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As à leper might watch for the 
dread signs of the scourge in his 
oflspi ing. »o John Fierce witched for 
the dawning of cowardice in his boy. 
The fear that this trail should even
tually crop out was with him night 
arid day, for he was a coward him
self There were times when, alone 
in the night with his soul, the hot 
fire of shame burned his cheeks as 
he lemembered this and that and the 
other time when he had failed to come 
up to the measure of manhood; when 
fear had gripped and throttled him 
in the very moments that a sturdy 
heart and a steady nerve would 
have saved him from self-ignominy; 
when fate bad held out to hyn op
portunities of redemption il>JI had 
been forfeited through his own puer
ile will.

Yet the man had been lucky, for 
the secret of the craven timidity 
that blotted and blurred and stained 
his waking and sleeping conscious
ness was still his own. True, there 
was one who might have told, but 
that one was dead, gone down be
neath a rushing, muddy flood, with 
his scornfully accusing eyes fixed on 
where John Pierce stood, white-faced, 
fear-palsied, upon the hank. And from 
those ryes John Pierce never es
caped

Sometimes when, in the brooding 
night, those eyes had awakened him 
from sleep, he was glad to reflect, 
looking upon the tangle of brown 
hair that lay upon the white pillow 
beside his own, that she had never 
known this despicable side of bun, 
and, please Gotl, she uevei should 
know' She was his strength, his 
courage, the dauntless spirit that 
had been left out of his own make
up. and he felt from the first that 
with her by his side he could do and 
dare, even to the laying down of life 
itself. Hut ah! he dreaded the test.

As time wore on, as they grew 
nearer to each other's souls and saw 
more clearly into the dimmer corners 
of each Other's hearts, if the woman 
came to have an inkling of this 
shame spot in him, she made no sign 
except, peihaps, that she pitied and 
piolected and loved him the more, 
and gave him of her own abundant 
fearlessness so that his self-torture 
and abasement before the tribunal of 
his own conscience became less fre
quent and less poignant.

Then came the child, and his dread 
took on a new phase. To be a cow
ard himself—and to know it—that 
was misfortune deep and terrible, hut 
to perpetuate cowardice in the world 
—that were a crime Each shrill 
faint cry that wailed out into the 
darkness found him awake—wondering 
and dreading. Each childish terror 
found him frowning, a moiety of his 
self-hate, at such moments, passing 
on to the boy.

They said that the child was “the 
image of his father,” and it was. 
Fresh cause lor anxiety. If they two 
were so strikingly alike in physical 
attributes, all the more reason for 
the father to look for a spiritual 
replica in his son.

When the boy was about five years 
old he came Hying into the house one 
night from an outdoor errand, pant
ing and crying, lie was afraid of the 
dark!

John Pierce himself, i hough lie had 
set his reason against it, though he 
had called sternly upon his man
hood for support, though he had up
braided himself step by step, had 
always been afraid of llie dark and of 
lonesome places. It was not a1 
moral cowardice, but a timidity of 
the heart and blood and habit that he 
could no more help than a child can 
help being born with a mole or a 
birthmark. Hv sheer will he had 
walked through tlie terrors of dark
ness and loneliness with a firm tread, 
hut his heart had pouinhd in Ins 
throat and there had lieen that cow
ard chill in his blood, always

lie was stricken wi*h anguish by 
the recurrence of this trait in the 
child, and it took the form of half 
anger. He took the boy back out
doors, showed him that 1here was 
nothing to fear and. leaving him there 
In the darkness alone, came in and
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November, 1902, 
my son Lauren, was 
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vhild. His lungs be
came so swollen that 
his heart wav pressed 
oxer to the right 
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think we paid $ 140 to 
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taken a drop of medicine since that time.
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closed the door upon him. The child 
sobbed in an Agony of terroi. beat
ing his lists upon the door until his 
mother let him in.

‘‘You are too har^h with him, 
John," she protested

“He must not glow up a coward,” 
he declared

“But he is only a bain yel. John, 
and somebody has doubtless hern 
scaring him with foolish tales. Look 
at him. He’s such a little, little 
fellow.”

He has the same material in him 
now that he will have when he is a 
man," he retorted, and turned to his 
newspaper with a finality that closed 
the argument.

