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Fio --LOOSE SMUT OF WHEAT (6'j/.7flSfw /nViW).-The central ear is

DurniiU and healthy, the others are eniutted and most of the spores are already

ahed.—Tubeii/.

It seems that tlic ball smut has l)een very abundant but by no means

ijeneral in the crops as inanv farms were clear of it, especially where the

practict of bluostoning has been followed for a number of years and

strong seed had l>een u^ed. There appears to have been little difference

between the crops on summer-fallow, stubble or breaking so far lu emut

was concerned. In many fields it was very apparent that the portions

sown earliest were most smutty. It was also observed that when the

soil had by drifting deeply covered the seed there was a jrreat deal of

smut. Spring opened early ond was so dry that many sowed early in

March and altogether too deeply, the wheat came on slowly and in ita

weak condition was more liable to attack by smut. In addition to this a

great deal of vnry much shrunken grain, due to frost and rust, was

used for seed, as was also many a decidedly smutty sample.
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