But there is evidence ‘
amply sufficient to prove that Chinese converts
are not inferior to those of any other mation in
courage, faith and persistency. Some have yield-
ed up life rather than deny their Lord ; others
have suffered inhuman beatings ; others have
sacrificed their means of livelihood ; many have
submitted to the furious hatred of neighbors,
and the loss ot standing and repute in Chinese
society. Protestant Cbristianity is already sown
in China in the blood of martyrs.

liquor, and prevents that absolute and physicel
and moral prostration that follows a sudden

breaking off from the use of stimulating drinks.

| In cases where the appetite for liquors is not too |

strong, the medicine supplies the place of the
sccustomed drams entirely, but Mr. Hall contin-
wed the use of liquors at first with the medicine,
diminishing the amount gradually until be was
able to throw away his bottle and glass altoge-
ther, after which he continued to take the medi-
cine & month or two, until he felt he was wholly
restored to self-control, and could rejoice n o
sound mind in a sound body.

Gemeral  Hiscellanp,
Naval Defence of the British
Colonies.

More than & century ago, the British Colonies
of America, now forming part of the United
States, performed some notable naval exploits.
Among them the most remarksvle was the ex-
pedition agaiast Louisburg. Both by land snd
by ses, the colonists rendered very essential
servioe to the Mother Country in the reduction
of Canada. Bat it seems that up to the present
time, there has been no legal provision for the
establishment of naval forces by the Colonies
in aid of the Empire. During the present ses-
sion of the Imperial Parliament, a bill for the
naval defence of the Colonies has passed both
Houses. It provides that any Colony may, at
its own expense, make provision for the follow-
ing objects. With the approbation of Her Mas-
jesty in Council, to procure, maintsin, man, and
employ vessels of war, on such conditions as Her
Msjesty in Council may, from time to time, ap-
prove ; to appoint officers and men, oun like con-
ditions ; to obtain, if it be desired, officers from
the Admiralty ; to maintsin good order and dis-
cipline smong the men and officers, on board or
ashore, within the colony, and to maske both
officers and men subject to the rules which ap-
piy to the Royal Navy.
The volunteers raised, in any Colony, for the
purpose, will form part of the Royal Navy Re-
serve, but unless it be expressly provided as in
the present act, they will be subject exclusively
to the rules laid dowa by the Legislature of the
Colony. The Admiralty may graat special com-
missions to volunteer officers ; and it may acoept
the services of vessels of war or contigents of
volunteers, offered by any Colony, sad while so
employed they are to be considered part of the
Royal Marine, and the men and officers treated
as such. The admiralty may also sppoint a cap-
taia of the navy or officer of a higher grade to
perfoim in its name and by its authority what-
ever duties may arise under this act, in any of
the Colonies. No provision of this act is ta be
construed to take from or restrain the local Lo-
gislature or Government of any Coloay in the
exercise of any powe: previously yested in it. ,

An auxiliary naval force may, under this set,
come into existence, which may be of comside-
rable assistance to the Royal Navy, and form

HOW TO BE EARNEST.

When some one asked of an acquaintance of
Dr. Chalmers, “ What is the secret of his sue-
cess P” the answer was, ** hia blood-earnestness.”
One thing all will admit, which ia, that none but
earnest preachers do much tion
But what is earnestness P This is not essily
told. We know it when it is seen, and we can-
pot be imposed upon by ita counterfeit; but it
is somewhat difficult to defineit. We may term
it the welling up of the soul, crowding, filling
every avenue, letting itselfl out at every egress
~—limbe, eyes, mouth, every feature. We may
term it the living fire that burns through, and
gives vitality to the expression of bhim whe
speaks. Perhaps this is as near as we can got.
We can readily tell, however, what it is not.
Loud declamation is not earnestnees.. A man
may bawl, and not have a particle of it; and
many assume (un: ly) veh ce of man-
ner to conceal the lack of genuine earnestness ;
but it is a great mistake to suppose that furious
bellowing, vehement gesticulations and unnatur-
al attitudes make a speaker. One may use im-
petuous gesture ; but it must be apt, and expres-
sive, and not excessive. He may be even vio-
lent, but there must be a cause for it; it must
help on the discourse ; it must seem {0 be called
for ; otherwise, the more vehemence, the more
sawing the air, and “ tearing & passion to tat-
ters.” Thought should bear a due proportion to
the quantity of sound and action. It is slmost
enough to cause sensible men to be afraid of be-
ing too earnest, to aee the boisterousness of
some incoherent and empty speaker who
“Thunders every period o'er
And almost cracks your ears with rant and rear.”
The art of keeping quiet is a great thing in o
speaker. Subdued power is intense power, as &
rule. It is intensified by compression. The
man who bad buried his wife and aix children in
one week, moved s whole audience to tears, by
simply pointing at the sad row of graves when
the last was buried. THb silence which deep
feeling imposes, under such circumstances, is far
more eloquent than words. We have high au-
thority for asserting that :
“ More nature oft, and finer strokes are shown
In the low whisper, that th’ tempestuous tone,

