
THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN

SPECIAL
ARTICLES

BOOK
REVIEWSOur Contributors

A LITTLE LEAVEN. flow from licensing "the trade," legis 
lators will vde with each other in hasten 
ing to carry their wishes into effect. 
Meanwhile the de mi notation of the pen 
pie’s servants for not doing what their 
masters will not support them in, is 
hypocrisy that might well put to shame 
the Pharisee of old. Sir Jqhn MeoDon 
aid spoke truly when he told a Preshy 
terian minister that he would give Pm 
hihition as soon as the people wanted 
it. "But we want it now." exclaimed 
the late Dr. Mackay, of Woodstock. 
"Then send to Parliament men who will 
support it,” replied the statesman. Un 
til that was done it would be madness 
for a government responsible to Parlia 
•ment to intro luce—nr even as a govern 
ment, to advocate such a measure.

And yet Christians are puffed up, 
pointing to the vood resolutions of 
Conferences. flvnod and Assembly. to 
the sermons and platform utterances, 
when they ouvht rather to mourn their 
Inconsistency, purginv out the old les 
ven of indolence and self indulgence, 
which now leaveeth the whole lumn. 
hindering that righteousness that alone 
can exalt our nation, and paralyzin'? in 
a larve measure the extension of ChrM’ • 
Kingdom among the heathen. When t.h* 
church keens the fee«t of Oh^» 
nassnver with the unchanged hrend of
sincerity and truth, the eytls which af 
feot our land win fle« hefn*» her 
shadows hefore th« risln-» 
morning without clouds.

Orillia. Ont,

THE MINISTER’S READING.

By Ulster Pat. The following la an extract from a 
paper on the above subject, read by Rev. 
Dr. Dickson at the last meeting of the 
Galt Ministerial Association.

ii€t me in closing append this note 
on some small books which were once 
very popular, and showing by their pop 
ularity the sentiment that obtained 
among the people. They were widely 
read and highly prized, and became re 
ligious classics among the godly. They 
were thoroughly evangelical, carrying a 
massive treasure of scripture truth. 
Their atmosphere was exhiliarating, of 
a tonic quality, like the sea breeze or 
Hie Alpine air. When we read them 
today we cannot help marking the 
great, strong, searching elements that 
have slipped out of our grip—"the 
words" and "the phrases" and "the sent 
enoes" that belonged to the language 
of Canaan, that were current and com­
mon, but which now are very rate - dis­
covering to us the dip of our defection 
from a vigorous, virile manner of iqieech

a speech that took up into it more of 
revealed truth than is spoken or writ 
ten today. These books show how far 
•way we have drifted from the sources 
of our strength.

I«et me mention a few of their bon 
nred names: "Sibbes* Bruised Reed” 
and "Soul’s Conflict." Goodwin's "Re 
turn of Prayers." Brook’s "Precino 
Remedies for Satan's Devices," Hoge’s 
“Blind Bartimeus," Andrew Bonar’s 
"The Gospel Pointing to the Person 
of Christ," Horatius Bonar’a "God's 
Way of Peace," and "God’s Way of 
Holiness," Reid’s "Blood of Jesus," 
Buynn's "Jerusalem Sinner Saved,’’ 
Purvis’ "No Condemnation," Saph 

the Scriptures." 
These and others were found in the 
home.* of the people once, they 
read and conned, and their contents 
went into the thoughts of men and 
women and young penpl 
are they nowf

Because of desecration of the Lord’s 
Day and drunkenness this land mourn- 
et.h. Tn the midst of material prosperity 
luxury, and self gratification, there is a 
strong undercurrent of uneasiness, a 
fearful looking for of judgment, unde 
•finable, vet tangible. When some shock 
inv deed is done hv the frenzied victim 
of the Drink Devil, or some armalUnv 
“rsllwav disaster" occurs, people ex 
claim, that it Is no wonder sn*h iiid«r 
ments come upon people who disregard 
the command to rest one dav in seven, 
nr who will not ohev the law for the re 
gulst.ion of the Honor traffic. But let us 
exsmine s little in the llvht of God’s 
written word, and place the blame where 
Re HU mit It in that day—nav. is now 
nutting it. as T believe.
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bestCanada haa admittedly "the 
Lord’s Dav observance law on the sta 
tute book of any country." and vet. since 
the first of last March, when that law 
came into effect, until now. there has 
been more open desecration of that dav 
than in anv other six months in the his 
torv of the Colonies which now com 

the Dominion. Why! Because
God’s people willed it. Let those who re 
gard this as a false or uncharitable as 
sertion ask the Holv Spirit to open their 
eyes that they may see the truth, and 
accept it as revealed.