He was impatient of his wife’s ten
derness to himself that night, de
fending himself by this attitude 
against the accusation lie wj- afraid 
he might meet in hei ga/e Before 
he went to bed he paused at the crib 
of his son and looked, with a re
vulsion lhaf amounted almost to dis
like, upon the sleeping boy —yet at 
that moment he loved the child more 
passionately than ever. He realized 
in a dim, groping wax. that this an
omaly existed, and he feared lest his 
wife should divine his feeling and its 
cause.

At nine years old the box came 
home from school one evening with 
bruised and blood\ fin e, and, mine, 
threw himself into his mother s arms. 
He had been in a fight with a bigger 
boy, and had been badly worsted His 
mother wanted to go out and hunt 
the bigger boy’s home and have him 
punished—to make some one suffer 
for the hurt done to her own fic^h 
and blood. She was set upon the 
matter, her mother aggressiveness all 
aflame, and she had made inquiries by 
the time her husband had come home.

“Let the thing drop 'ight where it 
is,” he said sternly. “Our hoy 
fought and got whipped, then he came 
home and cried. 1 have a notion to 
whin him myself for it

“But thic was a hig hnv and a bullv 
—and he did not fight fair The other 
boys who saw it all sav that.”

“It makes no difference. He should 
have taken his whipping like a man. 
And he should not have cried The 
boy has a streak of yellow in him."

For one instant his wife's eyes 
flashed—and then she saw in the half 
averted face a glimpse of the pain 
that had made her husband so bitter 
and unjust. She paled and was sil
ent, but she held the box. oh‘ so 
closely and tenderly, as she put him 
to bill that night

At fourteen the boy was in a run
away and jumped out of the carriage, 
leaving the young man who was 
driving to conquer the team as best 
he could His father thrashed him 
for it. The mother protested.

“Why, he might have been killed, 
John1" she exclaimed pale to the 
lips.

“Wouldn’t that have been almost 
better?" he demanded.

The thing by tiiis time had become 
an obsession with him. lie brooded 
over it. and there were times when 
his brooding broke out in m >st un
just severity. In spite of the harsh
ness. however, the boy and he were 
not estranged. Some s*rnng bond of 
sympathy, secret and deep as the 
xxéll springs of life itself, m' 'meil to 
bind them firmly together. In all ex
cept Hus one thing they were in per
fect accord and understanding with 
each other, preserving the ideal of 
chumship to a degree unusual be
tween father and son

Youtli passed and voirv: manhood 
came to take its place Through all 
the years the father, abnormally sen
sitive upon this one point had little 
result of all his watching. As a 
matter of fact his son was the av
erage. normal young man, and had 
been neither conspicuouslx raven nor 
heroic at any time in his life. Only 
in his father's distorted vision had he 
been remiss in manhood, for there 
had been no test strong enough to 
delve to the very fibre of his virility

There must, however, come to every 
nan the white-hot te^t that shall 
prove him gold or dross, and that 
test came to the Pierces, father and 
son together, at one of those tiiic*- 
summer hotels which an absence of 
adequate fire laws permits to be 
built in ' n-of-the wax places. Cheap 
rates had attracted the Pierces to 
tins place for their two weeks of 
hard-earned outing, and upon the very 
first night of their stax a tire broke 
out. The guests, almost cutiielx 
women and children, huiricd out half 
dressed and huddled together in front 
of the building. A liasix count was 
taken, and it was thought that all 
were accounted for, when, from a 
third-story window, a white arm was 
waved, and it was suddenly I'ehiem- 
bered, with a thrill of horror, that 
upon that floor was a crippled wo
man.

As John Pierce looked ihe old fear 
gripped ai his heart, froze his blood, 
checked Ills pulse, dl ied his tOUgUx 
left him breathless, paralyzed, strick
en to stone. The lire had started in 
the basement, and already the lirst 
Hi mm was belching smoke and fiâmes 
from every opening, the windows 
being all wide open and the house of 
frame as dry as tinder. Little ten
drils of smoke were beginning lo curl 
from the second floor windows, and 
the red glow inside that story gave 
warning of what was quickly to hap
pen there and above.

