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The destruction of countless man-
uscripte by the Norsemen, in their
raids on the churches and monaster-
ies of Ireland, and later by the Anglo-
Normans, has deprived us of much
valuable data on the subject of Irish
musical art, a8 well as other histori.
oal matters. Despite this loss we are
still in possession of suffieient hie-
torioal facts to establish the value of
the achievements of the early
mausicians of the Green Isle.

That the Irish barde had a complete
system of musical notation previous
to the coming of St. Patrick histor-
iane agree. Somesuthorities, among
them Dr. William H. Cummings, one
of the most eminent of English
musicians, declare that the bards had
the dintonic ecale agwe have it today.
Father Bewerunge, professor of
musioal chant in Maynooth College,
insists that the Irish melodies belong
to a stage of musical development
very much anterior to that of the
Gregorian chant. He claims that
being based fundamentally on a pen
tatonis ch‘e they reach back to a
period altogather previcus to the
dawn of musical history.

The fliest Iris churehman
achieve distinction outeide of his own
country wae, perhaps, Sedulius, poet,
theologian and musician, who flour
ished in Rome in the
His “Carmen Paschale” has been
called the firet great Christian epic
worthy of the name. Dr. Grattan
Flood in his "History of Irish Music”
8ays :

“From a
beautiful Introit

musical point of view tha
of the Msass of the
Blessed Virgin, '‘Salve sancta parens |
enixa puerpera regem,’ which is still
sung througheut the Western Church,
is the most glowing tribute to the
egtimation in which this worthy
Irvishman's compositions were held
by the compilers of
Migeal’ and Gradual. Again in the
Roman Liturgy we flnd Irish
composer's abcediren hymn com
mencing, Solis ortus cardine,
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lessons in », a8 musical science
was utterly unknown in that csuniry
until the faundation of the monastery
of St. Gall in the year 612 by the
Irish saint, Cellech, whose name has
been Latinized Gallus or Gall. Cel
lach cams from the c\)ll."“ at Bangor,
County Down, ¢end was the friend
and di c'ple of St Columbanus, the
founder of the moneastery at Bobblo,
Italy.
monastery of St. Gall became famous |
for its mueic, and later on, nt the |
end of the eighth ocentury, Pope
Adrian sent two famous Roman
gingers, Peter and Romanuse, the
authors of the Romanian notation, to |
the Irish monastery at St. Gall to

reo

ym

the
dualigs.’”

obtain a faithful copy of the Gregor | Michael W

ian antiphonarium. Mosengal, an

Irish monk, was made head master of
the mueic school at St Gall in the
year 870, and under his rule it
became ‘‘the wonder and delight of
furope.” The copying of music
became such a feature of the
done at St. Gall that the scribes of
the monastery provided
with manuscript books
chant, every one ol
beautifully

of Gregorian
the books being
illuminated. At Moen-
gnl's death he was succesded
Ivish d sciple, Tutilo, who became
even more famous than his master.

About the year 653, St. Gerirude of
Brabant, abbes of Nivelle, in Brabant,
sent for two brothere, St. Foillan and
St. Ultan, to teach psalmody to her
nune, The two Irish monke com-
plied with her request and built an
adjoining monaitery at Foese, near
Liege.

Wherever the Iriesh monks went
they br ught the science of music
with them and all northern Europe

must acknowledge ite indebtedness |

to them. Iun writing of the early Irigh
ecclesiastics the learned Kessel has
thie to say :

‘ Every province in Germany pro-
claims this race as its bhenefactor.
Austria celebrates St. Colman, St.
Virgilius, St. Modestus and others.
To whom but the ancient Scots (Irish)
was due the famous ° Schotten-
kloster ' of Vienna ? Salsburg, Ratis
bon, and all Bavaria honor Sf. Vir
gilius as their apostle, Burgundy,
Alsace, Helvetia, Suevia with one
voice proclaim the glory of Colum
banue, Gall, Fridolin, Arbrgast, Flor
entiue, Trudpert, who firss preached
the true religion amongst them.
Who were the founders of the mon.
asteries of St. Thomas at Strasburg
and of St. Nisholas at Memmigen but
taese eame Scots ? The Saxons and
tae tribes of northern Germany are
indebted to them to an extent that
may berjuiged by the fact that the
first ten Bishops who occupied the
See of Verden belonged to that race.”

