EVENINGS 1N ThE Liseany 0 Bies or  Gossie |
ABOUT BOOKS AND THOSE WO WRITE ©H#y
By George Stewart, Jr.: Toronto, Belford |
Bros.: Saint John, B. A. 1. Morrow. ;
The a'ternative title “bits of gossip ahout |

hooks and those who write them,” very well

deseribes this hook, which is made up of con-
versation ~uprn-ml to have taken place in the

* Professor’s™ library, hetween him and his |

nephows “Frank ™ and “Charles,

Much may be said in favor of this style of
wiiting, and it is probably the hest for cony
irg such gounir) and personal information
Mr. Stewart has to impart.  The danger is
that it will become too conventional; fu after
all the one person speaks, whether we call
him the “Professor,” or *“Frank" or “Chayles.”
As Holmes puts it, in the epilo;ne to the “Poet
at the Breakfast Tuble,"”

** For thongh he change his dress and name
The man beneath is still the same. "

The hand may be Esan’s, the voice is Jacob's,

But then the same remark may be made

about the most deamatic and natnral dindog
proving, we suppose, the correctness of Emer- H
son’s theory, “That there is one mind common |
to wllindizidual men
The group of writers discussed by Mr.Ste
includes the two L leaders of the Ty
dentalists, Carlyle and Emerson ; the four fo
most poets, of America, Longfellow, Bryant,
Whittier and Lowell; and three of the plea-
santest storytellers, Holmes, Howells, and
Aldrich—whio are also delightful s yists and
ot The Professor does not pretend to dis-
cuss his authors or their books exhaustively,
Now and then he indulges in sm, for the
most part warmly enlogistic, but the pleasant-
est things he has 1o say, are the personal anec-
dotes, about the writers discussed, and the ori-
gins of many of their pieces.
True the craving for personal anecdotes is to
a certain extent an illegitimate coviosity—lead-
ing people to be anxious to know where nn
author buys his conts, or what dishes he pre- |
fers for dinner, rather than to be familiar with
what he has written, or to have n just appreci-
ation of his opinions.  Why can “we not take
with thankfulness, or with blame, if you will,
what is written,without puttine the writer into
the public pillory ? If & man writes to plense
ug, we should have grace enongh not 1o peste
him for his autograph, or ik duto the pri-
vaey of his home-life. Well may Whittier ask,
“Who in a house of glass would dwell,
With curious eyes at every pane
for this is too mueh the position of our publie

men, authors included, in thisage of interyiew-
ing and vulgar curiosity

Mr. Stewart, however, does not appenr from
his book to be guilty of these faults. On the
other hand, even the most personal of his
5 ot only, not indelicately obtrusive,
but arve such us to give us a deeper insight into
the meaning of many of our favorite pieces,

We enjoyed the digressions which are charne-
teristic of some of the essays—as the sketehos
of Murgaret Fuller, of Cleveland, and of Weber
—but were not so well pleased with the un-
ealled for attack vpon Thoreau, in the essay
on Emerson.

Thoreau may have been childish and boast-
ful, and may have had too bigh an opinion of
his own originality : but to eall him a * pre-
tender” and a ** semi-charlatan,” is to state the
ense too strongly. Emerson must have thought
better of him—or he would not ha given his
works to the world with the sanction of his
own name. We prefer to take Lowell's ver-
diet,—that “there is no writing comparahle

with Thorean's in kird, that is comparahle with

it in degree, when at its best ;" that “ his aim

was a noble and useful one in the di,ection of

‘ plain living and high thinking:' " and thit

“Ku had ennght his English at its living souree |

among the poets and prose writers of its hest |
"

8.
(y)ur limited space forbids our further con-

—__ﬂ

TORCII.
sidering Mr. Stew ant's hook which we com [
mend 1o onr veaders, assoring them that it |
will weil rews rnsal |
We will only add a line in peai
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FEELLE FLICKERINGS,

U nder the nhove hending w

sof the pub- o
lisher's work, which has beon very ereditably |
dome, The smooth white paaper—the well niwp. | those Titerary aspieants whose virgin «
¥ g erdly consioned tothe cditerial *w
gined leaves—the eloar type=-and the careful |yois SO0 plense write logihly
wess work, are such as wonld  atisfy even | of v wper. keoping brevity a
tuski vefully abst iniug ¢ ivate personal
liskin. an ohjectionable nature tribmti
- will be noticed in the * Chut with Co
PITHY PEESONALS, I
.
NN A\ new eontributor,
3 b Fishe ) f the Repmrtes i .
CHL B Fisher, Bsip o of the Zporter was in We don't x. v. the

the eity on Monday night last. Pe left for

Halifax on Tuesday morning

Miss Swisshelm is in fuvor of a half-dress for
schools givls. The givls would he almost kilt
by such o fashion.—ntroit Free Press.

