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down in England, is constantly cracked up in France. Thus 
is prosperous and enterprising France an enemy of State 
Socialism ; whereas business Englishmen could do, or think 
they could do, with, at all events, a few mild instalments of 
it. Busy France is in the same regard distrustful of Socialism 
in general, while it has, to a great extent, called itself Socialist 
these ten years. Instalments are accepted because Labour 
clearly insists upon them ; but the middle classes, even when 
advertising their adherence to Socialism, are preoccupied with 
the need of safeguarding individualism. The French govern­
ing mind will always be ready enough to govern in and out of 
season ; it will be only too ready to adopt principles of benevo­
lent despotism and to allow freedom to take care of itself. 
The enterprising leaders of the bourgeoisie feel that theirs must 
be the reverse function. State Socialism may succeed only 
too easily in France ; their care must be for that safeguarding 
of the individual at which an enlightened Socialism, if Social­
ism there is to be, must simultaneously aim. In this way is 
the French bourgeoisie “ discovering ” individualism.

In Parliamentary life, French and English Labour parties, 
or Socialist parties—to use the everyday English and French 
terms, which are practically equivalent—are travelling in oppo­
site directions for the present. The most obvious difference is 
superficial and passing. Union on one side and division on 
the other are due to difference of age in Parliamentary political 
existence. The old English political parties, of course, began 
long ago splitting up; the French Parliament did long ago 
split up. But the Labour movements in both countries are 
doing exactly the reverse. If French Socialism is now 
“unified,’’ it was for years divided into factions. Unlike 
most of the other political parties in France, it has in its 
evolution not forgotten but learnt party discipline. But it 
began by scorning discipline on principle, and the various 
English Labour parties have apparently made the same begin­
ning. Barring accidents, the evolution will continue logically. 
It is not a rash forecast to imagine that, while the historic