The first to introduce the Roman
chant in Cologne was the Irish St.
Heliag, & native of the County Mon
aghan, who was elected Abbot of
Cologne in 1015, [t was to him that
Berno of Rsichenau dedicated his
celebrated work. “ The Laws of
Symphony and Tone."”

County Louth furnished one of the
greatest mueical theoriste of the
thirteenth century, John Garland.
Being unable to find compstent in-
gtructors at home, Garland went to
France and studied in Paris. His
ability was so marked that he was
offered and accepted a porition as
instructor in the University of Toul
ouse, whers he wrote his famous
treatise on ' De Musica Mensurabili
Positio.” The street in Paris in
which he taught was named in hig
honor, the “ Clos de Garland.”
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Lionel Power, a native of Water-
ford, is credited with having written
the firet treatise on music in the
Epglish language. His work is still
preserved, among the Lanedowne
manuscripte 1n the British Museum,
Power established the use of sixths
and thirde, prohibited consecutive
unisons, fifths and octeves, and was
thé inventor of figured base. Many
of his compositions are still extant.
His treatise was written about the
year 1390,

The firat musical treatise printed
in English was from the pen of
William Bathe, of Drumcondra, Dub
lin, It was published in 15684, Bathe
became a Jesuit priest and went to
Spain, where at the time of his death
in 1614, he was chaplain of the
Spanish Court at Madrid and
esteemed ne one of the most learned
men of his day.

The musigal glasses are the inven-
tion of Richard Poekrich, a native of
the County Monaghan. Pockrich was
born in 1741, As a performer on the
glasses he achieved quite a reputa-
tion in the theaters of England and
Ireland, One of the greatest violin-
jsts in the middle of the eighteenth
century wae John Clegg, born in
Dublin in 1714. Another celebrated
Abbk¢ Henry Madden,
County Galway
was successively chapel
Tours Cathedral, 1725,

of the Eyre
family. He

master of
then to the |
and finally of |
the Chapel Royal, Versailles, in 1744,
He died at Versailles in 1748,

The father of the Duke of Welling-
ton, Garrat Wesley, was a musical
prodigy a8 a boy. In 1757 he founded
the Academy of Music, Dublin. This
| body was the firat to introduce ladies
Wesley, or Lord
Mornington, ashe afterwarda became,
wae the first Profeseor of Music in
Trivity College. A fine edition of |
Lord Mornington's glees and madri- \
gals was edited by Sir Henry Bishop, ‘
in 1846, |

The earliest book on church plain |
and published by
P. Coghlan, in
korn in Dublin, |
marvelous boy |
pianist. Hies father toock him to
London where he appeared with |
great succese. Ha was the invsnior |
the mueical foerm known as the |
noctarne, 1is teacher, Clementi,
todk him on a conceet tour through |
was coversd with
Field finally settled in |
where he bscame the |
fashionable music tercher for many |
years, He died in Moscow, leaving |
a 8on, a splendid opera tenor, but of
whom thers is little record.

The Irish musicians of later days
are ¢0 well known that it is unneces

an Irishman,
1982, John

John
Fleld,

Was a

konors.
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Daring Cellash’s lifetime the l sary to devote much space to them.

We have only to mention William |
| Michael O'Rourke, who changed his |
name to Rooke, the instructor of |
Balfe and a famous composer, him- |
gelf; John Augustus Wade, also a|
pupil of O'Rourks ; and the composer |
of several operas; Michasl Kaelly,
historian, singer and composer;
illiam Balfe, Willlam Vin

cent Wallace, Gsorge Alexander, of
Limerick; Sir Robert Prescott |
born in
parents and famous
both a8 pianiet and composer

Charles Villiers Stanford, Hamilton
Harly, Patrick Sarefleld Gilmore;

a1l Germany | the great O'Carclan and many others,
of G .7 | to show what an interesting history

of Irish musical celebrities might be |
complied, to the advantags of their
native land and to the credit of the |
race from which they sprang.
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TO THE EPISCOPAL ‘
CONVENTION

Although it occurred as far back |
as October 20, the visit which His |
Eminence Cardinal Mercier paid by |
special invitation to the Episcopal
Ganeral Convention, then session |
at Dstroit, has toerimportant a bear- |
ing upon Charch Unity and Christian |
Democraoy, the raison d'etre of The |
Antidote, for the event to be passed |
over by us in silence.

The Rev. Ralph M. Harper, writing |
for the Boston Tranecrint, described |
the visit as “A New Epoch in Chris-
tian Fellowship.”