Weo rudder like Miss Swiss-helm's ideas on
female apparel

An exchange says, Commodore Vanderbilt
wis 1 Free Mason. ~ Bat Corneling, Jr , swears
he was a very odd fellow. — Boston Post,

Poth vight.  Masons are hod fellews

Rev. LI Coe will be Chief of Police in New
Bedford during the coming y and where
persuasion will not work, Coe-ersion will he
used.— Detroit Free Press,

It persuasion fails, he might try Coe-xing.

Orehard is the apple ation of the editor of
the Columbin (S, C) Register, and he bears
good paragraphic frnit — £,

It wont do to rob that Ovehard of its pear-a
graphic Frait. If you do, My, ¢lobe D moerat,
the conse-quince will be that he will cherry-sh
feelings of animosity against you.

Mr. Brownell, at one time manager of the
Victoria Hotel in this city, lately of tne Palmer
House, Chiengo, has taken a partner, and
opened anew hotel in Galesburg, linois,

Mrs. Mary Honey of Warsaw, N Y., con-
victed of arson, has been sentenced to imprison-
ment for life  Our grammat contributor
says, “Hive a notion a cell bees the proper re-
ceptacle for sach Honey ™ Mprs, Honey, we
,-r ssume, will be permitted to have o comb in
) I—=if not a cell in her comb.,

She will have to lead a life of cell-ibacy.

Robert P. Parrot, in
died at Cold Springs, N. Y, on the 241),

Is the Parrott gun a repeating rifle ?

A lien, the property of Mr. Thos. Youill of
Old Barns, the other day layed an egg which
weighed over a quarter of a pound.

Yu'ill plense eggscuse us i we say that ogg
story is slightly eggsagernted,
tor Withers, of Virginia, has,ten un-
marvied danghters; and he frequently remarks
to his wife, T am afraid we shall always
have them With-evs.—Danielsonville Seutinel

They'll be withering before long if some one
don’t present them With-a-ring,

itor of the Parrot gun,

-~ - -

Biui Dexs ealled at our office Yesterday
with his *little Bill,” which he said had boen
standing for some time ™ We said if it bad
been standing some time it mnst be tived, so
we generously  off A chair; but second
thoughts are sometimes best, so we magnani-
mously suggested, as it had been standing so

long o “let it ran” for a while, He got
irate, and soliloguized ns thusly It were

Dann when 'tis dun, twere well ‘twere done
quickly.”  Wae assisted him ont with onr gait-
ers.  And he left,

Just Wit we Wanten.—Some unknown
philantrophic individual, with a keen sense of
sareastic humor, hns sent us a culiar present,
which is singalarly approprinte for an editor’s
sanctam. W conld not at first see why nny
one should send us n mammoth Live Presg.
VER. But it gradually ocemrred to us that it
must be beenuse wa are 8o often over bored,

“ Squibs,
peruse them without a smile.,
that Kind of a “smile.”

No,

A young man, re desperate by the in-
difference of his cha clept Susan, sent a
bullet through the place where his hrains
should have heen.  They do say the reason he
committed snicide was becanse for Sue he
sighed.

Is it not a peculiar coincidence in connee-
tion with the pnblieation of Gambetta's spoech
that while the Government thinks it treason-
able, he also shonld think it reasonable.

We never could understand the horror of a
Yy  sensiti people,
motive of attending one is a cur-
5 haps it has never oceured to sce it
way before,

A gentleman living in the subnrbs intimated
his intention of kecping bees, but his wife
waxed wroth when she heard of it, and hive an
iden that if he wants to keep peace around the
place, he had better not attempt honey such
thing.

When you are looking through he window
of a place where liquids are dispensed (of
course this is the only way such things are ever
seen) you have “ohably observed the chromo
clock with * No Tick Here,” printed on the
face, and you will perhaps think it an incon-
gruity when we inform you that they are not
bar-tick-ular people in there.

And while on the subject of bars, we wonder
ifit is the “nssocintion of ideas™ that impels our
bors when they have had a fish dinner to imme-
diately seek a Finn.  Mike goodness that must
be it. - We dinner ken (pure Gaelic) if it is the
anticipation of snch a dinner that makes them
drop in before that time,

We confess ourselves henraptnred with the
on nest confession of Mark Twain that the
lay of the feathored tribe that plenses him most
is the lay of the hen.  Yolk couldn’t but eggree
with that heny how. But we wonder fonther
B yant and the other poets of unture vwill hen-
dorse this.  We shell hope so.

. * -

** Bias,” a young lady desirous of becoming a
Fashion Contributor, sends us the following
FASHION FOIBLES,

Frilled shirt bosoms are in vogue. Our swells
can now “put on frills.”

White pigue is coming
said to be pique-culiarly for

o fashion. It is
e Peek-in lndies,

The white Turkish toweling is nsed for morn-
ing wrappers.  Young ladies will do right to-
wel consider this fact.

The latest novelty from Paris is the Pensee
shoe. The ludies who wear them will have
very thoughtful soles

The bonnet called the m‘»olt will be worn
muchly during the Spring. It will be a enpo-
tal idea- if it is much worn to buy a new-
one,

Buslles will be eut Bias.

Conrse Straws for hats ne <t Summer., Of.
conrse straws for sherry eobolers will be en regle.




