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NOVEMBER 10.-“NATIONAL BOND­
AGE”
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SELFISH REFUSAL TO BEAR RESPONSIBILITY.
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This is a temperance lesson only in the 
broadest sense of the term. To be true 
to our texts, we had better cut loose I 
this sub-title altogether, and without any 
predilections endeavor to see what 
" National Bondage ” is clearly set before 
us in the above passages.

These present messages, from two men. 
Amos, who spoke about 750 B.C., and 
Habakkuk, who lived about a century 
and a half later. Each prophet sees ter­
rible social evils rampant in the land, 
and each according to his personality 
makes meat protest against them. 
Habakkuk in deep trouble of spirit calls 
upon God to solve the awful puzzle. 
Amos, on the other hand, calls in haste 
upon the people to awake from their fatal 
slumbers ere with a strong arm the Lord 
God intervenes to utterly blot their na­
tion from the earth. Habakkuk boldly 
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help us. But this is not the case. The 
fetters may be broken. “ The truth shall 
make you free.” Humble following of 
the guidance of God, in our religious and 
national life, brotherly feeling for all suf­
fering. national discontent in the face of 
all folly, active, hopeful effort for upward 
; )gress, unselfish willingness to do our 
small part in solving all moral, religious. 
Intellectual, and other problems, these, 
with a broad Christian charity will make 
us as a church and nation free Indeed.
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But it is certainly true that as evils 
come to a people under political tyranny, 
so they come likewise to the nation 
which, though under no foreign yoke or 
menace, is In bondage to " principalities 
and powers," Just as really oppressive as 
in this case was Egypt or Assyria.

And yet it is from Amos that we get 
this definite moral lesson best, and that 
without any wresting of Scripture. Let 

turn, then, to him, retaining in our 
mind Habakkuk's vivid, concrete picture 
of actual political bondage, but now look­
ing for guidance as to a spiritual and 
moral bondage, which may be ours as 
truly as it was Israel’s In days gone by.
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