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stays until his feet press the streets of
that city whose maker and builder is
God. The chronicles of peoples and the
histories of individuals attest the success
of God’s leading,

In all the ways and deeds of life God
leads.  Then let us follow with joyous
fidelity and implicit trust. Sometimes
led up by the Spirit in the wilderness to
be tempted, falter not, for he was there.
We must need go through Samaria at
times. Do not hesitate, nor turn aside.
He entered its metropolis and mingled
with its people. In ministrations to the
defiled and loathsome, sick and sorrow-
ful, thy life may be appointed. "Tis
well, if each task, each burden, each la-
bor of love is done in him and for him
who went about doing good.—Epworth
League Bible Studies,

NOVEMBER 10.—“NATIONAL BOND-
AGE”

Hab, 1. 1507 ; Amon 6, 1.6,

Home Reapivas,

T
In the servive of Gl
The liberty of Christ, . Col

This is a temperance lesson only in the
broadest sense of the term. To be true
to our texts, we had better cut loose from
this sub-title altogether, and without any
predilections endeavor to see what
** National Bondage " is clearly set before
us in the above passages.

These present messages, from two men,
Amos, who spoke about 750 B.C., and
Habakkuk, who lived about a century
and a half later, Each prophet sees ter-
rible social evils rampant in the land,
and each according to his personality
makes rnest protest against them,
Habakkuk in deep trouble of spirit calls
upon God to solve the awful puzzle,
Amos, on the other hand, calls in haste
upon the people to awake from their fatal
slumbers ere with a strong arm the Lord
God intervenes to utterly blot their na-
tion from the earth. Habakkuk boldly
but reverently questions God. Amos
searchingly questions man,

HAFAKKUK.

What Habakkuk gives us here is above
all a concrete illustration, ‘from his
times, of what actually happens in an
fuvaded and terrorized land. The brutal-
izing and disheartening effects of foreign
tyranny, the abnormal:way in which so-
clety is thereby thrown away, the vitiat-
ing effect of this in lowering the moral
and spiritual ideas of the people; these
are spread to our view with bitter and
startling vividness. We in our land are
not in this case, therefore we cannot ap-
ply the prophet’s words to ourselves.
But it is certainly true that as evils
come to a people under political tyranny,
80 they come likewise to the nation
which, though under no foreign yoke or
menace, is in bondage to * principalities
and powers,” just as really oppressive as
in this case was Egypt or Assyria.

And yet it is from Amos that we get
this definite moral lesson best, and that
without any wresting of Scripture. Let
us turn, then, to him, retaining in our
mind Habakkuk's vivid, concrete picture
of actual political bondage, but now look-
ing for guidance as to a spiritual and
moral bondage, which may be ours as
truly as it was Israel's in days gone by,

AMOS,

The passage from Amos gives us at
least three evil powers to which the na-
tion was in fatal bondage. Pride of
Church and State, unhealthy optimism,
and selfish refusal to bear responsibility
in proportion to privilege; or, more
briefly, hollow pride, blind hope, and sel-
fish love of comfort. And surely as we

look at these they seem very familiar,
too familiar. Is our nation free from
their power to-day ? Let every thought-
ful leaguer answer,

PRIDE,

The Israelites were proud of their re-
ligion and of their nation. And why
not 7 Had they not a wonderful past ?
Had not Jehovah established their wor-
ship and laws ? Had they not a beauti-
ful ritual, and great hymns and inspired
Scriptures ?  In doctrine were they not
orthodox, and in their polity were they
not traditionally precise ? And, too, as
a nation, how great were they ! Though
they had indeed fallen in a way since
the time of Solomon, yet did not many
hold that the fall was more apparent
than real ? And, at any rate, had they
not had late success in war ? Then,
too, had not their political security been
emphasized in another way ? More than
once, within the memory of the older
ones, when the dreaded wave of the
Assyrian power had rolled down upon
them, it had dashed its fury to spray
against northern Syria, and they had but
felt the trembling of the ground, as with
distant roar it had fallen and subsided,
But to this pride in religion and nation,
what saith the Lord through Amos ? Of
the first, “1 hate, I despise your feasts,
and I will take no delight in your solemn
assemblies, Yea, though ye offer me
your burnt offerings, and meal offerings, 1
will not accept them;" and of the second,
“1 abhor the excellency of Jacob, and
hate his palaces; therefore will I deliver
up the city with all that is therein.” And
why ?  Read Matthew 23, back seven
centuries, and no other answer is needed.
While priding themselves on their re-
ligion, they virtually had none. Of ritual
and orthodoxy they had a surfeit,
but of the life of God in the heart, and
expressed toward fellowmen, they had al-
most naught. As a nation they were
living far out on the sand, at low tide,
The rising of the waters was inevitable,
but they would neither see nor consider.
They had been false to their national
ideal, and had refused to learn the lesson
of history. Their glorious past, instead
of being to them salvation, would be but
greater condemnation.

