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Raising English ¢« Wiltshire Bacon.

rHE BONUS SYSTEM INTRODUCED —THE C 3
IDEAL — BREEDING AND REARING — gllz(l)"sﬁél-t ®
BREEDING — SUMMER AND  WINTER
FEEDING COMPARED — AN ENG-

: | LIBH STY DESCRIBED.
v : (BY OUR ENGLISH CORRESPONDENT.)
Undoubtedly the prevalence of swine fever has
: eatly interfered with pig-rearing
in Britain. The restrictions imposed are sc vex-
atious and unequal that many farmers have been
much discouraged and have given ap breeding
pigs dtpgether Still ham and bacon_ are in de-
mand .n;“g,me one must supply it, be he home or
forei ucer, and to encourage home
tion Messrs. Harris & Co., of Calne, invited breed-
ers and feeders to send their fay pigs direct to their
factory, where they are slanghtered and weighed
and the current price forwarded to the owner.
This plan of estimating the value of pigs according.
to their weight, substance and form appears to stim-
ulate pig feeders to breed and fatten the very best
gigs‘, as the benefit is shared by the owner with the
uyer, In fact, Messrs. Harris give a bonus of
23. 61. on eruoh ig which comes up to a certain
standard of merit. The feeder who furnishes the
best fat reaps a considerable benefit, sufficient
to reward for the extra cost, care and trouble
required to produce first-class bacon pigs. The
qmﬁ-mwingl. eula—mtudng is now pre-
fe to the little, fat, puggy pig. or the coarse,
g:;g:om .;)ig,_ which has now almost if not alto-
Each locality feeds for its requirements, and
tastes in counties differ. The *cut” of a hﬂt or
side of bacon is regulated by local custom, and this
is pre-e'minentl the case in *“Wiltshire” or ** Irish.”
Neither does the cure differ,—only the manner of
cutting.  Of ‘course, the pi‘{: slaughtered should
be of a aize suited to the business in d, and if to

be cut for * Wiltshire” sides should weigh from |

180 to 200
gide, abou
tion' of fat,

unds. ' This would give &
72 pounds, without 8‘; ‘,\md?:t i

. shirés, Tamworths, and Yorkshires (or crosses) are
pe&-,“.!

well adapted for pork or bacon, but l(nbré es
for the latter. e large proportion
of lean meat and the admix ‘of ;
lean and fat. render Berkshires su-
perior to any other: pure breed for
bacon. But of late years thousands
of fat pigs have been sent from the
midlands and eastern counties into .
Wilts. and Somerset. Not only so, |
but the gemeral gquality, form and
gize of the midland counties pig are
said to be exactly such as are re-:
quired in the manufacture of the
most valuable bacon and bams. 1f
this be the case, which I v much
doubt, it does seem strange that the
bacon-curing industry has not taken
hold of the midlands, since labor is
nearly as cheap there asin ‘Wiltshire
and Somerset. -

THE PREFERRED BREEDS.

Various breeds are erred in
different localities, and the bacon
ig of Cumberland ‘would not be
n Wiltshire. The neat Berkshire, the
big White Yorkshire, the
the Tamworth,

and crosses therefrom,
mostly used for bacon and ham. Bacon -curers
like & wéll-formed, compact

animal, fine in bone,

profitable prices.
Yorkshire pigs were not slow ind
the easiest way of obtaining early maturity was by
crossing the large, middle and small white pigs in-
minately, or to matea small white boar witha
large white sow possessing substance and quality
Subsequently the Tamworth was taken in band lx
several breeders for the purpose of crossing wi
fat pigs so as to Fleue e bacon-curer. Mr.
Samrers Spencer, Holywell Manor, favors the
White Yorkshire pigs — large, middle, and small,
and crosses therefrom—for bacon and hams ; while
Mr. John T. Keddie, manager of the Model Farm
at Blythwood in Essex, belonging to Sir James
Blyth, Bart., says & good word for the Berkshire.
He observes: * The Improved Berkshire stands at
the top of the list of all breeds for the production
of the best bacon and ham and for general utility.
They are short in the leg, with bone just sufficient

very fine hair, t

Coarse_hair and bristles in

coarse offal, and generally & bad feeder.
¢« BREEDING AND REARING.