A single Jook mere marks the internal woe,
Thaa all the windings of the lengthened *0.!"
Up to the face the quick sensation flies,

And darts its mean

Love, transport, madness, anger, scorn, despalr,

the nucleus of a Colonial marine, which may be
developed into more important dimensions here-
after. Should the Provinoces of British America
become united, their grest maritime eloment
would probably produce some of the most ime
portant fraits which this bill is capable of bear-
iog. The Coloniesmy be regerded as members
of a great Federation, of which Eagland is the
metropolis and the céntre. They have local
legislatures for local affairs, while the central
authority, on general matters, is co-extensive
with the Empire. This bill provides that the
Colonies may—not that they sball or muet—
provide naval contingents for the defence of the
Eapire. At the same time, this bill may be re-
garded as proof that Eagland expects all the
Colonies to do their duty by taking their share
of the defence of the Empire, and that such of
them as are so situated as to be exposed to sn
attack by sea rather than by land, should con-
tribute some vessels of war for that purpose.
England is powerfal on the ses ; it is the ele-
ment of an insular people, snd the Colonies may
if they will follow the habits of the Empire.
Che colonies are and scattered over
every part of the globe; and as parts of the
Empire any of them are lisble to be attacked in
time of war. Some of them, especially the
British American Provisces and Australis, are
becoming great and powerful ; and the day is
coming when they might greatly assist the oen-
tre of the Empire in the hour of danger. By
uniting their forces, and all of them manfully
and patriotically putting forth their energies,
they could make a display of naval powers such
as the world has never seen. Bat if we would
realize the full foree of this grand spectacle we
must cast our thoughts into that future when
British America, stretching from the Atlaatic to
the Pacific and ocoupying the space of half a
continent, shall bs peopled by s huadred mil-
lions of inhebitants ; and when the combined
fleets of England, British America, Auetralis
and the other Colonies shall far surpass all the
other pavies in the world united. There is
enough in the present bill to suggest this idea,
and we shall none of us be the worse for be-
lieving in and striving after its realisation.—
Toronto Leader.

An English Cure for Drunkenness.
There is a famous preseription in use in Eng-
land, (says the Springfleld Republican,) for the
cure of drunkenness, by which thousands are
said to bave been assisted in recovering them-
selves. The receipt came into notoriety through
the efforts of Jobn Vine Hall, commander of the
Great steamship. He had fallen into
such hifbitual drunkenness, that his most earnest
efforts to reclaim bimself proved unavailing. At
length he sought the advies of an eminent phy-
sician, who gave him a prescription which be fol-
lowed faithfully for seven months, asd st the end
of thet time, hed -lost all desire for liquor, al-
though he had been.for many years led ecaptive
by & debasing: appetits. The receipt, which be
afterwards published, and by which so many other
drunkards have beem assisted to reform, is as

Jadessd o H—teunis sl i M &
9 :

And all the passions, all the soul is there.’

