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Draft SPEECH FRuUM THE THROHNE

War situatlion when Parliament met,
and war developments dupl egslion

The preseni sesslion opened uner the shadows of
t e rapld and far-{lun successes oi Japanese agrression ln
the l'ar cLasl and with Germany holdings her gains of previous
/ears in kurope end in Afriea. On ever; continent and ocean,
the forces of ruthless tyranmnies werc combined in one ml hty
effort to effect world domination, The circle of worlde
wlde conilict had been completed by the action of Japan
and ‘“ermany in making war upon the United Statese.

By the entry of the Unlted States into the war,
the . forces of freedom had been mightlly strengthened. "hey

had been further consolidated by the signature of the pact

which bound together the United Natlionae

With “erman advansces 1n North Africa and Russia
and Japanese advances toward India, Austranlia and China,
the shadows seemed to lengthen for many monthse As lupatient
de ands or a second front in Europe threatened to straln
relations between the alliled powers themselves, the shadows
deepened as well. In mid-sumier, the midnisht hour seemed
to have arrivec,

Then came two events whieh 1t now appears nmy

have changed the whole course of tlie wars coubiaed with

W.L.M. King Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1940-1950,
MG 26 J 4, Volume 313, pages C215821-C216830
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