‘Never before in its history,” he
said, “has the triennial General Con- |
vention of the Protestant Episcopal |
Church been so profoundly stirred as |

was the case when the convention at
Detroit formally welcomed to its
gession Cardinal Merciar.

“Officially escorted by Mr. Anthony
Dwyer of Rhode Island and Hon.
Thomas Nelson Page of Virginia and
by a numbser of official representa-
tives of the Reman Catholic Church
of Datroit, headed by Bishop Galla
gher, Cardinal Marcier, enterad the
convention hall as, hy the request of
the preeident of the convention, the
delegates and visitors etood. Oar-
dinal Mercier was formally intro-
duced to the Rev. Alexander Mann,
D. D, rector of Crinity Cuaurch, Bos
ton, who is the president of the Gen-
eral Convention of 1919, and to the
presiding bishop of the Episcopal
Church, the Rt. Rav, Daniel S, Tuttle,
D. D., bishop of Missouri.

Dr. Mann then formally welcomaed
this heroio prince among the College
of Cardinale. His words wera sur-
charged with the deepest emotion and
yet were spoken with restraint. Dr.
Mann spoke as follows :

“Every three yoars this House of
Clerical and Lay Deputies, represent
ing thie National Church, coming, as
the standards will show, from every
State of the Unien, and the island
possessions of the United States,
meet together with the House of
Bishops to legislate upon the affairs

VISIT

in

| oation of that

| acteristics of the true shepherd,
| real

of this communion. It frequently

happens that the House of Deputies
suspends ite sesesion that it may
greet and welcome some distin.
guished visitors. I can remember
geveral such occasions, but I cau re.
member none when the House of
Deputies showed in a more unmis-
takable fashion ite sense of great
respect and grest honor to a visitor
to that House.

A DEEPER REGARD

“Out of the confueion of the first
two years of the Great War, two fig-
uree gradually became great in the
eyes of the American people. One
was the figure of the King of Bel-
gium, personifying the truth and
honor and courage of the Belgian
people, who refused to break their
plighted word, and who met the
onrush of overwhelming forces with
that heroic resistance which the
world will never forget. But it is to
the other figure who became great
daring these first two years of the
War that I venture to say this
assembly ‘of Christian men, repre.
senting a great historic communuion,
turne with a deeper regard, and, if I
may 80 say, with a more affectionate
interest. Some of us had known
before the War something of the

scholar and theologian of the Uni
versity of Louvain.

“But it is not in times of peace but
in times of danger that the character
of the shepherd stands out most |
clear, and you showed that character
in the dauntless courage with which |
you, as the Good Shepherd of the
people of Be'ginm, met that on-
slaught, and the courage with which
you dared t0 rebuke the brutal out
rage of the invader, and the hope |
that refused to be cowed on Christ
mas Day of 1914, when you bade
them to be of good courage and
assured them that the God of Truth |
and Righteousness still ruled L':m,‘
world.

'HE EXEMPLIFICATION OF FAITH

Later, on that most pathetic occa-
sion of the brutal deportation of the |
Belgian peopls, recalling to us the |
derk days of the exil your appeal |
failad to impress or change the

i the Germans but it found a |
tie mind and he
slan man taro )'Jll U
We see in you the exempli
t faith 'h we wou
"anf that might s}
not tri ph over right. We rej
to welcome yon todsy when your
prophetic words have come true. We |
greet you with respect and affeclion
ate regard. We see in you the char
the
in you the
and the out-

y 2 |
world.
whi

w1l pogsess, t

apostle. We see
inner epirvitual faith

| ward material marks which make it

plain to us that you have drunk of
His Cup.

“It is because the American people
and this house of Christian men see
in you and in your career eomething
that corresponds t0 the Prince of
Peace that we formally greet you
today—a Great Churchman, a Great
Patriot and a Great Christian.”

“As Cardinal Mercier arose to
speak the audience, out of affection
ate love for him and admiration for
his heroism, continued to
Atter speaking a few minufes Car
dinal Mercier
beckoned his audience to sit down.
His words were clearly spoken and
were easily understood. Frequent
applause greeted his sentences, and
when he ecallad the delegates of the
General Convention ' brothers in
Christian faith,’ there was deafening
approve!. Dr. Manning re
the
Mercier and his
| unprecedented welcome mark a new
epoch in Church unity, a unity not
of urmmutmna but of an apprecia
tion of Christian brotherhood and
fellowship.”