The French have a word which we translate
wnelion, that carries with it ‘a good deal of the
essontisl idea of genuine earnestness. It is a
sort of univn of earnestness and tenderness; it
may be, (but it is not always,) pathos. “ Une-
tion," seys Vinet, * denotes no special quality of
presching, but rather the grace and the efficiency
which sre connected with it by the Bpirit of
God.” “ It seems to mie,” he continues, “ to be
the total character of the gospel; the genersl
ssvor of Christianity.” Another Frenchman
deflnes it to be, “ a mild warmth which causes
itsslf to be felt in the powers of the soul; it
produces the same effect in the spiritual sphere
as the sun in the physical; it enlightens snd
warme's puts light in the soul, and warmth in
the heart.” An American writer speaks of it as
the spirit of deep and tender earnestness in
preaching—the strong and ardent desire for the
spiritual welfare of those to whom we minister,
which takes hold of the beart, and finds its ut.
terance in the tones of the voice—which flnds
expression in the kindling and moistened eye,
in the countenance when lighted up with the
glow of the soul ; this spirit, pervading the grest
and solemn truths of the gospel, as they are
pouved forth from the lips and heart of the
preacher, into the ear and heart of his hearer—
this is what we mean by unetion.

It is reported of Joseph Jobn Gurney, that
when in this country, he addressed s company
of students for the ministry, ss follows: “ My
young brethren, you know when Demosthenes
was asked, Whit is the first thing in oratory ? he
replied, ‘Actioh’; and when asked, What is the
thing of second importance ? his reply was, ‘Ac-
tion’; and what the third ? he still replied, ‘Ac-
tion." *Now,’ said he, *if T were asked, What
is the thing of firet importance in preaching?
my reply would be Unction ; and if, What second,
and, What of third importance ? I would still

case too strongly ; but certainly it is ome of the
things of first importance in a preacher.

As to the sources of this unction in preaching,
they are not scholastic, or earthly. * Ye have
sa Unction from the Holy One,” ssys the apos-
tle. It bas been truly remarked that it is s gift,
agrace. Like the spirit of prayer, it is a preci-
ous gift, which is obtained by near and intimiate
communion with Christ, snd by having the great
truthe of Revelation wrought into our belief and
experiences. If I were asked to name one thing
eontributing more than all else to this intensity
of inward feeling, it would be faith. It must
cotse from the deepest conviction of the reality
of the things that are revealed : and that is the
froit of faith. - “ We believe, therefore we
speak.” Uunseen things that become “substance”
to the speaker or wriler, cannot fail to produce
earnestoess. If & man would have his sermon
palpitsts under his fingers as he composes snd
delivers it ; if Bo would have it grow hot in
bandling ; if he 'would * mightily persuade” his
hearers, and ‘more ‘and more, as be advances,
storaring the outworks of the understanding and
the judgment, plunging hested shot
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| citadel of the will, and carrying the ve..
| fortress of the affections, and planting there the

banner of the Cross, he must live in sight of the
throne, and the tremendous issues of the judg-
ment day ; he must be a man “ fu!l of faith and
of the Holy ‘Ghost."— National Baptist.
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Wor;l; of Christian Wisd

The following paragraps from ** Sketches from
the Life of Rev. Jobn G. Breay” coataived in
Rev. Dr. H. Bonar's CAnstian Zreasury for
January.

His skill is dealing with cases of consciense
made him a peculiarly valuable visitor of the
sick and afflicted. Going one day into the house
of a female member of his flock, who was very
ill, and greatly distressed with doubt as to her
safety, be was saluted with those words, * It ja
an awful thing to fall into the hands of the liv-
ing God.” * Gently, gently,” he replied ; * not
awful, but fearful.” * Ab,” she said, * 1 never
can be saved.” * Stop,” he answered; “ give
me your text. 1 can do nothing without a text.
Find me a text where Jesussays he will not save
sinners.” Vainly she wandered from page to
passage, till at last she exclaimed, * There in
not one.” * Thank God, not one,” he repeated;
« the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all
sin;” and after praying with her, he left her
comparatively tranquil.

Epistolatery correspondence he estesmed an
eminent means of usefulness, and lost no op-
portunity of dropping a word for his Master in
the letters which he wrote. Let the following
specimens illustrate his views on many points
of doctrinal importance, as well as Christian ex-~
perience and practical duty.

