
YANKEE.

o frequently employed by way of reproach to

the New England people, is said to be as fnllows.

A farmer, by name Jonathan Hastings, of Cam-
bridge, about the year 1713, used it as a cant,

favorite word, to express excellency when ap-

plieii to any thing; as a Yanliee j.'™«l horse,

Yankee cider, &c., meaning an excellent horse

and excellent cider. The 8t)idents at college,

having frequent intercourse with Mr. Hastings,

and hearing him employ the term on all occa-

sions, adopted it themselves, and gave blm the

name of Yankee Jonathan ; this soon became a

cant word among the collegians to express a

weak, simple, awkward person, and from college

it was carried and circulated through the

country, till, from its currency in New England,

It was at length taken up and unjustly applied

to the New Englunders in common, as a term of

reproach. It was in consequence of this that a

particular song, called ' Yankee doo<ile,' was

composed in derision of those scornfully called

Yankees."—J. Tliatcher, Military Jmirml dur-

ing the Revolutionary Wnr, p. 19.— "Dr. William

Gordon, In his Hint, of the American War, ed.

1789, vol. i., pp. 324, 325, says it was a favourite

cant word in Cambri<lge. Mass., as early as 1713,

and thatit meant 'excellent.' . . . Cf. Lowland

8c. 'yankie,' a sharp, clever, forward woman;
'yanker,' an agile girl, an incessant speaker;

•yanker,' a smart stroke, a great falsehood;

' yank,' a sudden and se\'ere blow, a sharp stroke

;

'yanking,' active, pushing (Jamieson). ... If

Dr. Gordon's view be right, the word ' Yankee

'

may bo identified with the Sc. 'yankie,' as

abo\e; and all the Scotch words appear to be of

Scand. origin, due. ultimately Iccl. 'jaga,' to

move abt)Ut. . . . Tlie fundamental idea s that

of 'quick motion'; sec 'yacht.' Hut the word
cannot be said to be solved."—W. W. Skeat,

Eti/molog. i>ic«.—"The best authorities on the

subject now agree upon the derivation of this

term from the imperfect ciTurt made by the

Northern Indians to pronounce the word ' Eng-

lish.'"—M. Scheie do V'lre, Americnnit-if. p. 22.

Also in- : Aotes ami (Jnerits. neriee 1, r. 6, p. 57.

VANKTONS, The. See American Abo-

Bir.iNKs; SiofAX Family.

YAP. See Caiiomne 1si,.\nds.

YARD-LAND. See Hide of Land; and

YATASSEES, The. See Texas: Tue abo-

BIOINAI. ISUAIUTANTS.
YEAR BOOKS, English. See L.\w, Com-

mon : A. I). 13o7-l.->oit. _. ^, ,

YEAR OF ANARCHY, The. See Athens:
n C. 4()4_io:! „
YEAR OFMETON,The. SeeMEToN.TiiF.

Yeau of. _ , c ^ .YELLOW FEVER, Appearance of. See

Pi.aoi-e: IHth ("entihv.

YELLOW FORD, Battle of the (1598)-

See IuEI..\Nn : A. D. l.M!t-l«t«.

YELLOW LORD, The. See C'iiisa

YELLOW TAVERN, Battle of.

rsiTED St\tes (IK Am.: A. O. ISW (Mav

oiNi \)— Siieiiidan's 1{aii>.

YELLOWS (of Venezuela), The.

Venezif.i.a; A. D. 182fl-lMS«.

YEMAMA, Battle of. See A< n.AitA.

YEOMEN.—"A 'veoman' w deliiied by Sir

Tho. Smith (Uep. Aiiglor. lil) 1. e. '^4) as he

whom our law calls ' legalem lioiiunem, a free-

TlIE

See
: Yin-

See

YNCA8.

born man that majdispend of hti own free land

in yearly revenues to the sum of forty ghillings.

But it had also a more general application, de-

noting like ' valet ' a higher kind of service, which

still survives in the current phrase to do ' yeo-

man's service. ' In the household of the medieeval

knight or baron the younger sons of yeomen
would form a large proportion of the servitors,

and share with the younger sons of knight or

squire the common name of ' valettl.' The yeo-

men too who livec' on their own land, but wore
the ' livery of company ' of some baron or lesser

territorial magnate, would also be his ' valets.'

The mediajval * yeoman ' was the tenant of land

in free socage. The extent of bis holding might
be large or small."—T. P. Taswell I.angmead,

Eng. Comt. Hitt., p. 848, /(w«-«><«.—"At the

period when the higher gentry be^au to absorb

what remained of the feudal nobility, and e»-

tahlishea themselves definitely a3 an upper
class, the small landowners— freeholders hold-

ing estates of inheritance or for life — long lease-

holders and the larger copyholders made corre-

sponding progress, and the yeomen (the common
term applied to all of them) began in their tur.i

to fill the position and take the rank of an
agricultural middle class. The reign of Henry

VI. had marked the zenith of their influence;

they had by that time fully realized the fact

of their existence as a body. The Inferior

limit of their class was approximately deter-

mined by the electoral qualification of the forty-

shilling freeholder (under the Act of 1430), or

by the £4 qualification for the office of juror.

'The superior limit was marked from a legal

point of view by the property qualification of a

magistrate, but socially there was not on this

side any definite boundary line. In 1446 it was
considered necessary to forbid the county elec-

tors to return ' valctti,' that is yeomen, to the

House of Commons, a proof that custom and

opinion left to themselves did not look upon the

higher section of their class as unworthy of a

seat in Purliamcnt. an honour originally confined

to the knights. Fortescue testifies almost with

triumph to the fact that in no country of Europe

were veomen so numerous as in England. "— E.

Boutiiiy, The English Conttitiition, pt. 2, ch. 4.—
lu later English use the word "yeoman "has
signified "a man of small estate in land, not

raukini; among the gentry."

YEOMEN OF THfe GUARD. — " This

corps was instituted by Henry VII. in 1485.

It now consists of 100 men, six of whom are

called Yeomen Hangers, and two Yeomen Bed-

goers; the first attending to the hangings and
tapestries of the royal apartments, aud the

second taking charge of all beds during any
royal removals. The yeomen of the guard

carry up the royal dinner, and are popularly

designated as ' beef eaters.' respecting the origin

of which name some differences of opinion

exist, for many maintain that they never had

any duties connected with the royal beaufet.

A yeoman usher and a party of yeomen attend

in the great chamber of the palace on drawing-

room and levee days, to keep the passage clear."

—C. K. Dodd, Manual of Dignities, pt. 2, sect. 1.

YERMOUK, Battle of (A. D. 636). See

Mahometan Conqcest: A. D. 683-839.

YEZID I., Caliph, A. D. 679-883 Yeaid

U., Caliph, 720-724 Veiid III., Caliph, 744.

YNCAS, OR INCAS. See Peru.
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