
One beekeeptT dewrilie* hi* im-tlMMl .»f im.kiitjf. »Uet tMkinjr out »f tlie (vlUr,

•omewlMt M follow*: ' p puU il.«ff or »tr«w »ii tin- gnmu\ for tli.' hivo* t> i-;.

on to kwp the Uittom dry tnd wtrm. »«wilu*t .ui.liion* on top, .traw pile., vp

•round the fiden •n.l iMnk*. InmioU Ii'«m.mI aKainut the An* to lioUl it in pirn*,

•nd Urge telwcoping i-ovent plw-wl omt .'aih hivf. If miy loloiiy i* wi-ak and

doe« not tjver the requinnl nundn-r of .onilw wlitMi wt out. Im' ri'inove* hikh. upiwl

ronilN., crowding the b«fi to the «de of the hive with a .liu-ion hmn\, putting

naeking in l^hind the divi.ion li.wr.1. Tlio Ikhm. a.v left with tlii* iw.kiiiK arouiul

them until they are strong enough to lufd rmnn nml vi-iitilation.

A bwkeeper writing from Northern Ontario. ha>t a .-..llaimild.- winter caxe.

which he put* on eaeh hive. |«(king with two or thrw in.h.'- of Mhuving* on Miden

and top, praetieally giving thi' w>lony a» inueii prote<tioii iw nwiiy Intkcpera

give for outdoor wintering in Houthern Ontario. The main iniiiit i* t.» »ee that

the hived are warmly protected and nhelternl from e«dd wimU during the peruMl

of upriiig building up. Thi* iwemn like a little extra lalK.r. hut will be well repaid

in the additional amount of honey gatheretl during the honey ««8Kon.

SPRING FKEDINtJ OF BEKS.

Succenn in lieekeeping dependn on having tlie hive iHiiling over with workers

just at the beginning of the main honey flow. This condition i- obtaine<l by ton-

wrving the utrt-ngth. and thus pndonging the life of the workers which have wintere.1

over; also, by making conditions as favorable as possible for rearing young workers.

We have seen how the rapid breeding of young depends on cluster temperatures.

There is another factor of equal importance which must now lie consi<lered
;
that

is. the 1 i-oduetivity of the queen and the nutrition of the larvae.

Aaide from cluster limitations, which depend on population and temperature,

the queen's laying is affected by her vigor and the way she is fed. (Her vigor

depends on li^r original vitality and the amount of work she has done. Age and

breeding are impoT^iant factors here, also wintering. A vigorous queen, after her

winter's rest, will la' eggs in the spring as fast as a colony can care for them,

provided she is well J Her food is obtained from the younger workers of the

hive, and is a .nilk-like substance produced by glands, located in the head, which

pass the foo<l down into the mouth, where it is handed out to a hungry queen or

larva, as the case may l)e. The production of this fofxl is quite involuntary, and

depends on the amount of honey and pollen cowiimed by the worker bees. As

the queen Is producing eggs at the rate of hundreds daily, she requires frequent

nourishment, and must seek it from workers alwut her in the hive. To a great

extent her egg-laying will be in proportion to the ease or difficulty with which

she is able to obtain food in this way, and that will be in proportion to the number

of young bees in the hive and to the extent to which they are producing this food

;

and that, again, will depend on the supply of honey and pollen in the hive and

the extent to which it is available. Honey which is sealed in the combs will be

used by workers in the preparation of this food ; but unsealwl honey, or that which

has just been brought in, is used more freely. It will be seen from this chain

of statements, that for rapid brood-rearing in spring, it is important not only

to have plenty of stores in the hive, but to have part of them not sealed and close

to the cluster, bo they will be handled and consumed by the workers. The handling

of honey, either from the field or from feeding, must stimulate the production