Writing 10 his own sister e says: * Assure
snce of an interest in Jesus ia by no means
necessary. The promise of the Savivur isthe
ground of our dependence. 1 mean the promise
connected of courss with his work. He has

‘promised to cast out nome who come. Itis for

us to come, and 10 come exactly as we ave; is

ia for our divine Master to make good his words

A ocertainty that we have come is doubtiess;

where it is the work of the Spirit of Ged, trulp

blessed ; but the Baviour's invitation and pre<

mise sre sufficient encouragement. He will vever

condemn the sinner for want of assurance, The

ground of condemnation is, * Ye will not come

unto me, that ye might have life.”

To one in aftliction he writes : * in seasons of
sorrow, tears sometimes so dim our eyes that it

is difficult to discern our mercies. The means
which God uses for bringing sinners to himeelfy
and keeping bis peopie near to Him, are mys<
terious ; bus they are at all times the best that
can be adopled for answering their design, An®®
how can it b otherwise, when infinite wisdom
and i l4vé combine in arranging what’
infinite t:'n undertakes to accomplish P Theve
are few processes of more refreshing to myself

* Because Thou hast been my help, therefope
under the shadow of Thy wings will L rejoice.”
By thus ruminating over our mercies we have
this double advantage, that we enjoy them ag
the moment, and feed on them afterwords.”

To a clerical friend he says : * With regard to

ssy Uncticn.’”  Perhaps this was putting the A

the eomposition of sermons, I have had about
teventeen years' experience, and fiad that the
grand requisites are, simplicity of intention and

@8 an earthea vessel, that ows all its value to
the treasure which is put in it from above, Aad
as Mathew Henry would say, ** Take heed thet
the liquor does not taste of the vessel.” Alast

gild and ornament the sword of the Bpirit, in-
stead of trusting to its native power | Whatuiust,
or what will the people think of me, is vanity.
What do they think of Christ, is the all-absorb-
ing question.” To a young friend he writes on
the subject of reading: * Endeavour to have
a solid reason for the selestion of books which
you make. Ask yourself such questions as these
What is my motive for reading, or wishing to
read this book ? Is it useful in its tendency P

it is desirable for me to be acquainted? Isit
likely to be worth the time whieh must be be-

then apply your mind vigorously. Be not anxi.
ous to read rapidly ; determine to understand
the meaning of its sathor as you go slong; if
any sentiment appear to you obscure or question-
able, note it down, and seize the first opportunity
for asking information respecting it, from those
who are able to instruet you. When any pas-
sages oocur of a strinking kind, make & margin-
al pencil-mark. and after you have flnished the
book, review those passages, and lay them up
in your memory. To observe accurately, to in-
vestigate patiently, and to think closely, are
wental babits of prime importance; for of what
real utility is it to get a smattering of many

—1t0 have read many books, aad to retain no
distinot impression respecting any of them P*

—_— s e —

The Unstudious Pastor.

The complete pastor, must be, even to his dy«
ing day, no less a Christian student than a
Christian teacher. God honors human learniog,
if used in subordination to Divine grace. Itis
truly said, * any branch of knowledge which &
good man possesses he may apply to some good
purpose. If he possesses the knowledge of an
archangel, he might apply it all to the ndventage
of men and the glory of God.” An unstudious
minister has a paralysing effect upon a parishe—
There is a sameness of presching which, be-
comes first unprofitable, then intolerable. There
is 10 suitableness of application, no progressive
building up in the faith, no address to individusl
conscience. The bow is drawn mechanically,
and the arrow is shot at a venture, and nstarale
ly misses the mark. 8o, oo, in respeet to liter=
ature. If the preacher beiray the barrenness
of his intellectual store«, and his want of syme
patby with the educated class of his congregs~
tion, what can be the consequence but failure of
personal respect, absence of attractiveness, loss
of influence for the good objects of his minise
try P—DBishop C. B. Sumner.

EstiMaTE WisELY.—Did men know what
o difference God and will put to eternity,
between those serve him and those that
him not, religion ':::l' not seem such an

Lo ou——— —

than reasoning from the past to the futures:

simplicity of dependence, & warm heart snd &
boly aim. Orucily self, if you would glorify
Christ. Be willing to appear before the peopie

how many make the liquor try to taste of it ; to

Will it enlarge my mind on subjects with which '

stowed on it Fully satisfied on such poigts,

things, and yet to understand none thoroughly
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