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Land Tax Not Sufficient 
for Cities.
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Protection and Profit
Farmers who have read the platform of 

the Canadian Council of Agriculture 
will recall, that one of the planks of this 
platfonti is the taxation of unimproved 
land values. The problem of taxation 
is always interesting, and in view of the 
fact that farmers generally seem to' prefer 
a more direct method of taxation than 
that- imposed by customs tariffs, a recent 
article by G. D. Mackie, City Com­
missioner of Moose Jaw, on the subject 
of the land tax is interesting. This 
article appeared in a recent issue of The 
Financial Post, and we quote herewith 
such parts as state the views of Mr. 
Mackie most concisely. Mr. Mackie 
first of all states that whereas the debt of 
the Province of Saskatchewan is $39.83 
per capita, that of the urban municipalities 
is $184 per capita, proving that the 
problems connected with municipal 
finance are very important and must not 
be overlooked in the propounding of 
general schemes *of taxation. “The first 
principle of taxation,’’ he said, “deals 
with the mode of apportionment,” and 
he finds that no better principle, has yet 
set forth than that laid down by Adam 
Smith, the Scottish economist, who says, 
"the subject of every State ought to con­
tribute to the support of the Government 
as nearly as possible in proportion to their 
respective abilities; that is, in proportion 
to the revenue which they respectively 
enjoy under the protection of the State. 
In the observation or neglect of this 
maxim consists what is called the equality 
or inequality of taxation.”

■ “The Government,” said Mr. Mackie, 
"followed a system which failed to stand 
the strain of the six years of financial 
depression through which we have just 
passed. The error was made of assuming 
that the influence of social evolution upon 
values was confined to real estate, and 
of overlooking both the duty of other 
classes of property to pay for special 
service received and the administrative 
inefficiency of a single tax to support 
separate civil divisions of Government.” 
He says it is absurd as far as urban land 
is concerned to say that land only is a 
community product, and alone should 
contribute to the community revenue, 
and that buildings are the product of 
individual production and should be 
exempt. “There is no such thing as 
individual production,” we are told. 
“All wealth is made by exploiting com­
munity conditions, including the needs 
and services of labor. Prior to 1910 
the tax base in the cities was distributed 
almost equally between land and im­
provements; in 1913 it was almost wholly 
on land; but, while land still forms the 
base, the burden is being generally, 
if perhaps all too slowly, shifted to other 
shoulders not more willing, but, in the 
speaker's opinion, more able to bear 
taxation.

“In the City of Moose Jaw, with an 
area of 9,700 acres, there are approxi­
mately 61,000 lots, and the owners of 
13,634 of these lots have handed them 
over to the city rather than continue to 
pay taxes on them. The total land 
assessement of the city this year is 
approximately $1.5,000,000, and of this 
amount fully $3,000,000 has to be de­
ducted, being the assessment of the land 
acquired through tax sale, and as it is 
impossibility to raise the necessary 
revenue to run the city from the balance 
of the land assessement, the problem 
has to be faced, whether to our liking or 
not, of looking to other sources for the 
raising of the necessary revenues. This 
is no question of theory, it is a stern, hard 
fact. It is useless and foolish for cities 
to continue to assess one-fifth to one- 
third of the land at assessments which bear 
no relation to their actual value, for 
such land cannot produce the required 
revenue. In addition to the uselessness 
and folly of such procedure, there is a 
more serious charge, violation of contract 
between the community and the land 
owners, which contract requires in the 
present state of the law that “land shall 
be assessed at its fair actual value.” 
This continual violation of contract 
between the t il y and the owner strikes 
at the root of till progress and results 
in paralysis. Who can spend money 
improvements in a community which 
ignores the rights of the other party of 
the contract ? So, then, apart from any 
question of equity, cities must look to 
some other source than land for the 
purpose of raising its revenues. But is 
the raising of taxation by taxing im-

When money is in a Savings Account in 
The Merchants Bank, it is absolutely safe 
from loss, as far as you are concerned. 
All the time it is here, it is earning interest 
—so that the bank actually pays you to left 
it take care of your money. Don’t cany 
unneeded sums on your person or hide 
them at home. Protect them against loss, 
theft and fire by opening a savings account
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Head Office: Montreal. OF CANADA Established 1864. Sho
With its 27 Branches in Manitoba. 41 Branches in Saskatchewan, 69 Branches in Alberta, 8 Branches 
in British Columbia, 119 Branches in Ontario, 37 Branches in Quebec, 1 Branch in New Brunswick 
and 2 Branches in Nova Scotia serves Rural Canada most effectively. Oxfoi
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Danger Often Lurks in 
Household Utilities. Alonso IV

Man
We, as a people, are so accustomed to 

the use of electricity, gas, etc., that we 3 
forget that we are subjecting ourselves 
to many dangers by not properly looking 
after the silent servants we are using.