As

A BENEFICENT DREAM

More remarkable than the long
press account of the event in The
Transcrint was the editorial of that
paper, the leading daily paper of old
Paritan Boston. The Transoript's
editorinl was headed “A Beneflcent
Dream’’ and ran as follows :

“The magical words of Cardinal
mercier uttered before the General
Convention at Detroit, and the deep
inepiration of his appearance there,
will renew the hope, or at least stimu-
late the dream, of religious unity.
Dream, no doubt, the idea still is;
but peoples, nations, sects and con
gregations may well say, with Rabbi
Ben Ezra, 'What I aspired to be, and
was not, comforts me.’ The mere
dream of Christian reunion does the
world good, and does our country
good. It is ae Cardinal Mercier eaid
at Detroit : ‘There is a communion
in our minds, our hearts, our souls
in the respect and worship of a
common ideal ; we are brethren in
Christian faith ; our brotherly feel
ing is only a corollary of the Father-
hood of God. That such words
ghould be spoken by such a man,
preeminent in the ancient cummun
ion, in euch a place, is indeed a fore
taste and an earnest of unity of pur-
pose and ideal. Let men and women
dream this beneficent dream, and
feel the ssnse of brotherhood im-
parted by such a gracious appear
ance and message, and surely the
dream will begin to come true.

“Wa have only fo conesider the
suggestion of Cardinal Mercier's
appearance at Detroit to realize the
advance that our time has made, and
that America in partioular has made,
toward the removal of the old-world
and old-time bitternesses, the abate-
ment of old prejudices and enmities.
Contrast the mood of the convent on
at Detroit and the attitude of the
man who addressed it, with the
temper of our fathers toward the
Church which Cardinal Mercier
represente. To our fathers, the
word ‘brotherhnod' would have been

| rainbow of promise.”
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blagphemy in such a conaoection,
Contrast the deep wave of hopeful
feeling which the incident spreads
abroad over our whole country with
the bitter feud which rages between
the men of the t wo faiths in Ireland
today, We have regarded our multi
plicity of American sects as an indi
oation of religious chaos and flerce
disorder, but who knows that thie
diversity has not contributed to the
dissipation of the old animosities.
Where there almost as many sects
a8 there are individuals, there is at
least no longer the opportunity for
the hard and fast mutually destruc
tive religious dualism which hes
cursed the Christian world for so
many generations. In such wide
agreement to disagree, there may
indeed be the germ of a new and
common ideal. At least the mal
evolence of a single sharp religious
schism, as relentless as a blood feud,
has abated. Our hopes, our ideale.
instead of seeking to accentuate the
dlvlalou aspire toward the healing.
“In the mere nspiratifn there is
untold good. The appsarance of
Cardinal Mercier at the Detroit con
vention will mark an epgch. His |
visit to the United States, with his |
unlocking of all hearts, is like a
The Antidote.

CATHOLIC

In our day, w!
many Catholics

1en there are
who are maerely
nominal or ten or twenty five per
cent, Catholio, it is refreshing to find
real Catholice who are from ninety
to one hundred per cent. genu‘ne. As |
religion is not theory, but life, the
best and only practical method of
judging is to see how a person's life
conforms to the teachings and prac
tices of the Catholic Church,
Regularity in the reception of
sacraments, attendance at Maes and
faithfulness to daily pravers are
alwaye found in real Catholcs
Another wmark hiel toco
neglect in our y fidelity

d
observing the on Frida
y Eur

EO

day in
vbetinence
peans
riday
gacilons
families
in reg: o this ob
The general law of 8
all Catholics are obliged to
abetain from meat on Friday in recog
nition of the eacrifice of our Blessad
Lord oa the Crose. It ie high fitting
that the day on which the Redeemer
of the World shed His blood for saints
and sinners alike, that His followers
should make some sacrifice. In this
| epirit from tha early ages all Cathe
lice have denied themselves the use
of flesh meat on Friday

We are sorry to learn from various
sources which reem to
consideration that too
intelligent men and women are be
coming carelsss and even lax in
regard to this act of sacrifice. We

called best
eably lax
vrad

iarch

many cf our

| Abbot Bere,

over, its history

| nines

| to build
| dedicated to Ou

the

often |

nerit serious |
| the
| officers of his
|

hear not unfrequently of luncheons |

and entertainments given on Fridey
and evening where sand
are served and meats

are |

used, and many prominent Catholics |

do not hesitate to partake, much to
the ecandal of the intslligent non
Catholics. Such weakness is inex
nd is a sure indication
the faith of such people as well as
the epirit of sacrifice is degenerating.