And what of us in our day ? Do we
pride ourselves, as Methodists and Britons,
on our past? What of the present ?
Do we glory in God’s leading of great
souls in our church and nation in for-
mer days ? Nay, but does God lead us ?
The question is not whether we have
kept inviolate the hallowed shells and
forms of our fathers, for these may be
ineffective in our day. But have we
fallen heir to their life and spirit ? Or
are we in bondage to a blind and in-
fatuated denominationalism or patriot-
ism, which will not allow us to see faults
in, or to make advance on the past ?
To be true to our fathers, we must do
even greater things than they have done,
and must even strive to be nobler than
they in spirit, and higher in our ideals.
If we find ourselves content with any-
thing less as citizens and worshippers,
let us beware of the bondage to the letter
that killeth, or the form or institution
from which the growing life has departed.
It bore the curse of God in the time of
Amos, and will to the end of time.

FOOL'S HOPEFU

It was when, in a spirit of unhealthy
optimism, Israel was striving to cheer-
fully blind itself to all uncomfortable
problems, and was smiling in content-
ment upon the bright side of national
and social life, that Amos broke in with
his awful alarm. And, alas! with what
result ?  In bondage to a blind optim-
ism, they smiled in contempt at the fool-
ish words of this pessimistic shepherd,
and with fierce cry of “Madman! Heretic!
Traitor !” they forced him to be silent.
Ah, but the prophet was right. Nor was

S8,

Ocroser. 1901—30

he in truth a pessimist, nor were they
true optimists. Folded arms and closed
eyes, and a hopeful smile when wrong is
being done, and action is urgently pos-
sible, was folly then, and is folly now.
Let us ever be filled with hopefulness,
The pessimist never can save the world.
But let us not curse our church and
nation with the passive optimism that
will not see sin and wrong, and will not
act, but merely have an idiotic hope.

“ Act—act in the living present !
Heart within, and God o'erhead.”

Hopeful effort is the only power that
can free the slave—whether man or na-
tion or church—of the apathetic, lazy,
blind hopefulness which binds men down
to inaction in the midst of the ringing
calls from God and the strife of life's
battle,

SELFISH REFUSAL TO BEAR RESPONSIBILITY,

Proud and hopeful, in fancied security,
the people lived in careless comfort.
There might be deep national and moral
problems. What of that ? They them-
selves were in comfort. That settled
the matter. In blind security, says the
prophet, they seek pleasure, “ but they
are not grieved for the affliction of
Jacob.”  This phrase is the climax, and
is swung out in startling contrast to all
that goes before. And the sad thing
about it for us is that now, 2,600 years
afterwards, we Canadians are busy forg-
ing this same fetter upon ourselves.
Privileges ever eagerly sought after, but
responsibilities so often shirked. Who
bear the burdens in our churches, in our
Leagues, in all our movements for pro-
gress, moral, spiritual, intellectual, and
political ?  The few, the very few. And
how many make refusal with light heart.
They are as one under an opiate. They
are slaves, and as yet know it not. And
a nation of slaves means a nation in
bondage. Are we as citizens willing to
accept the inevitable responsibilities of
citizenship ? The church fails, the
League fails, the nation fails in proportion
as its members lightly throw off upon
others the political, the intellectual, the
spiritual responsibility which can be
borne by them alone. Look at the evils
of intemperance, corrupt methods in poli-
tics, narrow and Pharisaic orthodoxy,
foolish and repulsive practices in dealing
with crime, exclusive and narrow patriot-
ism, the vicious influence of great soul-
less corporations, the contrast between
luxury and poverty, and at hundreds of
other things which exist in our time!
What will God's judgment be upon us as
a nation, if we can see these, and, with
a careless shrug of the shoulders, or with
a helpless wave of the hand, turn to other
things, and refuse to bear our respon-
sibility as citizens for their correction so
far as we can ? Or are we so in bond-
age that we cannot stir ? Then the Lord
help us. But this is not the case. The
fetters may be broken. * The truth shall
make you free Humble following of
the guidance of God, in our religious and
national life, brotherly feeling for all suf-
fering, national discontent in the face of
all folly, active, hopeful effort for upward
progress, unselfish willingness to do our
small part in solving all moral, religious,

and other p , these,
with a broad Christian charity will make
us as a church and nation free indeed.
ALFRED B. LAVELL.
Now Open.

The autumn session of the Central
Business College, Toronto, has opened out
this month under most favorable condi-
tions, with largest enrolment of new
members in its history. The reputation
of this excellent school seems to be of
the right kind, and has been honestly

won by its ample equipment and its first-
class work.