All electric light fixtures used in the 
house should be so placed that they | 
cannot be reached while one is in metallic 
contact with the ground. If it is im­
possible to arrange the switches, sockets, j 
etc., at such distances then porcelain ; 
protected fixtures should be used. If 
one is in contact with metallic connection, g 
and touches one of the fixtures, there is a 
possibility if the wires leading to the J 
house having become in contact with 
high potential wires and a charge of 
electricity may be sent through the body 
producing very serious results. While 
results as indicated are unusual, yet the | 
condition may arise at any time.

All gas fixtures should be inspected 
at not too infrequent periods to see that 
all joints are tight. If an odor of gas 
is in a room and cannot be accounted for 
an inspection should be made immediately 
as the gas used is a deadly poison, 
flames front burning gas as for heating 
should have a screen protection around it.

C arelessness is responsible for a great 
many accidents which might easily have 
Iteen avoided. Let’s use a little thought 
for protection.—Fred G. Person, Color­
ado Agricultural College, Fort Collins,
Col.
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THE ROYAL BANK OF CANADA
m Reserve Funds 

$16,000,000
Capital Paid-up 

$15,090,000

Total Assets, $430,000,000

This Bank, with its large resources, and its chain of 500 
branches from Newfoundland to the Pacific Coast, offers a 

COMPLETE BANKING SERVCIE 
to the Canadian Farmer, Rancher, Dairyman, etc.

FARMERS’ ACCOUNTS SOLICITED

THE GENERAL ANIMALS INS. CO. OF CANADA
71 A ST. JAMES, MONTREAL

LIVE STOCK INSURANCE
AGAINST LOSS THROUGH DEATH BY ACCIDENT OR DISEASES

SPECIAL RATES for Registered Cattle and Horses. Short term Insurance 
at low rates for Show Animals, Feeding Cattle, Animals shipped by rail 

or water. In-foal mares. In-calf cows, Stallions, etc.
WRITE US FOR FREE PROSPECTUSES

Address: THE GENERAL ANIMALS INS. CO.
71 A St. James Street, Montreal.

JOHN H. HARRIS, Inspector, 31 Scott Street, Toronto. Phone Adelaide 2740
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->■ Reduces Strained,
Lymphangitis, Poll 
Boils, Swellings; Stops Lameness 
and allays pain. Heals Sores, Cuts, 
Bruises, Boot Chafes. It is a
SAFE AITISEPTIC AID GERMICIDE

Does not blister or remove the 
hair and horse can be worked. Pleasant to use. 
#2.50 a bottle, delivered. Describe your case 
for special instructions and Book 5 R free.
ABSORBINE, JR., indsepdc Uniment for msnkind. re­
duces Strains, Painful. Knotted. Swollen Veins. Concen­
trated—only a few drops requited tt in eeslkstioo. Price 
SL2S per bools it deulcn or delivered.
W. F. YOUNG, P. D. F., $58 Lyman’s Bldg., Montreal
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FOR SALE

Hackney Stallion
is

“Mainspring” —721
Dark chestnut and star. Eight yeats old. 
Bred by Senator Beith, Bowmanville, and 
stood in his studluntil his Dispersion Sale. 
Dam,’ “Waverley Flora” (Imp.) —440. 
Sire, "Terrington Cetewayo” (Imp.) —401. 
This horse has proved to bé an exception­
ally good sire. Beautiful all-round action, 
sound and quiet.
g. w. McLaughlin & son

Oshawa, Ontario
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Horses by Thoroughbred or Standard- 
bred Stallion, 3 to 4 years. Not 

under 15.3 hands. Must be sound. 
Weighing not less than l,p50 nor 

1,250. Good long neck and 
sloping shoulders. Apply

Box 8, Farmer’s Advocate, Toronto
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Messrs. A. J. Hickman&Co.
Halse Grange, Brackley,

Egerton, K
Exporters of all breed|-pf stock, draft horses, 
cattle and show and field sheep are specialties.

You can buy imported stock through us cheaper 
than in any other way, and we hope to get your 
enquiry at once, so that we can fit you out before 
this country is skinned of good stock, as it soon 
will be now the war is over.

England (late of 
ent)
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After the third addition to the family 
it became necessary to secure the ser­
vices of a permanent nurse. “Now, mv 
husband is very particular whom I en­
gage as a nurse,” said the mistress to a 
girl who had applied for the position. 
“He wishes me to go into the most 
minute details about your qualifications. 
Do you know how to prepare food? Can 
you sew and mend? Do you mind sit­
ting up late at night? Are you faithful 
and devoted, and have you a kind, fin­
ing disposition? 
cuse me, ma’am ; am I to take care of 
the baby or your husband?” replied the
girl.
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THE
MOLSONS

BANK
Established in 1855 

Capital and Reserve $3,800,000 
Over 100 Branches.

Offers good banking facilities 
to Merchants, Manufact­
urers and Farmers who re­
quire credit to extend their 
operations.

Savings Department con­
ducted on up-to-date system.
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