I omild tell of a right reverned bishop 
signing a petition for Sunday trains, of 
reverned canons preaching in support 
of such accommodation, of ministers and 
people hiring horses, boats, bicycles, 
etc., on the Lord’s Day. but for the lire 
sent will confine myself to one instance 
connected with the church of which this 
journal is a representative. In Northern 
Ontario, and it may be in the country 
West of that, the preaching stations of 
some missionaries are so arranged that 
the appointments can he fulfilled only 
by using the Sunday trains. This is ad 
mittedly done in order to save money. 
"Economy” it is called ; but to me the 
most woeful waste in the world, pulling 
down with one hand while building up 
with the other. And not only can the 
destroying hand accomplish more evil 
than the building hand can repair, but 
the former has the whole forces of sin 
willingly and zealously assistd 
extending the undoing of 
wrought by the latter. Let the profe<< 
ing people of God cease travelling on the 
Lord’s Day. and not a passenger train 
or tram car would move on that day 
throughout the broad Dominion, 
then, the Ohurch, holding up holy ] 
and pravfng with clean lips, could pray 
effectively to the Lord of the Sablntb 
to hare His mightv arms for the total 
extinction of all other method» of dese 
cration, and those statute laws, upon 
which Christians nowadays relv so 
much, would become a "dead letter" for 
lack of "lawlees" ones for whoee re 
straining they are designed.
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on O-'f ti„v
is to be

»t Oak wood on Oct. nth. - the, will he 
followed bv the induction of Rev G S 
Lord, at Penelon Falla nn Oct. 15th.. and 
then according to one of our members 
we sha!l have established a "world’» re 
oord* with three Inductions In one 
week! However, we are not so much con 
cerned about the record as we 
i. have our vacant oon-Te^Mons e„n 

plM wIth good ministers and we arc 
thinking with pleasure of the good 
work that Is aure to be done in each 
piece, and of our l\Appv presbyteri.il 
relations with our new friends.

ira “Christ and

-but where

Thev have disappeared, and we have 
kindred nature thatno books of a 

take lheir place. No books charged as 
these were with evangelical salt and 
spiritual force and converting power. 
And we have not done, . fear, anything 
to supply their place. Baxter advises 
the pastor to sow books of that kind 
«11 over his parish. And it will pay 
him a hundred fold to do it.

it and 
good
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Rev. J. W. MacMillan. B.A., of Rt. 
Andrew’s, Winnipeg, who has been 
spending a few days with friends in 
Lindsay left a few days ago for New 
York, where for six months he will rest 
his voice and seize the opportunity for 
post graduate study In Union Seminary. 
We hope that he will return to Winni 
peg with the use of his voice fully re 
covered.

And
As it is now their plaoc Is tnken by 

the novel of to day, with it» faintly veil 
ed vice, ita impure life. It» low «Und­
er ds of action, its evil surprises, Its 
Intense reality, til! theae seeds grow end 
produce a vile «top of their kind. And

The Annuel Convention of our Pres wl,h"* wonder that It I» herd to
rarevs
»ood list of papers and discussions has , 80U'—*nd we have taken no prior 
been prepared and with the Ussistance pai"s to break the «P*U of the wicked 
or Revs. J. C. Robertson, and A. F. *n«hantress by sowing the home soil 
Armstrong of Toronto, there is good w,th "nsll books of another sort, 
promise of a sucoesful meeting. . . . . /

Prefibytery he, .gré*, upon . p„B pr^l,77“A *"n7|.iü .”',7 £
W™”1, tbe railway fare, of rinsed b, the tm.M of the Slleîë 

her commissioners to the Assembly, It lieecus, it mold not be mn to the 
seema reasonable. The extent of our etudente satisfaction. The students think 
country and the growth of our church they could obtain permission from tlm 
•re making the cost to the church of authorities to conduct the dinlnr hall 
meetings and Aati.tl.bly, , matte, of In- themaelvee, but hëvlng two 
creasing gravity. No matter how the ex in the pl.ee might reeûlt ln 11? 
r»n„ may he met-and it i, a question lions. Meanwhile , \that sooner or later must he seriously Knox men are eating 1. the ÜïïïïalU

îsïrSMrt, rurch sss "*"• ëmwdV"

It haa been said: "The Bar 
destroy the Church If it could the
Church could destroy the Bar if it 
would." It is true: and It is a solemn 
truth. Men blame the politicians,
vernment, the officials, for the .......
flowing from the law-protected liquor 
traffic. Tt la all noneense. Governments 
and political parties are the people- 
and largely the Christian people, com­
monly called "the church,"—in organlz 
ed action When a majority of those pec 

«. 8 ,w, ,nir fo g,ve UP indulgence in 
a social glass," to foreero any supposed 
trade advantage from the licensed hotel. 
Any convenience or gain believed to

avili
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