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Tlw fwrtfal requirMMeati ot tfw wwwh arei

M (1) andon icdimeBts and dqwtiti and (2) dumfM in wdiflMBts aftw

dspoMtioa and die caotH of sudi dMnfe*.

In dw itttdy of aM^awati nour in pfOMM of fomatkm it k iflivart>Bt

to iMm the meckaaiad itate and ihapM of pavtidM of difacat dam,

tlwtr mineialoBical and dwnuad coa^nitiaa, the aRaatnaeat of tka

naterial cowpotiiini the deporit, the aouroe of tiw nMtethd, tta tiaas-

portinf atendM,aadtheGaaieofiM«ct|iitatioa. Modern depodtonmrt

beetudiedindieMonaoffonnsinvhididieyarahiddowB: indMeita

and arid regiont and in humid dimatce. in tbe bode of ipcat takes, in

the track of ^adent, and in marine betb off the ooeit, in ddta*and bays,

or on submarine plateaus, in lagoons, and oa reds ui nd»tropicd aad

tropkal waters.

In mudi of dUs woiic dwmical invcstifations are cmentid. capedaBy

on the Gompodtion of die waters flowing into the oceaa, yiddtag data on

the diemical degradation of dw continent and dwamouatofaohible

material disduoged into the sea.

In undertaking this extensive investigation, wUdi would faidade ^e
studies jiwt dted and others on andest depodts, the foUowing ptooedam

is proposed: (1) To make a more oompkte survey Am has yet been

made <d the investigations Aat are at present imder way ia the United

States and in Canada. (2) To prepare, ia die light of picaeat geologieal

knowfedge. a program for the investigations needed to supply an ada-

quate basis for interpreting sediments. As knosdedge advuHCs, tha

program wiO have to be modified. (8) To canvass die fidd for edstiac

agendes that are ndtable in prosecuting sudi investigaticms. (4) To
secure the co-operation of thooe institutiorai or individuals prqiared

properly to prosecute researches of the kind needed. (5) To provide

additional agendes for Am study of problems of secUmentation and

diereby make posdble investigations for adiich there are either no pro-

vidons or only inadequate providons at present.
'

It is easy to see how an invest^tor, choosing to ded widi some

aspect of tins large genend problem would be aadsted by informatioa

regardiiq: related work planned or in progress, and bow readily, as a

member of the group, he could render his own wsudrchts more widdy

useful and significant.

Another interestii^ piece of co-operative researdi, whidi invdvea

the joint activities of geograf^ers. physicists, sodogists, and practical

fishermen, is centered hugely at the Marine Bidogkd Laboratory at


