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enemies of France and the Axis "’ ; they finally relieved a German company in the

Medjez el Bab sector on the 8th April, and on the 23rd suffered sixty-seven

casualties. The return of Commandant Curnier, who commanded what was in

theory a battalion, and of some of his officers, was exploited in Paris as a collabora-

tionist occasion in the second week of the May; and the return of Estéva was

similarly exploited, though Estéva, in replying.]{ to Ribbentrop’s letter of thanks
i

of the 20th, said he ha simply been doing his ‘‘ duty in obeying the orders
he had received from his Government.’

SPAIN AND PORTUGAL,

Acting presumably on the principle that if you are going to drop one brick
you may as well dro({) two, the Spanish Government, instead of accepting philo-
sophically the cold douche given by the Allies to their anti-bombing campaign,
have gone further and changed the vague and ‘‘ transcendental *’ appeals put out
in the Falange press into a cut-and-dried plan conceived on the noblest humani-
tarian lines. The Ministry for Foreign Affairs have now issued a statement
setting forth the Spanish d_{overnment’s views and proposing the classification of
military objectives and the establishment of ** non-bombardable *’ zones. It recalls
that in 1933 Spain submitted proposals to the Disarmament Conference to avoid
the bombing of civilian populations, and that she is in a position now, ‘‘ out of her
Christian anxiety and peace-making- desire "’ dispassionately to appeal to the
consciences of all belligerents. It claims, moreover, that, during the whole of the
present struggle, Spain has repeatedly urged that efforts should be made ‘* to
humanise the fighting—contrary to what has been stated lightly without taking
the trouble of perusing the Spanish press.”’

- For once truth is clear, however unpalatable it may be to the Spanish Govern-
ment. And it is that no amount of trouble taken in perusing the Spanish press
between August 1940 and June 1941 would discover any Spanish appeal whatever
to Germany to remember the Spanish proposals at the Disarmament Conference
which, of course, preceded Guernica, or to cease the indiscriminate bombing of
British civilians which was then carried out as a deliberate act of war.

The publication of this statement, the present sincerity of which is not in
question, follows three interesting observations made in Madrid last week. A
high official in the Ministry for %oreign Affairs told the First Secretary of His
Majesty’s Embassy that he deplored the press campaign which had been launched
by the Falange-controlled office of Press and Propaganda without consultation
with the Minister for Foreign Affairs. Another officjal in the Air Ministry told
the Air Attaché that he and his colleagues  in the Spanish Air Force were
indignant at the E_ress criticism of airmen in general (an interesting professional
reaction). The third statement was made by the Director of Press and Propa-
ganda who, after twelve months’ evasion of all official contact with His Majesty’s
Embassy, told the Press Attaché, whom he-had invited to call, that the press

campaign was finished. It had not been inspired by the Axis, he said, but had
éepr_esented the consistent attitude of the Christian and European conscience of
pain.

If it is, indeed, true that the Falange st

and the hostility between the Press and Propaganda Bureau and the Ministry
for Foreign Affairs makes this quite likely—it looks as if the Spanish Govern-
ment, in the statement issued by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, are attempting
to make the worst of a bad job by giving its official blessing to this ill-conceived
operation. They would find it difficult to persuade anyone else to join their
permanent neutral committee to guarantee the execution of their scheme,
whole plan may be looked on as paving the way to
representation at the Peace Conference. Allied circles, faced with this
astonishing performance, will probably consider any one of Don Quixote’s
illusions to have been more dignified and honourable. The Spanish Ambassador
who called at the Foreign Office to complain of a cartoon in the News Chroniele
of the 26th May, depicting General Franco as a crocodile shedding a tear against -
a background of Guernica, Warsaw, Rotterdam and Coventry, was certain y left
in no doubt of British feelings about the

| Spanish miscomputatioh.

1t seems that the Spanish Government has been impressed by the vigour of the
British reaction (the gesture of the Director of Press and Pro aganda 1s an index
of this), which may help them a little farther along the patg of true neutralit,
which in some ways they have been showing rather embarrassed signs of seeking
Not that they are showing more respect for British interests or aspirations in

arted the campaign off its own bat—

a dignified and honourable
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