forced young,
which have been prepared for ex :
object of breeding from them, as they invariably

breed badly if it all. The breeding animals should
not be forced and made fat, but kept in a good,
ition with boiled potatoes or other
and mixed meals, including a little
bean meal. The pigs should have plenty of exer-
cise in a nice, cool, 8 ady field during the summer,
with a shed or yard to run into, and in winter
furnished with a warm, roomy. covered yard.
Young, well-grown SOWS are usually put to the
boar about nine months old, and about a week
before they are due to farrow they are put in a

roduc- g‘“‘

or a ham about ten pounds. Bgi‘k: :

+ | of labor often causes

* | really

g(:xrie:h glaeue away, from the omrs. :hich is kept
ﬁ;oumr. ¥:€ nia:hm hig; :&%&r&

s 4 :
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mother 1 on the

:edding m time
oun, are

weekg gllx..md
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CROSS-BREEDING.

On the question of cross-breeding, Mr. Keddie
3 "Now,ahommmhhbm-mdﬂ.
3 _with the .

or J
AND MATCHLESS

. MILDRED WON IST AT
THEY WERE ALSO

ONS WERE REV
WINNERS IN 1897.

bred together, produce
and character to animals of the
their nts. The blood
than does that
common, or not having
originated from somew
fore it is deemed advisa
pose two breeds or
qualities in common.
SUMMER FEEDING MOST PROFITABLE.

In Britain it frequently that the pig
breeder is not the feeder or fattener. This division
i t be moved on account of -pzel:
young pigs canno moved on
restricgonl. On some farms the uce can be
more profitably utilized with breeding sows and

than by or reverse.

tpigl than to breed

not of that way of thinking. He believes in

bination of the ng and

farmer is thus enabled to possess

will fatten more and

at market. Mr. Spencer says that * Dairy offals

with {n summer and roots in winter,

keep the sows in

beans or peas were given

three weeks prior to

well-bred sows

allowed the run of a grass

drink. In‘some districts s strong objection exists

against allowing to feedona ; but we

hold to the belief that no cheaper or quicker plan

can be followed to improve land than by

fnzing it with pigs which also receive additional
roduced on the farm, whether it be skim or

butter milk, whey or corn. beans or maize

should be well soaked, or & proportion of

will through the undigested.”
tes that an

winter and ninety-nine summer experime

carried out. Each ment included
animals, and about 5,000 were utilized.
animals ate very little more in winter than in
summer, but 4.4 pounds, or nearly }§ pound more

t

food, was required to produce one
O e 1 Sintacthen
eight per cent. of food was saved
pi'-inmmmerneompuedwml '
SANDERS SPENCER'S BREEDING PENS. - .
Great differences exist in the housing of p
comfortable

¥ J. & W. B. WATT, BALEM,
LOR (IMP ), AND ARE VERY ¢
SND, WHILE

The directors of the Nova Seotia Provizeial Exhibiti
held at Halifax, Sept. 22nd to 20th, bad made provial
what promised to be the most successful event of the kind
concerned it was fully up to thelr expestations, the ntries
in live stock and agricultural and horticultural producty
being large and of excellent quality ; but the elements were
decidedly against the msnsgement, and three solid days of
rain proved a damper on their spirits and diminished the
attendance to such an extent that a considerable deficit had 57
to be faced. On the odd fine days granted the attendance
was very good, being estimated at from 15,000 to 20,000,
The exhibition is held under the joint suspices of the Pro,
vincial Government and the City of Halifax, & board of
commissioners composed of representatives of each of these
having charge of the mansgement of the show, & fortunate .
arrargement, as the deficit will not serionsly affect any
individusl. The exhibition grourds at Halifax are roomy
and well planned, the main building being very large and
handsome, the stock barns and sheds comfortable and well
arranged, snd the half-mile driving track a first-class one.
The commissioners in charge of the various depsrtments are
faithful in the discharge of their duties, and all the officials
courteous snd attentive to the wantsof exhibitors and

visitors.
HORSES. :

The display of orses in the harness-classes wes very - -
good, the entries being numerous and the quality, in many
cases, of & high order. In the breeding classes the animals
were not shown in the blooming condition weare accustomed
to see them brought and while
there were many exce
Clyde breeds, and some very good
roadster olasses, the moderate condition in whieh
presented fails to inspire enthusissm. . :

CATTLE.

The cattle classes, both in the beef and
were well filled with meritorions animals, -fitt

exceedingly creditable to their owners, Prof. .
Ontario cultural College, was the single jnd;oL