The mai. felt a touch upon his arm. 
His wife stood beside him. her eyes 
shining with a something that at first 
he could not understand—a something 
thaï started the chilled blood to 
mounting towards his cheeks— that, 
thrilled him inexpressibly in that 
tense instant There was self-abne
gation in her steadfast look—and 
more, there was proud faith and con 
fidence in him! In that moment hers 
was a holy face, mirroring forth a 
human reflectlou of the high purpose 
that ha~, in distant ages, found its 
glorious fulfillment upon the cross, 
and as be looked upon it, ,1c,inn Pierce

knew that his supreme moment was 
at hand.

He looked, dazed, to Ills other side. 
There, his face pale and his eyes star
ing at that far window, stood his! 
sou, stnekei. dumb with Ihe fascina- 
lion of horror.

Tin* idt hei 1 ui ned a ■ a y I 
and something—anger with his son 
or fury with himself, he could not 
tell at that moment—rose hot within 
him. The thoughts of all his life 
came seething down upon him in a 
tumult. For a long moment he 
looked, dazait. not upon the rolling 
smoke and darting flames, hut upon 
a foolish little lap dog that was ner
vously dancing and barking at the 
lire. And around that ineotigiturns 
picture he wove the problem of his 
soul—and solved it.

“Ood help us!" he suddenly cried 1 
“Are xxe Imih cowards’'"

He turned fiercely toward his right, 
but his son was not there—lie had 
probably slipped further back in the 
fear-stricken crowd. Pierce again 
felt that touch—like no other touch 
in the world—upon his left arm. anil 
turned to find his wife smilim: up at | 
him and wiping away tears that 
arose from some st ramie new emo
tion T|#e rapt and ■Unified look
upon lier face caught his attention lor 
foi a moment, and through his dazed 
comprehension he realized that it 
comported with a new birth that was 
struggling for life within hi< own 
heart. She tried to tell him her new 
iot, but he could not bear. Some
thing within had seemed to loosen its 
icx hold upon him. He clasped her ii* 
his arms and kissed her, ami then, 
scarcely knowing how lie had been 
impelled to do it, he ran toward the 
burning building. suddenly. so 
swift lx- and so gloriously that it had 
overwhelmed him. his emaneipation 
had come His freed heart sang ex
ultantly as. covering his nostrils 
with his arm and bending his head 
low, he dashed up the stone steps 
and through the broad, smoke-cur
tained doors, followed a moment af
ter hx first one man and then hv an
other who had needed but the exam
ple

The stairs were burning, hut they 
still held, and he dashed to the hall 
above, where the breeze that blew in 
from the side and fanned the flames 
into fresh fury, at the same time 
cleared a portion of the smoke from 
his path The staiis from the second 
floor to the third were still intact, 
and lie started iO scale them, that 
exultant song s ill thrilling his heart 
and struggling song still thrilling his 
heart and struggling for expression 
upon liis lips

U the turn of the first landing hv 
met a young nan coming down, car
rying I lie cri ipled woman

“Boy!" he cried, and then, as he 
pressed bark against the wall to let 
the rescuer hu tv bv, he hurst into 
tears. The voung man was his son. 
The boy had gone to the rear of the 
building, where he had reasoned out 
a clearer path through the flanns. 
This, then, was what his wife had 
been trying to tell him: this was the 
joy that had shone in her beloved 
eyes' The young man smiled fondly 
upon his father as he strode on xvith 
his burden, and then was swallowed 
from .sight in the smoke. John 
Pierre, oblivious to his own danger 
in contemplation of the wonders that 
had come upon him, turned to "fol
low, stumbled and fell, striking his 
head upon the newel post.

HaP an hour later, bruised and 
burned hut not dangerously injured, 
he awoke to find himself lying under 
tlie trees upon a rot, and his son 
his own son—his son—bending over 
him.

