Lh(:l’l,’ 15 of COulrse, constderable local vartation as to =oil. cunl'ul‘lnzuiu:‘

;Ul‘l ;1iyln‘;ll‘;l.]1\'l- Ol Lily <“Hillll‘.\. “iii _~}’t',ll~,ill: Ei; d “r{s"l':!i wWayN; lhk‘
country is gently undulating, o succession of ridees alternating with

slight depressions;, and is freely interspersed with creeks, streams,

ponds and lakes; and there iz everywhere sufficient timber to give

:
S
the landscape o pleasing appearance. AL uncultivated land s Pleasing
34 ] i1 = ) . . Appenrance
covered with a rich, rank orowill ol longe orass, wild peavine, veteh
and a wonderful wealth of wild flowers. The =01l i;‘il;lli_\ COnSISES ol
a rich, black, vegetable lowmn, varying from 12 to 30 inches or more

in depth. In places thiz changes to a somewhat sandy loamn, still

nearly black; in other places to a chocolate-colored loam :
and occasional areas oceur of light sandy soil of ¢ mparatively low Seil
fertility, but which would be considered pretty fair land i most
countries. Such areas are of limited extent, hu\‘vxq-l: and the pre-
\‘;li]ihg character of the soil is Alm'['. black lommn of oreat I.L'!'Ii“[‘\.
“The H];l(']uwl';l!ni richest =01l | 1.-‘«1' saw s the '\\.1'.\ a stofl cor- Richest He
respondent of a hig eastern paper a few vears ago described the land Ever Saw

to the north, south, east and wes<t of Fdmonton.
The subsoil is usually clay or sandy clay: but this also is subject Sub-soil

to some local variation.
Altitude

The altitude of Central Alberta varies from about 2.000 to 2.500 are:
Altitude

feet above sea level. At Fdmonton the river level is 2.009 feet.
while at the post office 1t iz 2.185; Camrose is 2431, Veareville 2,082,

Morinville 2,293, and Athabasea at river level 1.690,
Climate
Phie sunmer elimatic conditions in Central All erta are ideu) for
rapid growth of vegetation, and a strong, heavy orowtls. whether ot
the various erain crop=, roots, varden wtruck, folder crops, or culti
vated or wild pasture muy be looked for with certai i { Bagid
] e g k ith e Flalnly any aud yegetation
cvery season. Snnarly, damage from too muech rain is unknown.
While the annual rainfall 1= w-m]*;ll';!'r\v}\ lieht, .'1\1'!‘:l;'i1|” only 21
ches for the six yvears ending 1916, it is subject to very little varia-
ton, and may he depended upon with certainty., A verv important
factor is that the precipitation for the vear nearly all comes durine
the growing season when it is most needed. When it 1s further C“”Ramfall

sidered that the 4‘::1.\ subsoil is retentive of moisture. and there is a

total absence of hot parching winds. it will be readily understood

why this comparatively light rainfall combined with th s

e wonderful Winds
richness of soil produces such luxuriant veeetatinn.

5




