
CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTORY Nf i'E

The minor collector—The originality of the village

cabinet-maker—His freedom from foreign influences

—The traditional character of his work—Difficulty

to establish dates to cottage and farmhouse furniture

—Oak the chief wood employed—Beech, elm, and

ash used in lieu of mahogany and satinwood

—

Village craftsmanship not debased by early Victorian

art—Its obliteration in the age of factory-made

ftimiture—The conservation of old farmhouses with

their famiture in Sweden and in Denmark—The
need for the preservation and exhibition of old cot-

tages and farmhouses in Oreat Britain.

if

In regard to launching another volume on the market

dealing with old furniture, a word of explanation is

desirable, for nowadays of making books there is no
end, and much study is a weariness to the collector.

In the present volume attention has been especi-

ally given to that class of furniture known as Cottage

or Farmhouse. There is no volume dealing with this

phase of collecting. Prices for old furniture of the

finest quality have gone up by leaps and bounds,
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