His wife, calm and proud in lier 
justified faith, tried to keep him ly
ing quietly as lie was. but he gently 
pressed her aside and. clambering to 
the ground, knelt beside the cot and 
lifted up his face to the stats

"Thank God* Thank God'" lie
in
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Homestead Regulations

sobbed, and then moved his lips 
silent, broken prayei 

They of the helpful throng 
that he was metelx nixing 
because all of them had been 
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thought 
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V NT even numbered section of Dominion 
■»i- lands in Manitoba or the Northwest 
Province», excepting h and llti, not reeerv- 
»U. may be homesteaded upon by any per- 
»on who is the sole head of a family, or 
any male over 18 year» of age, to the ex
tent of one-quarter section, of ltki acres, 
more or leas.

Entr> may be made personally at the 
local land office for the district In which 
the land to be taken is situated, or if the 
homesteader desire**, he may, on appli -a 
tion to the Minister of the interior, Otta-

_1 wa. the Commissioner of Immigration,
Winnipeg, or the local agent for the dis- 
Irict in which the land is situate, receive 
authority tor some one to make entry for 
him.

HOMESTEAD DUTIES : A settler who 
has been granted an entry for a home
stead ia required to peuform the condi 
lions connectai! therewith under one of the 
following plans :

ll) At least six months' res.dt.lce upon 
and cultivation of the land in each year 
dui.ng the term of three years.

Xil) If the father lor mother, :f the 
father is deceased) of any person who 1» 
eligible to make a homestead entry undet 
ihe provisions of this act res.des upun a 
farm in the vicinity of the land entered 
foi b z such person as a homestead, the 
requl.-ement* of this act as tv residence 
P" or to obtaining patent may lw satisfied 
by such person res d ng with me father 
or mother.

,3i If the settler has his permanent re- 
s dence up-*n farming land owned by him 
n the vicinity of his homestead, the re

quirements of this act as to residence may 
he satisfied by residence upon the said 
land

APPLICATION FOR PATENT shoulu 
he made at the end of three years, before 
the lxical Agent, Sub-Agent or the Home
stead Inspector.

Before making application for pateni 
t:e settlei must give six months' not et 
n wr.tlng to the Comm ssmner of Domln- 
on Lands at Ottawa of his Intention to 

do so.
SYNOPSIS OF CANADIAN NORTH 

WEST MINING REGULATIONS. 
Coal,—Coal lands may lie purchased a‘ 

#10 per acre for soft coa! and #31 for an
thracite. Not more than 320 acres can 
be acquired by one individual or company. 
Royalty at the rate of ten cents per ton of 
ii.'Mi pounds shall be collected on the 
gross output.

guart*.—A free miner's cert.flcate Is 
granted upon payment in advance of $7.So 
per annum for an indu .dual, and from 
to $lou per annum for a company, aecord- 
T.g to capital.

A free miner, having discovered mineral 
n place, may locate a claim 1,500 x 1,500 

feet.
The fee for recording a claim is S3 
At least #100 must be expended on the 

claim each year or paid to the mining re- 
order in lieu tr.e-.r-)r. When $500 ha» 

, , . . , , been expended or paid, the locator may.
I had in»l taken enough to mot upon having a survey made, and upon

the Kidnvx disease out entiielx hoW- I complying with other requirements, pur
chase the land at $1 an acre.

ever, and the following winter I was The patent provides for the payment of 
troubled with pains in m> back and a royalty of 2% percent, on the sale»
Im.bs Then 1 got more of Dodd, | ^-ACro-int^efetm. g^tyw;
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It’s not so much tile 3 
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lators. Sums of 25c a 
week upwards received.

THE YORK COINTY
LOANS’ SAVINGbCO.
JOSEPH PHILLIPS, Pres.

OFFICE 243Ronccsvallea.lToronto
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NOW HE HAS A

GOOD STRONG BACK
WHAT IXIDD'S 

FOR H
kIDXKA PILLS DID 
II SHEARS.

Thought he Would have to 
Stop work but the Great Can
adian Kidney Remedy Made 
Him Strong and Actjve.

Amlgoaish, N.S., Oct 23.—(Spe
cial).—Mr. H M. Spears, a well- 
known farmer lixtng near here, is 
shouting the praises of Ibnld's Kid
ney Pills. “When I came to Nota 
Scotia about six years ago," says 
Mr. Speais. "1 was so tloubli-d xxilti 
Backache 1 began to think I could 
not attend to business. However, I1 
got a box of Dodd.s Kid Hex Pills and 
was able to attend to work.

