
Your letters clearly showed that you wrote under

the influence of an Intense emotion—an emotion

which I can both understand and respect, but

which might well make it impossible for you to

accord a dispassionate reception to a reply which

controverted your own views. With your coun-

try surrounded by powerful foes, with your sons

deluging alien soil in an heroic defence of your

Government's decrees, with the nation you love

most dearly standing in moral isolation, con-

demned by the entire neutral world for barbarous

crimes against civilisation, you could hardly be

expected to write with that scientific accuracy

and care which would, in normal times, be your

ideal.

For this reason 1 hp^'e not resented much in

your letters whr,h v/ould otherwise call for

earnest protest. I feel sure, for example, your

assertion that I and my fellow-countrymen derive

our opinions of German conduct wholly from

corrupt and venal newspapers, or usually from a

single newspaper which doles out mental poison

in subservience to a single political party, was

not intended to be as insulting as it really sounded.

Your emotion doubtless led you to make charges

which your sense of justice and courtesy would,

under other circumstances, condemn. I believe

also that in a calmer time you would not entertain

the sweeping opinion that " the daily press has

become on" of the direst plagues of humanity,

an ulcer : .ae frame of society, whose one object