a

In our day and in our couniry there |

is no excuse
banquets or

social
Friday,

for having
luncheons on

| and when it is found necessary Cat I‘-
liberal | olics,

worthy of the name,
bave character enough to
Some will say,
offend my hostes but no lady
would ba offeuded by a Catholic
observing a striot law of the Church.
Such weak-kneed Catholics give
much scandal. Protestants in place
of being edified, readily conclude
that the fidslity and Catholis epirit
of such people are only nominal.
Let ua have more of the good old
fashioned Catholice, who are not
seeking excuses for breaking the law.
True, the Church does not require
her children when traveling or when
necsesity obliges to part:ke of what
can be obtained under the conditions,
but it is not the spirit nor mind of
the -Church that our well-fed and
well-clad people should break so
lightly this important law of’ the
Church.—Intermountain Catholie.

ought to
abstain,
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MYSTERIOUS!
ARCHITECT'S STRANGE STORY
OF THE UNEARTHING OF
CATHOLIC SHRINES
Catholic News Service

London, Dec. 12.—A most remark-
able story, which passes comprehen-
gion, and from which good has
resulted, has just been told by the
architect, who is engaged on the
xoavations of Glastonbury Abbay.
Mr. Bligh Bond declared that his
excava ion of St. Elred Chapel end,
still’ more remarkable, the Iatest
excavation, which has unearthed the
Loretto Chapel, only mentioned by
one historian and entirely losk sight
of for many years, are the result of
assistance from the unseen. He and
a friend of Lis one night took a pen
cil betwesn their two hands, and
asked assietance from the wnknown
in unearthing the remains of this
béautiful Oatholic shrine. In re.
gsponse & plan was drawn on the
paper by the hand of the architect's
friend, showing the position of the
Loretto Chapel. More wonderfal
gtill, the plan was signed in Latin,
Gulielmus Monachus, William the
the Monk; and all the subsequent
communioations were in old English
or Latin. By means of this plan the
beausiful Italian ohapel, built by
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with & mission to Rome, fell among
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Bligh Bond is now appealing
for a national fu d to finish moxs
excavaticns, which he believes
yield rich results.
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Mr.,

to his faitl
het ing incident
has been related in cne of the French
papere, will serve to illustra
the Tablet) thai fidelity to
jon snd the senee of honor towards
his brother officers which is in such
fine contrast with tbe campaign of
spying and delation cerried on by
the Magonic Lindges on behalf of the
Ministry of War against those who
put their beliet in practice. It ap
pears that one day Colonel Petain, as
he then was, received a note from
Ministry, stating that several
regiment were attend
ing Maes in uniform, a violation of
the regulations which could nof
tolerated, and requesting him to
communicate the namee of the ofli
cers who were guilty of it. To this
Colonel sent the- following
crushing reply :—"' General, it is true
that several officers of regiment
attend Mass in oniform. Amongst

its colonel. But as he

a seat in front, he does not
e names of those who are
nd him.—Petain.’
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THE ONLY MEANS

In the sixteenth century St. Philip
Neri, tanght by his long experience
in ministering to souls, was in the
habit of saying that frequent Com
munion, united with devotion to the
Blessed Virgin, was the bes#, the only
means, especially for the young, to
preserve intact the purity of their
souls ; that it was by this alone they
could persevers in the faith, or make
progress in virtue, in the mid-4 of
the world. “Let us all go to the
Eucharistic Table,” he used to ex
claim : “let us go to it burning with
a moet ardent desire to nourigh our-
gelves with this sacred food. Let us
hunger for It, let ua huuoger for It.”

About the same time, S6.
of Sales, wrote in his work:
introduction fo a Devout

The
Life ;

he vowed |

Francis |

|
“Communicate frequently, Philothes,
and as often ae youcan , . . by ador-
ing, and eating beauty, goodness, and
purity Iteelt in this Divine Sacra
ment, you yourself will become alt~
| gether fair, altogether good, alto
| gether pure . .. il worldlinge aek
| you why you communicate so often,
\ tell them you do so bscause you wish
to learn to love God, to purify your
self from your defects, to rescue
yourgelf from your miseries, to re-
ceive comfort in your afflictions, to
be strengthened in your infirmities.”
~—Sentinal of the Blessed Sacrament.
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