Kidney Pills and after using three 
boxes all my pains and lameness left 
me.

"I vau t say too much in favor of;
Dodd's Kidney Pills. They put me in 
a way to attend to business after 
two doctors had failed I was a 
cheesrmaker for years, but now I am 
a farmer with a good strong back "

Lame back is the first sxiupu-m ol 
Kidney Disease Cure it with Dodd’s
Kidney PUIs and yon will never have , < h —Unauthorised publient on ef
Bright s Disease I novvrUsvmeet will not bv paid for.

yearly
A free miner may obtain two leasee to 

dredge for gold of five miles each for a 
term of twenty years, renewable at the 
diecretion of the Minlater of the Interior. 1

The lessee shall have a dredge In oper- 
*t:on within one season from the date ot 
the leas# for each five miles. Rental. $10 
per annum for each mile of river leaeed. 
Royalty at the rate of it* per cent, col
le *ted un the output after It exceeds $16.-

EXCELSI0E LIFE
Insurance Company

Htad Office—TORONTO

Some Salient Features from Re
port of 1904.

Insurance in force - #7.646,798.35
Increase. 24 percent., #1,474,192 85 

New Insurance issued - $2,238,157.00
Increase, 26 per cent., $600,958.75 

Cash Income, Premiums,
Interest, etc - - $283,546.51
Increase. 26 per cent, #57,566.09 

Total Expense. Payments
to Policy-holders,etc. - #166,931.19 

Interest Revenue alone more than pays 
Death Claims.

Death Claims during year - #38,517.00
Rate per 1.000 means Insurance in force 

5.56 per cent.
Average annual Death

Rate 14 yrs. 2 mos. - 3.54 per 1000 
The lowest rate on record for any Com

pany of same age.
Reserve ( being in excess 

of Gov4 standard) - - #744,074.4q
Increase, 23 j>er cent., #:39.;26.12 

Total Assets for Policy-
holders security, liai., - $1,253,216.05 

#1.67 for every dollar of liability, includ- 
iflg Reserve.

Net Suipluv on Policv-
homers Account - - - #84,141.56

Reserves tor seven years on Hm. table. 
Interest at 3‘x percent.

Interest earned on mean Net Assets,
6 33 per cent.

Agents Wanted

E. MARSHALL, Secretary.
DAVID FASKEN, lreeident.

MEMORIALS
GRANITE and
MARBLE
MONUMENTS

Most Artistic Design in the City
PRICES REASONABLE 
WORK THE VERY BEST

MclNTOSH-GULLETT CO.. Limited
Phone N. 1249 111» Yongc St

TORONTO

®0<X><XX><><X>CKX><><X><>(>>><>01

E.McCORMACK 1
MERCHANT 
TAILOR . . .

27 COLBORNE STREET *5
Opposite King Edward HoteT 1
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50 YEARS

Tbs de Mswfs. 
Desks ira 

CoermcHTs A ;.
Anyone «o id!itE :t •Ke-t i h and a ny

q ii.'Mr ftffiier.iin our ni»mk>n free wbrf.*- ■ » 
tivonfioi! m probably vittmtitMe. < turn. .

Hods etnvily < «mUdentTaL Hav book or. E» v v 
re*1. OMe*i a#zei.u> fui be-.ui.n*

Entent? iafcen tbrouch Munii &. fix re v vf
ty'Ctal noticr, without charge, tu ttic

Scientific American.
A handsomely illuFtntred week1* 1 *rr«e* ctn 
rulation vf any aoientifle journal. Yerma fc'm 
rear ; four month». $L Sold by all newsdealers*.

MUNN & Co.361 New Turk
Branch Office. F Ft- W««Mnarto®. D, Ù

EMPRESS HOTEL

LOT FOB SALE
Dundas St., S. side, near 
Gladstone. 25 x too, to a 
lane. Address

MARTIN O’CffADY,
64 Lack St.,

ha* î to a, ear

WORLD’S GREATEST BELL FOTDR1
Ckeree Peel

Copper ned Tie Oety
TWK W. YAHDPZro COMP* HI 
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Erres

COJ. W W CO RT.
Deputy of the M nliter of the Interior

the


