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Aa «ipTM8lDg much mora tetiely

Mid elMttly tbra I c)Ui,^e
,

OBBAT XXTIIIT

Of the territort of thl» itOTOrament to

ttie north of iU/BnltMTstrtf*; I take

the toUowlDR from Mr. Gnint^Talnr
«btowork,"Ooe«ntoOoe«ii:" Tr»Tel«
thooMUid jBtlM up agrwt rirer ; more
than aoother tfaouaamd along great

lak«a and a niosMalon of nnaUer lakes;

% thonaand miles acrossroUiug prairies,

uid another thousand through woods

and over mountatni, and yon have

traveled fh>m ooean to ooean through

Canada. And this eountry is a single

colony of tbe British Empire; and this

sSsof^t^w^ft-saffis:
"Qieater Britain." and tiie highway,

acrow which the fabrics and products

of Ada shall be carried to tbe eastern

as well as tite western side of the At-

lantlo."

THK HISTOBIOAIj PART <

of these middle two thousand miles

commenced with the organication of

the Hudson Bay Co., in 16TO, during the

leira of Charl«s XL, to traffic on the

[^dres ofHudson's Bay and the streams
flowing therein, in a secUon then called

BuDttrTs Land, In honor of Prince Au-

pw^ brother. I think, of the king.

THHIR OHJlBTEB,

as was the custom of those da^ was
exclusive, really giving them this tor-

ritory in-vassriage to the Crown, with

righto to make laws and carry on a

fonn of govenunant, of course to be

avDTOved by the Crown, and the oon-

tSA of any trade therein—at least they

have claimed this, and so aotwl.whl^
acttoahas atleMtb»en tadtly adpilt-

lakes of what is now known aa the

"Dawson Bouto," Jo Bed riVM. M*
landed here, and on the south bank of

the Aalhuieboln, built a fort at tbe

polntof Us Juncture with the Bedlttver
nearly Mmaidte the preaent FortGarry,
wfal<m is on tbe north bank of the

Asshmeboin. He oaUed this. post Fort

la Bougc, and It was doubtless the

name of thik Bed l^ort on its banks,

that in early oays gave the name of

Bed Blver to a stream whose wateiti

and oUy. subsoil of its banks are most
decide<fly whitish. (For ftirtherer-

plorations of De la Verandrve, see

notes on Bt. Bbnlikce, hereafter).

Following these first white men in

this vallw, came others, until, as

Miiy as 1762, Fort Lb.Bouge was
known as an established trading peat

ftaquented by the Oourtmt dM boU
ftom the French estabUihnieht at

Biackinao, Lake Michigan, who cam^
here to trade with the Omahas and
Asshuebc^ns. Altln>ugh by the Ver^

salllM treaty, in 1768,the French were
oUlged to give up their North Ameri-
oimlmsBesdons to Bnglaud, ttiey still,

with others' then British sntjeota In

Montreal continued in increasingnum-
bers, their trade in this sectionjOoming

by tiieir old original route, via Thunder
Buy, and also vial* Points, on Mada-
Une Island, neu Bayfield, south diore

of Lake Sdperior. and up past what is

now Duluth, to the head of St Louts

Bay at Fond du Lac, and so across

Joining the Thunder Bsy route on
BabiyBlver. These adventnrenu how-
eyer—belonging to individual enterpri-

ses—pushing uehr trade north, came
in contact wiu the employes of the

Hudson BArCkimpany.
This condition of aflhirs continued,

the French or Canadians, stiU In

sirs Bonna on uiw i-««»u«. -

Some idea ofthe extent to which the

Kortbwert Company have .pushed

tMr tnideViit be sem In the fcetthat

Ui 1845 thdJ^M some sixty, tiadiag

posto in this region, prlndMUy tai ^e
alleys of the Hed Saakatobewait,

AthabMoa, et& This condition of

trade and occupancy of this seottoB.

continued undisputed, at least so far as

tbe Bed Biver was -concerned until

1811 when, at^tB« solicibrtlon of Lord
Stlkirk, one of me stockholders of the

Hudton Bay Company, that company
laid claim to the exduuve Jurlsdlctitm,

under their charter, over this inuaaisa

ngion and in 1812 they esUhUshad
their first Fort and Trading P«»t on

Bed Blver near thto place. ^Coming
thuslnto so dosf dally competltian the

state of aibdrs went from bad to worse,

resulting In great injurv to both com-
panies, and iGiaUy bloodshed. In one

^thelr afftaysVie oammanding oA-

oer of the H. B. Company was Blled.

The result of this regiQar battle brought

both companies to thetar sensss, and

soon after In 1821 these two competi-

tors formed a coaUtion continuing un-

der Uie chartered name of the Hudson
Biv Company. The company so con;

sedated, continue* In «5olsput8d pos-

seeslon untU 1868 when thev sold tbeir

right to their exclusive trade and Juris-

dtotion claimed nnder tbeir old ^bartor

over this entire portl<m of British

America and Britidi Columbia, reoelv.

lngsome$l,800,D00cash,and one-twen-

udh of the land with especial reswv»-

turea about some of thcdr poeta, fully

fiOjOOO acres.

So this great Northwestern area,

hitherto known as Bupert's Land or

Hudson Bay Territory has really been

open to svlttement, ocr.npanoy and

J -


